
Week One: Creation

Monday, September 10 - Genesis 1-2:4


Today’s reading is not a science text per se (at least what we currently think of science), but a source text.  Our first reading teaches us the source of all creation.  It is God.  He is the one who spoke, and it was. . . He is the one who set the universe in motion.  He is the one who created the heavens and the  earth, its creatures, its flora, everything.  God looked at what He had made and called it good.  He even called it very good.  God is not the source of calamity and evil (which we’ll learn more of next week), but of all that is good in creation.  


What is good?  What is good to God?  What is good to you?  Are these the same things?  Take some time today to ponder the majesty of God’s creation, and thank Him for His creating, redeeming, and caring for you.

Tuesday, September 11 - Genesis 2


This poetic parallel account of the creation focuses on the crown of God’s creation: humanity.  God is the source of our life and breath.  He is the one who formed us and made us.  As our creator, He then is the source of our created purpose.  We see a few glimpses of what God created us for even in this short text: relationship (with God and other humans), work, and caring for God’s creation.   We are made as God’s hands and feet in this earth to partner with Him in His care for creation and its creatures, most notably the humanity to which He gave His life and breath.  


Give thanks to God that He holds you in such high esteem.  Praise Him for inviting you into His great purpose for His creation.  Ask for humility and the desire to walk as His humble partner in the work of restoring His creatures and creation.

Wednesday, September 12 - Psalm 8, 24


Join with the psalmists today in praising God for the wonders of His creation.  Join with the psalmists today in marveling at the magnitude of God’s graciousness toward us, for He has made us in His image and has “crowned us with glory and honor.”  What a mighty God we have!  What a gracious God we have!  Thank God for His glory, HIs might, His power, His wisdom, His creativity, His unsurpassed power!  If you get the chance, tell someone about how great God is today.  

Thursday, September 13 - John 1, 1 John 1


The apostle John introduces Jesus Christ in these texts.  He makes it clear that Jesus was not part of creation, but the source of creation itself.  We begin to understand the nature of God the Trinity in this passage, and the breathtaking unity that is God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Yet tragically, despite being the source of creation, Jesus was not recognized as such when He took on human flesh and came to us.  Such a tragedy.


Take some time today to consider how your own faith and relationship with Jesus would be built.  Pray for others, by name, who you know have yet to recognize the light that is Jesus.  Pray that our church would shine the light of Christ, and that people would come to know the power of that light in their own life and they move from unbelief to faith and grow a relationship with the author, creator, and savior.

Friday, September 14 - Colossians 1, Psalm 139


Today the apostle Paul expands on the majesty of Christ and his role in creation.  He also describes the purpose of Christ coming into His creation in human flesh: to reconcile us to God.  For we have all moved away from the purpose for which we are created.  God made us and desires for us to live for what He created us, but we have all in some way or other turned aside.  Yet the grace of God is poured out on us in that not only did He create, He redeems and reconciles His creation to Himself out of His own merciful purpose.


Pray through Psalm 139, marveling at God’s love for you, and asking for the same desire to live for the purposes God created you.  Ask God to lead you “in the way everlasting.”

Saturday, September 15 - Genesis 1 & 2


Read these two accounts for what they are, parallel and poetically designed to show us God’s hand in and over His creation.  Pray God would guide you in living out His desires for His creation: being in harmony with Him, with yourself, with others, and with His creation.

Week Two: The Fall

Monday, September 17 - Genesis 3


God had made it all very good, and then we rebelled.  Not content to be in perfect harmony with God, each other, ourselves, and creation, we tried to take what was not ours to have and created discord between us and God, between each other, in our own selves, and in creation.  Not placing God in his ultimate position of glory in our hearts, minds, and souls is the chief of all sins that leads to all other sin.  Adam and Eve were merely the first to do so, we have all followed.


Note in your reading today the consequence of their rebellion against God, how quickly the fourfold harmony falls apart.  But also note the promise given in verse 15-God is already at work to restore the disharmony we have brought into His creation.  That promise was fulfilled, by the way, in a manger in Bethlehem about 2000 years ago.

Tuesday, September 18 - Genesis 6


Read this passage and understand how quickly humans can unravel the good God desires to give to us.  One of the most tragic lines in all Scripture is that God  “was grieved to have made them (humans).”  The depth or our depravity at that time caused God to commit a deeply painful and terrible act, He had to destroy His own creation and all but eight people.  This is not a cute bedtime story for children, but a horrific reminder of the consequence of sinful rebellion.  


It may be hard, but after you read this today (and you are welcome to read the rest of the account of Noah) ask God to show you the depth of your own sinfulness.  But then ask Him to reveal to you the depth of His grace in covering this.  His grace covers sin, His holiness can’t permit it in His presence.  Repent of whatever sin His spirit brings to your mind, and give thanks that He graciously forgives you in Jesus Christ.

Wednesday, September 19 - Psalm 51


This psalm is revealing to us.  It cuts to the heart of our nature and God’s.  It recognizes our brokenness, but also recognizes the power and wonder of God’s grace toward us despite our sinfulness.  Note you can’t earn back God’s favor, but that God listens to a humble and repentant heart every time it calls out to Him.  Let this psalm be your prayer today.

Thursday, September 20 - Romans 5


Note the comparison Paul makes in this text.  He speaks of two Adams, the first plunged all humanity into sin; and the second, Jesus Christ’s life, death, and resurrection gives all who call on Him in faith the promise of reconciliation with God and eternal life.  This is not done because we have earned it or deserve it, but because He is so filled with grace and mercy toward His creation and creatures.  


Again, repent today (and every day).  Return to your baptism.  Humbly recognize the need you have for a Savior, and hold onto our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength.

Friday, September 21 - Psalm 32, Romans 7:15-25


Paul in Romans 7 writes what we have all experienced: our struggle with sin.  The more we grow in and love Jesus, the more we desire to do what is good and right.  Yet no matter how “good” we become, we all still struggle with sinful thoughts, words, and deeds.  Why can’t I rid my mind, my words, my actions of things that aren’t good or godly or helpful to me, God, or others.  It’s because of the depth of the sinful nature in all of us.  While in life we won’t be rid of it, but we humbly and constantly call out to Christ to forgive us our sins and joyfully walk in His promise of forgiveness and the eternal life given to those who are forgiven.  


Pray Psalm 32 today, and gratefully receive the forgiveness God offers us through Jesus Christ when we acknowledge our sin and hold onto Him in faith.  

Saturday, September 22 - Genesis 11:1-9, 27-32


We return today to the beginning, when even after the flood humanity has not learned its lesson and continues to sinfully rebel against the glory of God (this is true, sadly, even today).  Yet God has a plan in the works.  He is going to call a man whose family and descendants will one day fulfill the promise of Genesis 3:15.  He is going to bring healing to the nations.  

Week Three: Blessed to be a Blessing

Monday, September 24 - Genesis 12


The first three verses of this chapter are some of the most important in all Scripture.  It reveals not just the purpose of Abram, but the purpose of God’s people until He restores His creation: we are blessed to be a blessing.  God will move heaven and earth to make this happen, and has been doing so for the last 4,000 years.  


The painful tragedy is how quickly Abram, and us, take our blessings and rather than pass them on become a curse to those around us.  Note how Abram began following God, but then out of his own fears and finagling ends up defaming God’s name and is a curse to Pharoah and his household.  Pray today you would recognize the many blessings God has given you in faith and life, and ask God to show you how you can be a blessing, not a curse, to others in all He has given you.

Tuesday, September 25 - Genesis 15, 17


Even the most faithful among us can struggle when it takes a while to receive what has been promised.  Abraham believed God, but struggled with knowing exactly how God’s promises and covenants would be fulfilled.  Yet God is a god of promise, and He kept reaffirming this promise to Abraham throughout his life.  Even though it seemed impossible to Abraham, God was ultimately faithful and gave Abraham a son through his wife, Sarah.  


You’ll note a couple interesting cultural things in these texts.  One is a covenant ceremony with divided animals.  This was an ancient practice where two parties would walk through these animals when they made a covenant with the implication that whoever broke the covenant would end up like the severed animals.  Yet God walked through alone demonstrating to Abraham, and to us, that He alone is the source and keeper of the covenant.  You’ll also see Abram’s and Sarai’s name changed: names in that culture, and in Scripture, often mean more than just a descriptor, but spoke to reputation and future.  In changing Abram’s name, God changed Abram’s destiny.

Wednesday, September 26 - Romans 4


What is our chief blessing?  It is the forgiveness of our sins, the reconciliation we have with God when he overlooks our sinful rebellion and instead graciously receives us because of what Jesus did for us.  This is the greatest blessing we have been given, and this blessing (the Good News of salvation in Jesus Christ) is meant to be a blessing to all on earth.  We are meant to share this good blessing, the Good News, with all around us.  


Abraham received this blessing through faith, and so do we.  We are children of Abraham, answers to God’s promise and meant to be blessed to be a blessing.  Thank God today for 4,000 years of faithfulness in blessing us so that we might be a blessing to others.  Pray you would grow in this great faith that is such a blessing so that your faith and witness may become a powerful blessing to others.

Thursday, September 27 - Psalm 105


Pray through this psalm in thanksgiving for God keeping His promises throughout the history of His people.  Add some of your own lines as you come to the end, remember what He has done for His people after this psalm was written.  Give thanks for His work in your life, in the life of this church, and whatever else you can think of.  Pray that He would work, and bless, lives of those who do not yet know Him through you and this church.

Friday, September 28 - Acts 1


The key verse in here is Acts 1:8.  Jesus continues the call of being blessed to be a blessing.  He tells the church through the apostles gathered around Him to go out and be witnesses near, not-so-near, and to the ends of the earth.  


Please pray God would continue to bless His people so that we would be a blessing to others.  Pray for the strength to be a witness for what He has done for us in Jesus Christ.  

Saturday, September 29 - Acts 13


We see here the church of God living out its calling to be blessed to be a blessing.  The believers in Antioch set aside Paul and Barnabas to go out and be witnesses to God’s grace through the world.  You’ll note that just because we are a blessing, doesn’t mean all our times will be easy.  Paul and Barnabas undergo persecution and other challenges, but God continues to draw people into faith in Him through their faithfulness to God’s mission.  

Week Four: The Patriarchs-God uses cracked pots

Monday, October 1 - Genesis 27



This fascinating story reveals that God uses what He can to fulfill His mission on the earth.  The materials He uses to accomplish His great masterpiece are seriously flawed, for they consist of people like you and me.  Nevertheless, through our shenanigans, our ups and downs of faith, our obedience and sin, God does His work.  Today we see a brother deceive his father and brother, and yet God will use this man to carry on His promise to Abraham.


Give thanks to God that He works with us and through us despite our deep flaws and imperfections.  He does so because His word is greater than us, and will accomplish what it sets out to do.  Pray that He will work through and with you to accomplish His task as you seek to obey His desires for your life.

Tuesday, October 2 - Acts 7


Stephen, the first man martyred for the Christian faith, gives a great speech before His death at the hands of the religious leaders shortly after Christ’s ascent into heaven.  This speech details the work of God through the centuries of God’s people.  It shows us, yet again, that God has brought His work of salvation to this earth often in spite of, not because of, the actions of His people.  It shows us how intent and gracious God is in bringing about His salvation to this earth.  


Pray today that God’s people in this day would know the grand sweep of His working in history and would boldly desire to share this great work to those around them.  You don’t have to pray to be martyred, but to be a strong witness to the light of Jesus and His great work of salvation.  

Wednesday, October 3 - Judges 16


Sampson is a classic case of God working through a flawed individual.  God had given Sampson amazing talent, and yet Sampson let his own lusts and personality flaws be his undoing.  Pray that you and the rest in our church would realize the potential for which God created us.  May we humbly hold onto God and let Him do good work through us.  

Thursday, October 4 - Genesis 37


Pride, sibling rivalry, attempted murder, slavery, false accusations, unjust imprisonments,  unpaid debts; do you think God can work miracles through these things?  He did so in the life of Joseph.  The story of Joseph’s life is one of the most powerful in all Scripture.  God used extremely difficult situations to bring Joseph to a position where he could save his family and the lives of many in Egypt (not before teaching Joseph some very humbling lessons along the way).  How would you respond if you were in Joseph’s shoes?  How do you respond today to adversity?  Pray God would use any and all circumstance to build His kingdom in, around, and through you.

Friday, October 5 - Genesis 50


It’s payback time. Or so Joseph’s brothers thought.  Dad was no longer alive to act us a buffer against Joseph and his brothers and the brothers feared Joseph would take them out.  But consider how Joseph answers their fears.  He responds by humbly acknowledging his and their role in God’s gracious plan to save and provide for the Hebrews while they were in their infancy as a people.  Life, and God’s plan, was bigger than all of them.  Joseph had found the humility to thank God for the good, and for the bad as well.  This is a mark of maturity, accepting both blessing and curse, and calling on God’s name to be blessed through it all.  

Saturday, October 6 - Exodus 2


One last narrative of a flawed person still being called by God to do great things in His work.  Moses was raised in privilege, and in one of his first official acts threw it all away and nearly lost his life.  Yet God worked new life into this old man, and made him a part of God’s great saving act-the redeeming of Israel out of slavery in Egypt.  We are never too far from God to be brought back into His gracious presence and part of His gracious plan.  That plan that is for us, and so often for those around us as well.  


Pray God works in you to save someone from bondage.  The people around you are more likely enslaved to some kind of sin or other worldly brokenness than any political bondage, but they still need to be freed to experience eternity with God our Savior.  

Week 5: Exodus, The Great Redeeming Act of God

Monday, October 8 - Exodus 3


God hears his people when they cry out in anguish.  Romans 8 tells us He even hears the cries of our hearts that we can’t put into words.  When we call out in repentance and faith, He quickly and graciously comes to us. In Exodus 3 we see God beginning to move to deliver His people from their bondage.  He calls Moses and makes it clear that human frailty will not hinder His plan to bring freedom to His people.  It is God who is at work in the redeeming and restoring of His people.  He invites us into this work, but it is ultimately about His grace and power acting for us.  Moses learns God is not far away and plans to do amazing work for His people in this passage.  Pray God would continue this work of redemption, which is now done through Jesus Christ, in your life today.  

Tuesday, October 9 - Exodus 12


This is perhaps the defining narrative in the Old Testament regarding God’s saving work with His people.  It is the Exodus, the moment He brings the Hebrew people out of their slavery in Egypt and begins them on a journey toward the land He had promised to give Abraham.  The event is terrible and magnificent, the horrible results of the megalomaniac pharaoh destroying his nation as he fights against the one true God and Lord.  It is magnificent in watching the power of God’s saving acts toward His people and His mighty hand graciously drawing them away from the tyranny of their oppressors.  


Something begins here as well.  The Passover: a celebration meal recalling the saving act of God toward His people.  Jesus began the Lord’s Supper during a Passover celebration meal, and today we celebrate the Lord’s Supper as a reminder that God has not only delivered us from physical bondage, but bondage to sin, death, and hell as well.  Give thanks to God today for His incredible grace in delivering us from this bondage and delivering us to eternal life with Him.

Wednesday, October 10 - Exodus 15


I’d encourage you to write words of praise to God for His work of saving you in Jesus Christ.  Have you ever done so?  Try it today, giving thanks for His many blessings to you but most of all for delivering you to His eternal Kingdom through the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus.  This chapter today is a song telling of God’s great saving act in the Exodus, and it is good to know of the wonderful praise given.


This also warns us as to how quickly we can turn from praise to grumbling when things don’t go our way.  Ask God for the fortitude and strength to recall all He has done for you, and what He can do for you no matter what challenge you may face.

Thursday, October 11 - Romans 8


Romans 8 is one of the great chapters describing God’s salvation and His amazing love toward us.  It describes the necessary work of the Holy Spirit in this process, and the power of God’s love transforming our lives when we have faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior.  Whatever we go through, we can be assured God loves us and is working for us to bring us into His kingdom for eternity.  Praise God for His great saving work in history and your life today.  Pray by name for others to come to know this unquenchable love.

Friday, October 12 - Acts 7


Acts 7 describes the work of God through the history of His people.  It was spoken by the disciple Stephen just before he was executed for living his faith.  Pray for boldness to know this most powerful of stories, and for the courage and skill to share it in whatever environment you may find yourself as well.

Saturday, October 13 - Matthew 2


Matthew’s purpose in describing this part of Jesus’ life is to bring things full circle for us.  He shows how the history of God’s people in Egypt is really just a precursor to the life and work of Jesus Christ.  The Exodus “points” to the redeeming work of Jesus when He was on this earth.  Just as the nation of Israel had gone done to Egypt to live, then came out to the promised land, so Jesus goes down to Egypt as a young child and returns to the promised land.  As Israel passed through the waters of the Red Sea Jesus is baptized by John the Baptist, becoming “Israel rolled up into one person.”  Matthew is preparing his readers to see the connection between Jesus and Israel, and to note how Jesus‘ saving work is the greater as it fulfills all the promises in the Old Testament.


Thank God today for what Jesus has done for you.  Ask God to reveal the great work of Christ in your life and that His Spirit begins to transform the hearts and minds of those in your life who have yet to place their hope and trust in Him.  

Week 6: The Covenants

Monday, October 15

Genesis 9:1-17


This week we will be reading texts on the covenants God made with humanity.  It is important to understand the new covenant we live under even as we look at the older covenants God made to prepare us for the new covenant.  We live under the new covenant given to us by Christ.  A covenant that declares God is gracious to us, forgives us our sinful rebellion, and offers us salvation and eternal life through faith in the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  You’ll see that these older covenants are not necessarily binding on us anymore, but were given to point to the fulfillment of God’s promises in Jesus Christ (ultimately fulfilled when he returns in glory).  


Today we see the covenant given to Noah by God.  It was a promise that God would never again judge the earth as He did in the days of Noah, despite the fact that we are at times deserving of some judgment.  God instead makes it possible to graciously forgive us through His son Jesus Christ.  You will also see the source and reminder the rainbow is meant to be for us: a symbol and reminder that God will not judge the earth through a great flood but will be gracious to us even in our sinful failings.

Tuesday, October 16

Genesis 15


Here we see the promise given to Abraham that his offspring would become a great nation and God would bless the earth through this nation (especially through the coming of the Christ child 2,000 years later).  God would bless Abraham’s descendants with that land and they would grow to be a great nation.  This covenant with Abraham had its initial fulfillment when the Hebrews were brought out of Egyptian slavery and took over the land we now know as Israel.  


Note it is the faith of Abraham that pleased God most.  He had no son at this point.  He and his wife Sarah were far beyond child rearing years.  Abraham had no evidence God could fulfill this promise.  Yet Abraham believed; and God was pleased.  Abraham learned to walk by faith, not by sight.  God gives salvation to all who believe His promises today as well.  May you read this with faith that God has fulfilled His promises and brought salvation to you and this world through His son Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  

Wednesday, October 17

Exodus 19 & 20


People are most aware of the covenant given to Moses.  Yet it is also the most misunderstood (even Jesus constantly struggled with the Jewish leaders’ misunderstanding of this covenant).  Most people focus on Exodus 20 and the Ten Commandments as the key to this covenant, and thus they focus on trying to obey all the commandments as the key part of faith.  Yet the commandments weren’t given until after God had already made his covenant with the Hebrew people in Exodus 19.  There he declares them to be “a kingdom of priests and holy nation.”  He declares they will be a treasured possession of God out of all the nations if they continue in His covenant with them.


What does it mean to be a “holy nation” and “kingdom of priests?”  It means we are set aside to be blessed to be a blessing to those around us.  As a kingdom of priests we are the ones to intercede (pray) for those who don’t yet know how to come to God in faith and hope, and we are to point people to the amazing grace He has given to us (for the Hebrews it was their delivery from slavery in Egypt, for us it is the death and resurrection of Christ and the promise of salvation in Him).  Obedience is a good thing, but never forget obedience is impossible until we embrace God through faith in Jesus Christ.  

Thursday, October 18

2 Samuel 7


This is a continuation of the covenant given to Abraham.  From whose family would the Messiah/Savior eventually come?   What kind of Messiah would he be?  This was answered with David.  God promised/covenanted with David that David’s throne would last forever, that someone from David’s line would always be king over Israel.  This is why the Gospel writers Matthew and Luke make sure we understand why Joseph and Mary needed to travel from Galilee to Bethlehem, the city of David.  For Joseph and Mary were descendants of David, and Mary’s child is a fulfillment of this promise given to David 1,000 years before.


Thus God has made it so that our king is in the line of David.  Jesus is King of kings and Lord of lords, and his reign will be for all eternity.  Jesus’ reign has already begun, we who have faith in Him as Lord and Savior are already members of His kingdom, and He has promised He will return someday and perfect His kingdom, ending once and for all the sting of sin, death, and hell.  Thank God for fulfilling His promise to David in Jesus Christ today, and look forward to Him returning as King of kings!  Behold, He is coming son!  Amen, Come Lord Jesus.

Friday, October 19

Jeremiah 31:31-40



Perhaps you have felt that God has let you down at some point in your life.  Perhaps you have thought He does not keep His promises.  The way you saw things you had a hard time believing God was being faithful to you and had your best interests at heart.  This was the dilemma of the prophet Jeremiah.  Jeremiah lived at the time the nation of Judah/Israel was crushed by the Babylonian Kingdom.  At the time the people thought all the covenants and promises God had made toward their nation (some of which you read the last few days) were now irreparably broken.  From a human perspective all was lost and God had broken His promises.  


Yet Jeremiah was called to tell them God was still faithful, God was still good.  That His promises were not broken, and would still be fulfilled in a way that was greater than they imagined.  Jeremiah had to teach the people to see through God’s eyes.  You see the Israelites had taken these promises of God and gave them human meanings, they assumed certain things that were not actually God’s intention.  This is why so many struggled with Jesus being the Savior/Messiah when He came.  They still wanted the earthly king, the worldly riches, the human power.  Yet Christ came to give something better and that would last far longer.  This is what Jeremiah is hinting at.  Give God thanks that the fulfillment of His promises is in His hands, and that He is faithful to do what He has declared will happen.

Saturday, October 20

Hebrews 8


The author of Hebrews describes for us how Jesus is indeed the fulfillment of God’s promises toward us.  He points to Christ as being the great high priest that fulfills completely the work of prophets, priests, and kings.  He tells us how the first covenants were only pointing to Christ, and that we are free then not to live under laws and regulations but now by our faith in Jesus Christ.  The old has passed away now that the new has been ushered in.  


Pray God shows you the power of living by faith, and not by laws.  It is actually a higher, more powerful, more obedient life than what trying to meet the demands of laws and regulations causes in our life.  This is the joy of living for Christ, not living by rules and regulations.  

Week 7: The Judges (A Vicious Cycle)

Monday, October 22

Joshua 23


In the first part of his parting address to the Hebrew people, their leader Joshua recounts how faithful God has been at keeping His promises to them and has given them a fruitful land to live and serve God and each other.  There is a warning here as well.  Not everyone has been driven out, there remains a remnant of evil pagan worship in the land.  The Israelites are not to think it is okay to mingle with these people or adopt any of their practices. They are to have no part in anything that can pull them away from faithfulness to God.  As you’ll see in the readings for the rest of the week, they often failed miserably.


They are not alone.  There is no culture on earth that is truly Christian.  All those who follow Christ today are tempted toward materialism, ungodly views on sex and relationships, greed exists in all societies, violence/hatred/anger often devastate communities, the list goes on.  Perhaps we think, like the Israelites, that we can be a “little” materialistic and it’s no big deal.  Or we think we can view ungodly portrayals of sexuality and it won’t harm our relationship with our spouse, or any relationship with the opposite (or same) sex.  Don’t be deceived, but flee from that which pulls you away from God and the holiness he desires for you.  Don’t get used to wallowing in mud, but grasp at the hand God offers you and let Him daily wash you with His Spirit as you repent of the things that drag you down.  Reflect on these things today as you read this text and pray.

Tuesday, October 23

Joshua 24


Joshua issues one final challenge.  Who will you serve?  As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.  He even tells them they can’t serve the Lord, but they insist they can and will.  As Judges shows us, that’s not exactly true.  They failed miserably at casting off the influence of gods and idols in their lives.  I know of no one today who doesn’t also carry on this struggle to some degree or other.


Yet let us remind ourselves of God’s faithfulness here.  He saved the Israelites knowing they would constantly turn away from Him.  He knew He would constantly have to be the initiator in the relationship and make all the effort to reconcile them to Himself.  He knows we will do the same today, despite the fact that we know Jesus came to die for us and give us life in His name.  Yet we daily fail in our promises to God, and as Luther put it, God “richly and daily forgives” our sins and restores us to Himself.  As you read the promises made in the text today may they be your promises to God.  When you realize you will break those promises rejoice in God’s amazing grace, that He will forgive those sins and daily wash and restore you due to your faith in Jesus Christ.  What a mighty and gracious God we serve!

Wednesday, October 24

Judges 4-5


You will read today the history of one of Israel’s “judges.”  Note the judges weren’t judges the way you and I understand them.  They were political/military/(sometimes religious) leaders that God raised up to deliver Israel from one oppression or the other.  The cycle in judges goes like this:   Israel forsakes God--->God allows them to be conquered or oppressed by an enemy--->Israel cries out for deliverance--->God raises a judge to lead them and overcome their enemies--->the people obey God and follow the judge until their death--->Israel forsakes God again.  You may have noted a similar pattern in your own life at some point.


Note how Deborah ascribes power and glory to God in His deliverance.  God used people and places who might normally be considered humble or weak to save.  He has always done so, He will always do so.  Know He can empower you to bring hope and healing to someone oppressed by an enemy, whatever form that enemy may take in our world today.  Because God is not limited by our own power, experience, or skills, but can provide unlimited power to bring His grace into our lives and the lives of those around us.

Thursday, October 25

Judges 6


Perhaps you have been as reluctant as Gideon at some point in your life.  He truly felt unqualified to lead God’s people into battle.  You probably have felt you can’t lead a ministry, witness correctly to a friend or coworker, truly make an impact on someone’s life, overcome your fear of sharing your faith, etc.  Yet let us never forget when God is calling us to do a work, He is doing the work-we are merely His hands and feet.  When you feel a pull to share your faith, pray for someone, invite them to church, serve them in some way, it is God who is doing those things through you.  The more we say “Yes” to His leading the more we will see God do incredible things in our life and in the lives of those around us.  


Consider today how you may be acting like Gideon.  Pray God would give you the strength and peace to take faithful steps in serving Him and helping others in HIs name.  Ask the Spirit to give you boldness, the words to speak, the opportunities to serve, the love to overcome.  In Jesus’ name.

Friday, October 26

Judges 7


You’ve got to be kidding me!  That must have been what was going through Gideon’s mind when God whittled down his substantial military force to a few hundred guys.  Yet as Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”


This is how God works.  You are never too weak, too inexperienced, too young, too old, too anything to accomplish what God desires.  So walk today with a humble boldness, not in your own abilities or skills or talents, but knowing we can accomplish anything when God calls us to do so.  I encourage you to see life through God’s eyes and walk by faith, not by sight.  

Saturday, October 27

Judges 8


The final words of this text are so disturbing.  How quickly we can be led astray to sin.  Ask God today to persevere in the faith.  To stay steadfast in His grace, His word.  Pray the Lord gives you the strength to hold on to “the way, the truth, the life.”  


Know this.  It is God who is faithful.  So long as you live your baptized life of repentance, He will never let you slip out of His hands.  Remember His words of promise in Revelation 2:10, “Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

Week 8

Monday, October 28

Romans 3


The text today contains words that drove the reformation.  Paul, in his letter to the Romans, clearly explains that we are justified (i.e. saved, reconciled to God) through faith in Jesus Christ, not by our works or human efforts or understanding.  Understand that faith both embraces our need for a Lord and Savior, thus admitting to our sin against God and others, and embraces the promise of forgiveness which is offered to us through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  It is all based on Jesus, that is the cry of the Reformation.  Any teaching or thought that diminishes the person and work of Christ in any way is to be discarded, and Jesus is to be loved, worshiped, and followed for all eternity!


So read these words and let the power of salvation they contain embrace your heart and mind today.  Ask God to build your love and passion for Christ as your Lord and Savior.  We have life because of Jesus, may you rejoice in that and walk with Him forever!

Tuesday, October 29

Psalm 46


This psalm speaks to us of God’s strength.  No matter the situation He is our refuge, our source of courage in times of struggle and difficulty.  We neither possess nor are we able to find or manufacture the strength needed for life.  This strength cannot be found in anyone or anything other than God.  


As you read through this psalm consider the imagery of nature used.  Even the forces of water and earth cannot compare to the strength of our Father; He cannot and will not be moved by their power but He himself has strength beyond their capabilities.  His love will never fail and there is nothing we can do that will cause Him to turn away from us when we call on Him.  A mighty fortress is our God.

Wednesday, October 30

Galatians 2


Galatians is considered to be the first letter Paul wrote that now is contained in the bible.  What is amazing is that though he writes a mere 15 years or so after the death and resurrection of Christ, it is clear he and others in the early church have a deep and powerful understanding of the grace of God and the power of faith in working our salvation.  You’ll see in here a bit of a controversy.  Paul has to confront Peter about acting one way with one group and another way with another group, thus belittling the power of the Gospel and message of grace Paul and Peter were proclaiming.  


Paul makes perfectly clear, and we truly must understand, that following laws and regulations do not save/justify us, but only faith in Christ.  Thus our life and faith begin and end with Christ, so that Jesus is the one who is to be honored and glorified over everyone and everything.  I hope you begin to grasp how important it is to honor Christ over all things.  And rejoice that the promises of God do not depend on your actions or feelings, which waver and change from day to day, but on the unchangeable promises and grace of God.

Thursday, October 31

Ephesians 2


Have you ever wondered why we Lutherans talk so much about being justified by grace alone?  


In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians he stresses God’s power and authority over and in all situations and that it is through His actions, not our own, that we are saved.  The people in Ephesus were fascinated by magic and the occult (see Acts 19:19), seeing their pwn actions and work as a big part of creating certain results and outcomes.  Not only is Paul conveying that God is strong than such “magic” but also that our own work is not what saves us.  We still need reminding today that nothing we do merits God’s grace in our lives or in the lives of others.  It is by grace alone that we are saved through Christ.  


Take a few moments today to consider how you might be trying to earn God’s favor and/or why you might think he cannot love you based on something you have done.  Pray that you might come to understand that God’s grace and love are a free gift to all who believe.

Friday, November 1

Micah 6:1-8


Micah is called to speak to Israel and Judah of God’s judgment because of their unfaithfulness.  Near the end of this book Micah shares with us how God would like for us to respond to the love and redemption He has given us.


“He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8).


Consider today what it means to respond to the grace God has shown you by doing justice, loving kindness (mercy) and walking humbly with Him as you do so.  How will your responses and reactions to situations differ?  How might they be the same?  How do you see responding in such ways to God’s grace as a means of taking steps to grow in faith?
Saturday, November 2

John 8


Here we have one of the most powerful messages by Jesus recorded in the bible.  In it Jesus begins to declare who He truly is and from where He has truly come.  This is not readily accepted by the religious leaders around Him, and quite frankly, I can hardly blame them.  He ultimately claims to be equal to (and thus claims to be) God.  A man claimed to be God.  This was blasphemous to the Jews at that time, and is still a massive stumbling block to Jews, Muslims, Atheists, Agnostics, Buddhists, Hindus, etc today.  


Only if that man could somehow demonstrate he wasn’t a crackpot could anyone at that time even begin to believe his fantastic claims.  I would not believe it today either, if Jesus had not proven this claim (as recorded in the Gospels) with signs that showed His power over: disease, demons, death, the physical elements of this world, and more.  His death, and Resurrection, ultimately showed His preposterous claims were not preposterous, but life for anyone who would put their faith in Him!  So ask God today for greater faith in the one who gave His life for you, and rejoice that He has transformed the world by coming in human flesh and giving His life so that we might live with Him forever!

Week 9-Kings

Monday, November 5

Monday, November 5

1 Samuel 8, 9


God desires to be our king.  It is a result of our own inability to trust in Him, follow His leading, and live in peace with others that causes humanity to need powerful earthly authority to govern over us.  The descendants of Abraham had been given a promise that God would rule and guide them.  He would guard and protect them, He would heal and strengthen, He would preserve and protect.  Yet their disobedience caused them to falter, to be overcome with troubles, and to settle for an earthly king that would be responsible for them, rather than taking that responsibility for themselves.  


Clearly it still happens today.  We have governing authorities to protect us from ourselves as much as from foreign enemies.  Quite frankly I don’t see how, due to humanity’s sinfulness, it can be any other way.  But I do believe that each one of us can turn to God and let Him be King of kings and Lord of lords in our lives.  This is what faith in Jesus does for us.  I would encourage you to read this passage with this understanding and pray that God would give you the faith in Jesus that does not need an earthly king, for your faith would cause you to live as a servant of the King of kings.  

Tuesday, November 6

1 Samuel 10


This text continues from yesterday.  It is the anointing of Saul as king over Israel.  Again Samuel reminds them how desiring an earthly king is a rejection of their heavenly king who “saves you out of all your calamities and distresses.”  Yet God’s grace is even in this, for He then works through the earthly king to help His people be secure and prosperous.  There is no limit to God’s grace; it is stunning how He offers it despite our own lack of faith and failures.  What an encouragement this can be, as none of us live as we ought to all the time.  


So despite our own sin and rejection of God’s authority in our lives, He still offers grace.  He still offers salvation.  He still offers to guard and protect us.  May your faith embrace these promises given in Jesus Christ.  May Christ continue to be King over all kings and Lord over all lords in your life.

Wednesday, November 7

1 Samuel 15, 16


You may struggle with what is occurring in today’s reading.  You see carried out both the work of the right hand kingdom (the work of God to bring salvation and healing to people) and the work of the left hand kingdom (the work of earthly authority and governments to protect and preserve their people).  There is always a blending of these two kingdoms on this earth, though sometimes far more than others.  


The prime message here is not the battles and the wars going on between nations, but God’s desire for His people to obey Him in any and every context.  God cares far more that we follow Him closely, responding to His will and to His guiding from the heart, not just doing things that look good to those around us.  Saul figured a great celebration and sacrifice was worth disobeying God (Saul probably thought it was just bending the rules a little), but God did not agree.  God is stern in this passage.  He makes it clear He wants a leader/follower that listens to Him more than the voices of other people.  God would desire that for you as well.  


God will always raise up those who humbly follow Him.  He will always delight in those who would rather seek the ways of God than succeed in the ways of humanity.  This is why God chose David to be king.  A young man more intent on pleasing God than people.  Pray you would have a heart like David’s, seeking the will of God over all the other voices that bombard us today.

Thursday, November 8

1 Kings 2


There is a classic line about history, “It is good to be king.”  Though this passage is meant to show us how David’s son continues on the throne, it also shows us the brutal way the left hand kingdom operates at times.  This is why we do not turn to earthly authority to be our savior, to fulfill our heart’s desires, to give hope and healing to the land.  There have been times when good rulers have done good things for their people but rarely in history has that lasted long (and soon “it is good to be king” rears its ugly head).


We are reminded, even with “good” kings, that none are as good as Christ.  King of kings and Lord of lords He is.  Jesus does offer a real peace; He can bring true healing.  It is Christ who is the hope for all nations; there is not a ruler on earth who can measure up to this claim!  Continue to pray to God that Jesus is magnified in your life.  That He truly becomes King of kings in your life.  

Friday, November 9

1 Kings 3


I fear our culture undervalues wisdom (this would not be the first time in history).  Our nation is not a good student of history.  There are dangerous trends going on right now in our nation that have often ended with great disaster through out the world’s history.  We have an unprecedented amount of information and opportunity bombarding us each day, and many struggle with how to process all this information and make godly decisions for themselves and for those they lead.  We could go on.  


So wisdom is a gift that God offers us that is needed as much now as in the days of Solomon.  In James 1:5 it says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.”  Do you ask God for wisdom to make the right decisions, to live a godly life, to show others what it means to follow God and trust in Him?  If not, begin to do so today.  Let it become a part of your daily prayers.  Our community is starving to have godly, wise people do good things for us.  Treasure God’s word in your life so that He may make you wise through its transforming power. 

Saturday, November 10

1 Kings 10, 11


After reading this passage I hope you will discern what is most important to God in a leader and/or follower.  It is not wealth.  It is not riches.  It is not fabulous palaces or military strength.  It is not good looks and sex appeal.  It is not fame or popularity.  It is not being the latest and greatest.  


Read the bible text before you read this paragraph.  What is most important to God?  What alone keeps us close to Him?  What alone, if we have it, makes us a good leader/follower in God’s eyes?  What does God rejoice in concerning the human heart, rather than what humanity rejoices in?  Look in 1 Kings 11:4, 6.  The answer is there.  Pray you would live this answer as David did.  

Monday, November 12

Hosea 4


What manner of man is the prophet of God?  He is a man consumed by the Lord’s love, the Lord’s justice, the Lord’s righteousness, and the Lord’s will for His people.  He does not settle, does not accept it when people give only half-hearted devotion to the Lord.  He does not mince words, does not avoid conflict or confrontation.  He is willing to stand before kings, in the cultural centers, in the religious centers, in front of the leaders of communities and demand repentance and a whole hearted return to the Lord God.  The prophet does this because the prophet is speaking for God.  The prophet is like this because He has taken on the heart and mind of God toward His people.  The prophet will risk all for God, for he knows God has done all for him.  


The prophets are the most misunderstood authors of Scripture.  The language they use is often highly poetic, symbolic, and allegorical and one has to be keenly aware of history and ancient eastern culture to catch all the cultural allusions and backhanded barbs the prophets use to get people to wake up to God (we highly recommend using a good study bible when reading the prophets to help explain these things).  And that is their purpose, to get those who have been lulled into anemic faith, a false sense of security, and dependence on human works to wake up to God once again.  They demand the justice of God, and are quick to point out that God alone justifies those who have gone astray.   So read this week’s passages from the prophets as they are intended: a call to purify our faith and to turn whole-heartedly to the Lord: to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength!

Tuesday, November 13

Malachi 1 & 2


In the next two days you will read the entire book of Malachi the prophet.  Note his linguistic trick of making a claim/accusation on behalf of God, asking a question on behalf of the people (a question that is also a bit of a denial), and then God speaking through Malachi to accuse the nation of Israel and call them to repent and turn back to God in faith.  God is not interested in a people going through the motions of faith and sacrifice.  He is not interested in lip service and ho-hum devotion to His word and ways.  God speaks to people and priests, to peasant and prince alike.  


In your reading ask God to point out and purge from your own heart and mind the temptation to take God and His word for you lightly.  Ask Him to remove our culture’s standards of right and wrong and to receive His completely.  Ask Him for a faith that shines brightly in the midst of a dark and broken generation.  May God’s word transform your devotion to Him.

Wednesday, November 14

Malachi 3 & 4


Here God calls for complete devotion in an area many find almost impossible to do: our financial devotion to God.  Even Martin Luther quipped that a man’s wallet is the last thing to be converted in a person.  Hear now the words of God to His people, then and today.  Ask God for the trust in Him to give fully to Him, and pray that He removes the fear and the coveting of things that so often get in the way of becoming a generous and faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.  


The last chapter of Malachi displays another common theme of the prophets.  This is referring to the “day of the Lord” (sometimes just referred to as “the day” or “the great day” or similar phrases).  This is a reference to the day Christ comes to judge all humanity, and to restore and recreate the heavens and the earth.  The “day” is longed for throughout the prophets, and they are constantly calling God’s people to remember what God has promised.  That God will one day put an end to pain, suffering, sin, war, rebellion, and more.  That God will bring complete healing to all those who trust in Him.  Pray today you would long for this as well: For Behold He is coming soon!  Amen!  Come Lord Jesus!

Thursday, November 15

Amos 1 & 2


Amos preached in a time of great economic prosperity in the history of the nation of Israel.  People assumed that since times were good it meant God was happy with them and blessing them.  Yet it was also a time of oppression of the poor, of little regard for justice and holy living, and a light-hearted (at best) devotion to the things of God.  Thus Amos became a thorn in the flesh of a nation that wanted to rest in its riches.  Amos boomed of their poverty of spirit, of their poverty of righteousness.  He declared their lives were far from what God desired.  God demanded the people to repent through the preaching of Amos, and Amos hammered and thundered to get the attention of the people.  


You’ll note the poetic style.  It is a style meant to show God is fully just in condemning them for their sin and rebellion against him.  Amos is calling the people to repent.  Will any of them hear?  Will you?  Ask God to show you what you have let slide in your faith and pray that His Spirit may awaken you to living fully for Him.

Friday, November 16

Amos 4


The prophets remind us it is unwise to “play church.”  God doesn’t accept the trivial and trite.  He knows where our hearts are.  We can put shiny plastic faces on and fool our friends and others in our faith community, but we will never fool God.  God wants us to fool no one, including ourselves, but to fully trust in Him and live in harmony with Him, ourselves, others, and His creation.  For this we were made, and God does not desire we accept any substitutes.  God sent His prophets, whose words can echo into our lives even today, to call us back to a God who will shower His grace, mercy, and peace over those who humble themselves and call on His name.


In Christ God forgives those who have made His ways trivial and trite.  May your attention this day turn to the King of kings and Lord of lords and may you turn from the mundane and fully embrace the one who made you.

Saturday, November 17

Jeremiah 29

The prophets did not only preach “hellfire and damnation,” as some are led to think.  There are many words of great healing and consolation.  The prophets fill us with divine promise of grace and mercy offered to all who turn to God in faith.  The prophets fill us with inspiring glimpses of the kingdom of God and what God will give to those who have walk by faith in this life.  The book of “Isaiah” is often referred to as the “fifth Gospel” for its powerful and profound proclamation of the Good News and God’s saving work among His people.


So read Jeremiah 29 today realizing that God does restore.  God calls us to repentance because sin destroys our lives, our relationship with Him, and the lives of those around us.  God hates the sin we permit to exist in our lives because He knows how completely destructive it is to us.  But He is so gracious to all who return to Him.  So while Jeremiah is writing to those who have been carried into exile as a consequence of their rebellion against God, Jeremiah assures them God is faithful and merciful and care for God’s people in a foreign land and ultimately heal and restore them.  Verse 11 is one of the most treasured in all Scripture.  May it bless you this day as well.

Week 11, The Exile

Monday, November 19

Daniel 1


I remember Sean Connery’s character in the movie The Untouchables speak to his partner with his dying breath, “What are you prepared to do?”  It was meant to be a motivational statement to stop the evil rampage of Al Capone and his criminal organization.  Today we see what Daniel is prepared to do: take on the new empire he is now, for all intensive purposes, a slave to and not forsake the lifestyle he knows God wants him to live.  It was a gutsy move, one that could endanger Daniel’s life before it had even begun in this new kingdom.  Yet the word of God tells us “Daniel resolved not to defile himself with. . . “


The word of God tells us that Christians are “elect exiles,” meaning when God saves us and brings us into His eternal kingdom we become exiles in whatever nation (kingdom) we currently live in.  The reason for this is simple: no nation on earth is completely Christian or follows the ways of God’s kingdom here on earth like it is in heaven.  Not even our precious US of A.  So the place we now live is filled with practices, customs, traditions, and laws that are at best unhelpful to living out our faith and at worst contradictory or even hostile to living for God’s kingdom.  So what are you prepared to do?  Like Daniel, how have you resolved not to defile yourself by keeping from the customs, mindsets, and cultural rhythms that are contrary to God’s word?  Pray God does indeed give you the resolve to live boldly and courageously for Him each day you live as an exile of Christ in this land.

Tuesday, November 20

Lamentations 1


The next few days you will read the gut wrenching cries of one who has lost everything he knew and loved and is trying to process this pain through the lens of his faith.  Jeremiah, the author of this brief book in Scripture, has just seen the destruction of his nation, the razing of the temple of God, and the people and king humiliated and carried into exile.  In this first chapter he describes the terrible destruction to which he is witness.  


This destruction, my friends, is the terrible result of unrepentant sin.  One nation need not destroy another for us to see this devastation around us and in the lives of those we see each day.  Unrepentant sin daily destroys careers, homes, families, neighborhoods, communities, cities, and nations.  You have no doubt hurt others by your sin, and been hurt by the sin of others.  We have a tendency to magnify the sins of others, and diminish the negative impact of our own, but sin destroys.  Period.  Ask God today for the courage to face and repent of any sin in your life before it becomes destructive.  Pray to be delivered from the effects of the sins of others.  Ask God for his forgiveness and mercy to restore you, your home, your family, and your community from the ravages of sin.  Go out today knowing that God does indeed heal!  That no sin is too great for him to heal and restore once we have repented and turned back to Him.

Wednesday, November 21

Lamentations 2


Today seems to get even worse.  The agony described by Jeremiah is heart wrenching.  The simple fact is we can be lulled into a false sense of the nature of sin when we “get away with it” or it “doesn’t really hurt anybody.”  Sin completely destroys.  If there are no physical signs we can witness, it will always destroy our relationship with God.  Ask God to help you heed his dire warnings of the nature and result of sin in our lives, and call on Him to forgive and heal.  


This is why I am completely overwhelmed by the grace of God given in Jesus Christ.  Our sin deserves nothing but punishment and we should reap each day what we sow.  Yet God in His grace forgives, takes away consequences, heals, and restores us; our families, our church and our community.  This grace is stunning.  These few chapters in Lamentations give us a glimpse as to the ravages of sin, but also point to how much God loves and forgives in humanity.  Christ, perfect in holiness, was willing to bear the weight of the brokenness and horror described in these chapters, and left unwritten in every home and society and nation in the history of the world, so that we could be restored and reconciled to Him.  Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me!  Thank God today for His grace.  

Thursday, November 22

Lamentation 3


Hear the power of God’s grace in the words of Jeremiah today.  We may feel the consequences of our or someone else’s sin will utterly destroy us.  Not so.  Not in Jesus.  Though we may to one degree or other suffer the consequences of sin in this life, God’s word is clear that all who trust in Christ will not feel the pangs of sin forever.  There will one day be no more suffering, no more tears, no more hurt, no more horror.  That would be enough, but we also know that God brings hope and healing into this life as well.  We know God can and does restore life after life that has been ravaged by sin.  


On this day of thanksgiving, thank God for the blessings he bestows out of his grace and mercy.  Thank Him that He does forgive, does heal, does restore, does renew.  Thank Him that this and every morning His mercies are new and refreshing to those whose call upon His name.  Reread 3:22-33.  Enjoy those great words of comfort.  

Friday, November 23

Daniel 3


We return to how to live in exile in a land that does not always desire to have us live for our King of kings and Lord of lords.  What is a follower of Christ to do when faced with persecution, when faced with ridicule, and when faced with punishment for holding fast to what you believe?  We are to trust in God above all others.  We are to faithfully walk in His ways.  We are to assume He will deliver us from evil and keep us from temptation.  But even if He does not, as the three men tell the king in verse 18, we must hold on to the way of Christ over and above the ways of the world around us.  


Pray today for the courage and faith to live with the conviction displayed by Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Pray God would always deliver you from the evil around you, but pray even more you would never give in to that evil even if God allows persecution to enter your life.  May the words of Jesus recorded by John the evangelist ring in your heart, soul, and mind, “Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life!”  Amen.  Come Lord Jesus!

Saturday, November 24

1 Peter 1 


The book of 1 Peter has been described as a primer for how Christians are to live this life of exile to which we have been called.  Secure in our faith and knowledge that Christ has come, that He has delivered us from sin and death, that He has promised us salvation and given us the hope of eternal life, we can begin to live for Christ and in this great confidence.  Peter encourages Christians through the ages to let go of old, unhelpful, and sinful ways, to put aside ignorance and grow in faith, and to embrace righteousness and pure living.  As exiles we must be doubly wise, living in a land that is not quite our home but engaging that homeland with our faith and love and hope.  We are not to be overcome by culture, but overcome the culture with the Good News of Christ.  


So pray for God to give you this strength and boldness today.  Pray the Lord has His name made Holy, His kingdom come, His will be done through your life, faith, and hope.  Recognize God desires you to inspire your community to live out the hope found in Christ.  As Peter speaks in 1 Peter 3:15, “but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect.”

Week 12, Restoration

Monday, November 26

Ezra 1 & 2


Today shows that God accomplishes His purpose and His promises.  God had spoken through the prophets Jeremiah and Ezekiel that the exile would end.  God had let His people know He would forgive their sinful rebellion and restore them to their homeland.  This was a powerful act of grace on God’s part, for they hardly deserved to be allowed to return to the land promised to Abraham and his descendants.


Even more stunning is how God brings this about.  He causes the king of what is probably the most powerful empire of the day to issue an edict to have the exiles return to their land and agrees to fund the rebuilding of the temple destroyed 70 years prior!  God has used the exiles to change the heart of Cyrus, and Cyrus opens the door for the fulfillment of God’s promises.  There is nothing God can’t accomplish, and he often does so in a way that is almost unbelievable to those who witness it.  


Thank God today that when He promises something, it will come to pass.  Do not doubt His promises toward you in the least, but be filled with hope knowing the great promises of His salvation toward you!

Tuesday, November 27

Nehemiah 1


Today’s reading is a powerful prayer of faith offered by Nehemiah to bring healing and restoration to his people.  Nehemiah was in the service of the king, an exile placed by God in a position where he could be a blessing to his own people as well as the king of the land.  His is a prayer of humility, expectation, faith, and hope.  Nehemiah knows God will have to work through the authorities of this world to get Israel to return from exile.  And we already know that God did answer this prayer and move the king to restore God’s people to their homeland.


What does your heart long for?  What do you desperately desire to see restored?  What in your life, in your family, or in our community truly breaks your heart and needs the hand of God to bring healing?  I’d encourage you to use this prayer of Nehemiah to guide your own prayers for God to bring healing and restoration.  Trust that He is and will be working to bring His purposes and promises to fruition.  Trust that God is a God who heals and restores, now and forever.

Wednesday, November 28

Nehemiah 8


Though sorrow may last through the night, joy comes with the morning.  I love serving a God that wants me to experience joy and rejoicing.  It is true I am to be sorrowful over my sin and the evil of this world, yet I am also to rejoice in the good God has done for us, is doing for us, and will do for us in the return of Jesus Christ.  My life is to be marked with the presence of joy and rejoicing, for there is much to celebrate when we ponder God’s work of grace, healing, and restoration in our lives.  


Give thanks to God today that you have a Savior who initiates week-long parties dedicated to praising Him and rejoicing in what He has done for us.  If you are filled with sorrow or pain this week, begin to hope in God and allow Him to return joy in this season of giving and thankfulness.  May the joy of the Lord be your strength!

Thursday, November 29

Nehemiah 9


This chapter sums up 1,000 years of Israelite history.  It is a history that you could probably write about your own life.; seasons of faithfulness and joy followed by seasons of selfishness, sin and doubt.  Consequences of your sin followed by God’s gracious healing and restoration.  Then doing it all over again.  If nothing else, this reveals the amazing nature of God’s grace toward us.  His kind and benevolent hand is always forgiving and restoring, even when He’s had to do it for the same person or people too many times to count.  


So give thanks today for having a God that is forgiving, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  Give thanks you have God who heals and restores, and forgives the same sin 1,000 times over.  May you reflect this graciousness and forgiveness in your own life, bring healing and restoration strained by the selfishness, pride, and bitterness that can so easily entangle us.  

Friday, November 30

Isaiah 40


This chapter from the prophet Isaiah ushers in the promise that God brings strength, comfort, hope, and healing to those struck down by the pain of exile, brokenness, and sinful rebellion.  God is a just God that will punish sin, but He is a gracious God that restores and heals those who are hurting and call on Him to bring forgiveness and healing.  


The final verses of this chapter are some of the most treasured in all Scripture.  We have a God who renews the strength of all who hope in Him.  We have a God who heals and restores.  We have a God who causes us to soar on wings like an eagle, running the race of life without growing weary and walking the walk of faith without growing faint.  Thanks be to God for His gracious, healing, and unconquerable power!

Saturday, December 1

Revelation 21:22-22


This speaks of the ultimate restoration.  The ultimate healing for which we, and all creation are longing.  This final chapter of Revelation describes the final chapter of creation, the moment Christ returns in power and glory and finally and completely restores all things.  


The beauty of God’s grace is He has already begun to bring healing, hope, and restoration to His people and creation.  Yet we recognize that this will not be completed until Christ returns in glory and power and ushers in a new heaven and earth.  There will no longer be disease, tears, pain, hatred, sin, or suffering.  But we will bask in the light and glory of God himself, never needing artificial or other lights for the light of God’s glory will glow from every part of His new creation.


Do you look forward to this?  Do you pray for this?  Do you long to have this come to earth as it already is in heaven?  Then pray for His name to be hallowed, His kingdom come, His will be done!  Behold, He is coming soon!  Amen, Come Lord Jesus!


