Why the Catechism

We live in a broken world, far from what God intended.  Through the parts of the Catechism – the Lord’s Prayer, Communion, Confession, Ten Commandments and the Apostle’s Creed – we are given an opportunity to see the world as God intended it to be, how God intended us to be in relationship with him and others.  By looking at the bigger picture we will work to restore that relationship and gain a better understanding of our reconciliation to Christ and how to share that reconciliation with this community.

Martin Luther on Studying the Catechism


But for myself I say this: I am also a doctor and preacher, yes, as learned and experienced as all those may be who have such presumption and security; yet I act as a child who is being taught the Catechism, and every morning, and whenever I have time, I read and say, word for word, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, the Psalms, etc. And I must still read and study daily, and yet I cannot master it as I wish, but must remain a child and pupil of the Catechism, and am glad to remain so. And yet these delicate, refined fellows would with one reading promptly be doctors above all doctors, know everything and be in need of nothing. Well, this, too, is indeed a sure sign that they despise both their office and the souls of the people, yes, even God and His Word. They do not have to fall, they have already fallen all too horribly. They need to become children, and begin to learn their alphabet, which they imagine that they have long since outgrown. 


Therefore I beg such lazy bellies or arrogant saints to be persuaded and believe for God's sake that they are truly, truly not so learned or such great doctors as they imagine; and never to presume that they have finished learning this [the parts of the Catechism], or know it well enough in all points, even though they think that they know it ever so well. For even if they know and understand it perfectly (which, however, is impossible in this life), yet there are still many benefits and fruits to be obtained, if it is daily read and practiced in thought and speech; namely, that the Holy Spirit is present in such reading and repetition and meditation.  He bestows ever new and more light and devoutness, so that it is daily relished and appreciated better, as Christ promises, “Where two or three are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them (Matthew 18:20).” 


Besides, catechism study is a most effective help against the devil, the world, and the flesh and all evil thoughts.  It helps to be occupied with the Word of God, and to speak of it, and meditate upon it, just as the First Psalm declares those blessed who meditate upon the Law of God day and night. Certainly you will not release a stronger incense or other repellant against the devil than by being engaged upon God's commandments and words, and speak, sing, or think of them (Colossians 3:16). For this is indeed the true holy water and holy sign from which he flees, and by which he may be driven away (James 4:7) (LC, 353).
The Ten Commandments

Relationships. 

The Ten Commandments are about relationships – our relationship with God and the people around us.  Our understanding of God and faith grows when we place ourselves in the company and community of others; when we realize the interconnectedness of the world. We learn together.  We move forward together.  Our spiritual growth is tied to each other – not just between God and ourselves, but to the community of faith as well.

First Commandment

 “You shall have no other gods before me.” 

(Deut. 5:7)

Made to Be His

1.  How would you describe God’s original intent for our relationship with him?  What role did God design for himself?

2.  He is the source  - He is the means - If God is our source and provider, what is our role in the relationship?

3.  God is not only the creator but also the re-creator  – he brings life to dead situations and relationships.  How has God brought life to relationships you’ve experienced in your life?  How has he helped to bring a relationship from death back to life?

4.  “We need God, and we need other people.  We are limited in our ability to live alone, apart from God.  And we cannot live independently from people either.” (Cloud and Townsend, 20)  How do you balance the understanding that we are supposed to be fully dependent upon God and others with the need to be self-sufficient and autonomous? 

The Source of Good

5.  Can you describe a time/event/day when things went “perfectly” for you?  What was that like?

6.  What do you do in life to relax and/or feel good?  

7.  Who do you enjoy being with?  

8.  When you are going through a difficult time, where/how/with who do you find relief from your distress?  Why is that?

9.  The sermon discussed a “god” as being anything we expect good from.  What are some of the common sources in our world today that people expect will make them feel good?  

10.  Read the following bible verses and comment on what people trusted in more than God (or desired more than God)?  What was God’s word to them in the last three passages?

· Psalm 20:7

· Luke 12:13-21

· Romans 1:18-32

· Jeremiah 7:1-15

11.  Read Exodus 20:1-3 and Galatians 5:1 (also Galatians 1:6-10).  What is God’s desire for us?  What do we, in our sin, often do to ourselves?  

12.  How do we return to freedom?  

Second Commandment

 “You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name.”  - (Deut. 5:11) 
“You shall not take the name of the Lord, your God, in vain” (LC, 353). 

“Vain - excessively proud of or concerned about one’s own appearance, qualities, achievements etc., conceited to no purpose.” (Webster) 

“By nature we all have within us this beautiful virtue, that whoever has committed a wrong would like to cover up and adorn his disgrace, so that no one may see it or know it.  No one is so bold as to boast to all the world of the wickedness he has done.  All wish to act by stealth and without anyone being aware of what they do.  So, if anyone is caught sinning, God’s name is dragged into the affair and must make the wickedness look like godliness, and the shame like honor” (LC, 365).
1.  How many times have you looked at other people in our church and thought/assumed any/all of the following:  

a) they have a perfect life

b) nothing bothers them

c) I wish my life was problem free like theirs 
d) If they knew who I really was they’d want nothing to do with me
But, while you are looking around, everyone else is doing exactly the same thing (except of course for the Pharisees).  Why do we feel the need to hide who we are from others?

2.  Have you ever pulled away from a relationship when a situation/event causes unwanted tension?  Why? 

3.  It is our natural tendency to present the best “version” of ourselves.  No one likes to look bad, admit wrong and/or defeat. Why is it so difficult to admit that we are not perfect?  
4.  If our relationship with God sets the example for how to be in a relationship, how should we present ourselves to others? 
5. If we are to depend upon God as our source we must present ourselves to him and each other as we are – trusting in his grace and mercy.  What stops you from sharing difficult situations with others? 

6.  How does presenting a false version of who we are affect others idea of God and his role in our lives?  How have the people in your life affected your idea of God’s role in your life for good or ill?

“This commandment also applies to right teaching and to

 calling on His name in trouble or praising and thanking Him in prosperity and so on” (LC, 365).

“Call upon Me in the day of trouble;

 I will deliver you, and you shall glorify Me.” – Ps 50:15

7.  How does calling on God, in good times and bad, a way of both thanking and glorifying him?

8. Read Revelation 2:2-5.  What have you loved the most about following Christ and are you still as passionate about that now as you were before?  

9.  How is Paul encouraging Timothy and Titus to make sure that God is glorified?
· 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5

· Titus 2:1-10

Close with Luther’s Evening Prayer (found in Small Catechism) in addition to your other prayers
Third Commandment

 “Observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy, as the LORD your God has commanded you.  Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God.  On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your manservant or maidservant, nor your ox, your donkey or any of your animals, not the alien within your gates, so that your manservant and maidservant may rest, as you do.  Remember that you were slaves in Egypt and that the LORD your God brought you out of there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm.  Therefore the LORD your God has commanded you to observe the Sabbath day.” (Deut. 5:12-15)
1.  Worship and rest.  What does it mean to worship God and why do you worship?

2.  “However, this keeping of the Sabbath, I point out, is not restricted to a certain time, as with the Jewish people.  It does not have to be just on this day or that day.  For in itself no one day is better than another [Romans 14:5-6].  Instead, this should be done daily…From ancient times Sunday <the Lord’s Day> has been appointed for this purpose.  So we also should continue to do the same, in order that everything may be done in an orderly way and no one may create disorder by starting unnecessary practices” (LC, 368).
Read Colossians 2:16-17.  What makes worship holy?

3.  Often we think of worship as being only part of a worship “service” – Luther speaks of worship as being a time when “we occupy ourselves with God’s word and exercise ourselves in the Word” (LC, 368).  How do you occupy yourself with the Word?

4.  Read the following and make comments about God’s word-its work and power, its purpose, how we can devote ourselves to it, etc.

· Psalm 119:9-16

· Isaiah 55:10-11

· Hebrews 4:12

· Deuteronomy 8:1-7

· 2 Timothy 2:16-17

5.  What is rest to you? How do your relationships in life help and/oo/or hinder your ability to rest?
6. The Sabbath is about worship but it is also about rest.  “The word holiday is used for the Hebrew word Sabbath, which properly means “to rest”, that is, to cease from labor…In that way both man and beast might recover and not be weakened by endless labor” (LC, 367). Without Rest we cannot worship.  What does God’s desire for us to rest say about his intention for our lives? How is that different from how you are living your life today?

7.  Rest teaches us that our value to God is based on His grace, not our activity (good or bad); that we are loved and accepted as human beings, not human doings.  Do you believe this?

8.  Taking time to rest, in the American culture, is often seen as being lazy or “unproductive” leading to feelings of guilt and worthlessness. But in order to make relationships work, there has to be time to communicate, to listen and process – that is why we need time to rest with God.  What prevents you from resting?  
9. The Biblical definition of rest is not equal to our culture’s idea of recreation (watching TV, facebook, sports etc.).  Instead it involves devotion to God through worship, prayer, meditation on his word and a refocusing on community and relationships.  How does your resting fit into the Biblical definition?
Fourth Commandment

 “Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD your God has commanded you, so that you may live long and that it may go well with you in the land the LORD your God is giving you.” (Deut. 5:16)
1.  God calls us all to certain roles in life.  What roles have you played and/p/or are you playing now?

2.  We are not asked to merely love our father and mother, but to honor them. 

“For it is a far higher thing to honor someone than to love someone, because honor includes no only love, but also modesty, humility, and submission to a majesty hidden in them” (LC, 371).
How are the two, love and honor, different from one another?
3.   “We grow angry and grumble with impatience, and all the good that we have received throughout our life is wiped out of our memory.  

We act the same way toward our parents, and there is no child that understands and considers what the parents have endured while nourishing and fostering him, unless the Holy Spirit grants him this grace.” (LC, 373). 
Families with young children today have schedules dominated by the desires of the children.  To what degree is that healthy (and godly) for the families? What should not suffer due to extracurricular activities?

4.  We are to respect authority and those who have been placed in authority in our lives (parents, teachers, leaders, government).  What character qualities/attributes do you most honor/respect in leaders?  Which do you least respect?  How do you measure up to these qualities?

5.  When someone in authority fails we can respond in a variety of ways:

a) blindly support them

b) faithfully support them through dealing with the situation

c) dismiss the individual and their actions

d) reject and vilify the individual

e) other:  _____________________________
How does God desire us to respond?

6.  Read the following and make notes of what God expected from families, parents, and children.

· Malachi 2:15

· Deuteronomy 6:1-9

· Ephesians 6:1-4

· Proverbs 1:8-9

7.  “Parents are not to be deprived of their honor because of their conduct or their failings.  Therefore, we are not to consider who they are or how they may be, but the will of God, who has created and ordained parenthood.” (LC, 371).
Do you agree or disagree with this statement?  How does it apply to all leaders?  What would happen if we only obeyed authorities when they deserved to be obeyed? 

8.  How and to what degree are we to be obedient to authority?

· Colossians 3:23-24

· Acts 4:19-20

9.  If you became aware a child was in an abusive situation, what would you encourage the child to do?  What “godly advice” would you give them?  

Fifth Commandment
“You shall not murder.” (Deut. 5:17)

“The spiritual meaning of this commandment is that we are not to “kill” our neighbor in our hearts, with our thoughts, with our words, or with our hands…Luther goes on to explain that we break the Fifth Commandment not only by acting against it, but also when we fail to protect our neighbor” (LC, 378-379). 

1.  If we must not harm others in our hearts, thoughts, words and hands then we must protect them with the same.  How?

2.  Read Ephesians 4:25-32.  Showing grace does not mean simply being “nice” but seeking to protect our neighbor – helping them to grow.  Have you ever received/experienced “tough love”?  How did it help you grow, and/or help others to grow? How  do you share the grace you’ve been shown to others?
3.  We place the needs of others before our own in relationships because we trust we will be cared for in return.  Relationships are not about acting or doing for another in order to receive something in return.  We give mercy because we have been given mercy, not because we want mercy. Have you experienced a relationship where the other person is simply giving to receive? 

4.  Have you ever been mad at someone when you feel they’ve not responded to what you’ve given?

5.  “God, and government are not included in this commandment.  Nor is the power to kill taken away, which God and government have.  To punish evildoers, God has delegated His authority to the government…” (LC, 379).  Why would Luther specify that this commandment does not apply to all institutions?
6.  In what ways do we “kill/murder” people in our lives?  What ways disturb you the most?  What does this reveal about our value of life?

7.  Read Matthew 5:20-26 and 5:43-48.  Does this commandment apply only to those people we “like,” or does it apply even more specifically to our “enemies?”

8.  Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-11 and Revelation 2:8-11.  Is it possible we will suffer by following this commandment? What is your response to the potential for that suffering?
9.  Have you ever taken someone to court?  Whether you “won” or “lost,” what impact did that have on your relationship?
10.  Christ does not force a relationship with us but allows us to grow in our understanding of him and respond to him.  As Luther said “children who must be forced with rods and blows will not develop into a good generation.  At best they will remain godly under such treatment only as long as the rod is upon their backs.”(LC, 367).  What do you appreciate about the freedom you have in Christ?

Sixth Commandment

“You shall not commit adultery.” (Deut. 5:18)

“Luther keenly discerns that chastity is not a matter of vowing to live a celibate life, but of honoring God and one’s spouse with one’s whole being: thoughts, words, and actions.” (LC, 381).
1.  How do you honor God with your life?

From “There” to “Here”…

“There”= God’s plan for our sexuality
a) A chaste single person 
b)  One man and one woman

        devoted to the Lord
     experiencing the joy and 

                         security of oneness for life
 “Here” = Our culture’s view of sexuality today

· Polygamy... Adultery... Homosexuality... 
· What I do before I get married is my business and won’t effect my marriage... Sex between “consenting adults” is okay... 
· Statutory rape -> Teens are going to have sex, deal with it…

· Prostitution -> It is a “victimless” crime -> Pornography -> Child pornography -> Sex trafficking of teens and children -> Child abuse and molestation... 

2.  After abandoning God’s original plan who is to decide what is good for human sexuality (at any age)?  

3.  Is sex merely a physical act, or does it involve body, mind, and soul? Read 1 Corinthians 6:12-20. 

· What does Paul mean when he says sexual sin is against our very own bodies (whole person – body, mind soul)? 
· If one hour with a prostitute makes us one with that person, what impact does an affair (of mind or body) have on our relationship with our spouse (present or future)? 
· Our culture teaches us that a condom can make sex safe.  Condoms do not protect our mind and soul.  According to God’s word, what is safe sex?
4.  Read 1 Corinthians 7:1-11.  Is it possible to be married and yet still live an impure life sexually (in thought, word, or deed)?

“Now I speak of this in order that the young may be guided so that they desire the married estate and know that it is a blessed estate and pleases God. For in this way, over time we might cause married life to be restored to honor.  There might be less of the filthy, loose, disorderly ends that now run riot the world over in open prostitution and other shameful vices arising from disregard for married life” (383).
5.  How can we teach our young people to honor marriage and desire to live sexually pure lives devoted to God and love for their own spiritual, emotional, and physical health?  

6. Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-11.  How can God’s grace restore us if defiled by sexual sin (by our own choices or things done to us)?   What aspects of healing need to take place?  How can we encourage others to receive God’s healing power?
7.  What is the difference between being forgiven by God, and being healed by God?

8.  “We must give help and counsel, so as to maintain our neighbor’s honor” (LC, 382). Read John 8:1-11.  Jesus did not come to condemn but to forgive. Love does not condemn, neither does it allow another to continue in destructive behavior.  How have you actively shown grace to another person who has been unfaithful in their relationships?
Seventh Commandment

“You shall not steal.” (Deut. 5:19)

1.  Did you ever steal something as a child and then took it back?

2.  God intended for us to be dependent upon him and also upon others. Dependence in relationships affords us the opportunity to learn to trust and grow with and from others.  What relationships in your life have demonstrated this kind of dependence?

3.  Relationships are messy and our relationship with God is no exception.  How we interact with others directly relates to our relationship with our Lord.  How would someone describe your relationship with God based upon your relationships with others?  
4. “Stealing is not only physically robbing another’s possessions, but it is also taking advantage of other people.” (LC, 384).
 If you steel $1,000 from your workplace there is a defined consequence. Yet how many of us waste time, don’t give 100%, don’t treat our employer’s equipment well, in such a way that we cost our employer’s far more than $1,000?  How do you struggle with the above?
5.  In a free market economy almost any price people are willing to pay for a product or service is considered morally acceptable.  If we charge more for a product or service than is necessary to meet our expenses and produce a reasonable profit, are we stealing from our customers?  Why or why not?  

6.  Read Malachi 3:6-12.  How does the Lord describe being robbed by His people?  According to this definition, are you robbing God at this point in your life?

7.  Read Galatians 6:7-10, James 5:1-6 and Psalm 37:25.
What do these passages tell us about how to treat others and the result of living an honorable life?  

8. Not only should we avoid stealing but we should consider how to be generous toward God and others.  How are you showing generosity in our church, community, and world that help build up your “neighbor?”

9.  Read 1 Corinthians 6:1-8.  Being stolen from can cause our relationships with others to break and become distorted.  Addressing those breaks can be a painful experience, but through the showing of grace and mercy we can face the issue and save the relationship.

How do we show and experience grace in these relationships? 

Eighth Commandment

“You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.” 

(Deut. 5:20)
1. Have you ever been the victim of rumor or gossip and what was that experience like? 
2. At times we do not always take the time to get-to-know a person and instead rely on first and/or second hand information to establish our opinion.  When have you wrongfully judged or been wrongfully judged based solely on another person’s opinion?
3.  We’ve all heard that communication is key in having successful relationships.  What role(s) do words play in our relationships?

4.  We live in a world where independence and freedom is valued above all else and so often forget that our actions do not stand alone. Everything we do impacts others, even people we do not know.  How does that knowledge impact how you communicate with others?  How should it impact your communication?

“For there is nothing on or in a person that can do both greater and more extensive good or harm in spiritual and in temporal matters than the tongue.” (LC, 392).
5.  Read James 3:1-12.  How have you used your tongue and/or words to heal?  How have your words been destructive to others?  Which do you do more often?
“For it is a common evil plague that everyone prefers hearing evil more than hearing good about his neighbor…everyone would much prefer that all the world should speak of him in glowing terms.  Yet we cannot bear that the best is spoken about others.” (LC, 389)
6.  Why is gossip so attractive?

7.  Why is it so easy for us to judge others by their actions and ourselves by our intentions?  

8.  Read John 15:18-20.  Being honest and truthful will not always be easy.  Jesus was persecuted for speaking the truth, and Christians can expect the same.  How has this knowledge impacted your ability to speak up in difficult situations?
9.  If you are living in a toxic environment (work, home, church, etc.) or have in the past, how can your taking the steps to speak the truth begin to restore that environment?  Do you feel equipped to handle that kind of situation?  

10.  Read Matthew 18:15-18.  If a fellow Christian is erring in sin, what is the proper way to address that issue with the person?  Have you ever corrected anyone in this manner?

11.  What is the purpose of confronting out neighbor and at what point should we begin that process (Matthew 18:15)?

12.  Addressing an issue with another person shows that you care more about them than avoiding conflict.  How can such an approach to our relationship with God strengthen our relationship with him?

 13.  “Above all, love each other deeply because love covers over a multitude of sins.” (1 Peter 4:8)  How can we love others with our words and use words to comfort them in ways beyond surface level?  

Ninth and Tenth Commandments

“You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife.  You shall not set your desire on your neighbor’s house or land, his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” (Deut. 5:21)
“If it is not called stealing and cheating, it is still called coveting your neighbor’s property, that is, aiming at possession of it, luring it away from him without his consent, and being unwilling to see him enjoy what God has granted him.” (LC, 394).
1.  What is something that you want (material possession, relationship, experience)?

2. What does it mean to be content?  What are you content with in life?  What aspect of life do you want to improve?

3.  God would like us to come to him when we are in need or think we do not have enough.  Why is wanting what other people have easier than going to God?
4.  When we want what is not our own we begin to look to ourselves and not to God as the source of our lives.  God desires for us to depend upon him – to look not only at others through his eyes, but at ourselves as well.  Describe what God sees when he looks at you.

5.  We have been redeemed by the blood of Christ and so our relationship with God is being restored.  Does that change how you think God sees you (Galatians 3:27)?

6.  A different way of looking at coveting is to see that by wanting what someone else has we desire that they no longer have that something.  How could that affect our relationship with them?

7.  Read 1 Kings 21:1-16
Other than it is good to be king, what does this passage teach us about the results of coveting?  

8.  In finding reconciliation and restoration in Christ what then should we want for our neighbor?  How will you put that into action in your own life?
“For He especially wants us to have a pure heart [Matthew 5:8], although we will never attain to that as long as we live here.  So this commandment will remain, like all the rest, one that will constantly accuse us and show how godly we are in God’s sight.” (LC, 310)
9.  Read Galatians 2:16.  What role do these laws play in our salvation?  What do they point us toward?  

Commandments Wrap-Up
1.  How can having a schedule full of “good things” be bad?

2.  Read Romans 7:15. How would you respond to the following: “If I make right choices, I will grow spiritually”?
3.  Read Galatians 3:13-14 and 2 Corinthians 5:17-21. What did Jesus accomplish on the cross, i.e. what is the power of the cross?

4.  If following the Law is not what saves us, if making right choices and trying harder is not going to work, what purpose do the commandments serve in our lives?

5.  “Right choices are necessary but not sufficient for growth.  Spiritual growth is always a combination of [1] choosing the good, [2] gaining the support and strength to do it, and [3] dealing with the bad” (240)
Which of the three elements of Spiritual growth above are you intentionally living out?  Which are you not?  What do you need to have in place in order to live out all of the above elements?

6.  Read James 4:1-10.  In humility we must come before God to express our inability to fix what we cannot make right on our own.  More than a one-time experience, humility is an attitude.  What makes you feel humbled? How can admitting weakness and our inability to do good help us to grow in our understanding and experience of God’s grace?

7.  Confession is a necessary part of spiritual growth played out not only in our relationship with God but also our relationships with each other.  How do we grow spiritually through confession?

8.  How would you respond to the statement:  “Just doing the right thing is more important than why I do it”? (LC, 243).

9.  Can you think of a time when you did something simply because it was a “good” thing to do and not because that is what you wanted to do?  

10.  Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-7.  Where should our decisions/actions come from?  Why can be it be detrimental to do good things when the action is not coming from our hearts?

11. What opportunity to grow in faith presents itself when we find ourselves in a situation where we know what the good thing to do would be but we don’t want to do it? 

12.  Read Ephesians 2:8-10.  How is receiving grace a part of our growth in Christ?

13. Read Matthew 9:13.  God did not seek our obedience for obedience’s sake but as a means to build up to maturity.  How do God’s commands and living according to them bring us to maturity? 

What God Has Done for Us
The Apostles Creed

We continue looking at the Catechism moving on to the Apostle’s Creed.  Within the words of this statement of faith, we see not only the relationship between Father, Son and Spirit, but our relationship with each as well.


“The term creed comes from the Latin word credo, “I believe.” Creeds are summary confessions of faith used by the vast majority of Christians. They developed at a time when most people could not read and needed a memorable standard of faith.   After Jesus ascended into heaven, the earliest Christians began using summaries of Christian teaching (1 Cor. 15:3–5).” (The Lutheran Difference:  God the Father).
“…the Creed shows us the One who creates [Father], redeems [Son], and sanctifies [Holy Spirit] us” and it “teaches us to know Him fully” (Large Catechism, 398).
The First Article: God the Father - Creation

“Since God is the maker of heaven and earth, we realize that all we are, all we will ever become, and all we posses depends entirely on our Creator.” (399)
“I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

What does this mean?

I believe that God has made me and all creatures.  He has given me my body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my limbs, my reason, and all my senses, and still preserves them.  In addition, He has given me clothing and shoes, meat and drink, house and home, wife and children, fields, cattle, and all my goods.  He provides me richly and daily with all that I need to support this body and life.  He protects me from all danger and guards me and preserves me from all evil.  He does all this out of pure, fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit or worthiness in me.  For all this I ought to thank Him, praise Him, serve Him and obey Him.  This is most certainly true.”




(Small Catechism 105)
God the Father is the source, the means by which we live and are able to be.  Our relationship with him is one of dependence and action.  All that we will become is rooted in God’s creation.  
1.  How has God made himself known to you?  

2.  What sort of God do you have?  Tell me about the God you have?  What do you know about Him?  What do you find in scripture that leads you to your answer?  What is your favorite scripture about God?
3.  Read Romans 8:18-23.   What is the state of creation due to sin? Read 2 Corinthians 5:17-21 – How is God restoring his creation?

How is God restoring you?
4.   Read Isaiah 48:9-11.  What is God’s motivation in what he is doing in the world?


When God is rightly glorified in us – that is when we are most content and at peace in this life.  When he is zealous/jealous for his name that is good for us – because He glorifies himself through us. 
5.  If people acted purely for their own honor we would call them proud or conceited.  Why is it different with God and how is that good for us?   

6.  How can the emphasis on self-sufficiency relate to our need to prove ourselves to God and “work” to bring ourselves back into his grace?  To put it another way, “how have you tried to earn his approval, to earn life?” (How People Grow Workbook, 43)
7.  He does all this out of pure, fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any merit of worthiness in me (SC, 105). What is God giving to us?

8. Read Matthew 18:21-35.  What did God do for the servant?  Looking at God’s actions, how are we to respond?


God forgave the servant an unforgiveable debt
The Second Article: God the Son - Redemption

“The one who calls God “Father” immediately knows [about] and contemplates the Son.” – Athanasius
“And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

What does this mean?

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil; not with gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and death, that I may be His own and live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead, lives and reigns to all eternity.  This is most certainly true.”
(Small Catechism 115-116)
1.  The second article reveals that God gives “over and above the temporal goods” (401).  In Christ he “has completely poured forth Himself” (401).   Have you ever experience this kind of love from someone in your life?  How do you respond to the idea that God has poured out his life into you?

2.  Jesus is with us (Matthew 28:20).   Is there a relationship in your life where you feel the other person is a part of you and when are you most aware of their presence?  Do you feel the same about Christ dwelling within you?  When are you most aware of His presence?  As a child mimics the actions of their parents, what do you see of Christ coming out through you?

3.  The definition of redemption speaks of deliverance and rescue.  It is not a solitary activity (we cannot save ourselves), but involves action and relationship.  Do you feel the need to be rescued?  Read 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.  Christ is our Redeemer and we have been bought by him.  How do we daily live out the understanding that we are in need of being rescued and redeemed by Christ?

4. We confess Christ is our Lord.  “But what does it mean to become Lord”? (LC, 401). Read Matthew 26:36-46. Do you have trouble trusting God?  What example of trust does Jesus provide?
5.  How is Christ the Lord of your life and what has he overcome in you in order to do so?
6.  Read Philippians 1:29 and John 16:33.  Christ overcame suffering and death on the cross.  How does Jesus respond to suffering?  How do you respond to suffering in your life?  
7.  Read Matthew 7:12.  In what way are you doing for others what you would hope would be done for you?
8.  Read Matthew 26:28 and Luke 24:44-49.  Why did Christ die? 
9.  Read Romans 8:1-2.  Because of Christ we have been found non-guilty of our sins.  We have been made free.  How do you respond to and live in that freedom?
The Third Article: God the Holy Spirit - Sanctification

And in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean?

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctified the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  In this Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.  On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.  This is most certainly true.”  

 (Small Catechism, 144).
1.  How have you experienced the Spirit working in your life?

2.  How is the church holy?  Read 1 Corinthians 6:11.  What role do you play in making it holy?

3.  What are some of the ways in which the Spirit works?

(Psalm 139, Genesis 1, Ezekiel 36:22-29; 37:1-14, Matthew 28:19, John 14:26, Romans 8:26)
4.  Read Ephesians 1:13 and 4:30. Do you feel secure in the knowledge that the Spirit is with you?  Are there times when you resist the Spirit’s work in your life?

5.  The Holy Spirit connects us to the presence of Christ in our lives. Many people today say they do not need the church; their faith is just a matter of themselves and God, no one else need be involved.  Why do you think people want their faith to be only a one-on-one experience with God?

6.  Luther says,“through the church, He [the Spirit] preaches to us and brings us to Christ.” (403). How are your relationships within the body of Christ bringing you closer to Him?

7.  The Spirit brings us to Christ that we may receive that “which we could not get ourselves” (403).  Read 1 Corinthians 12:3 and 1 Peter 3:18.  How do you feel when you realize that you would know nothing of Christ or believe in him without the Holy Spirit? 

8.  Relationships are about daily communication.  What relationship in life do you find yourself consciously working on communication? 

9. We can communicate in many ways.  In a whisper, a laugh, joking, yelling/shouting, sarcastically, condescendingly; communication can be both good and bad.  What does a healthy prayer life look like?  What example does Christ present us with?

10.  “We have already received creation.  Redemption too, is finished.  But the Holy Spirit carries on His word without ceasing to the Last Day.  For that purpose He has appointed a congregation upon earth by which He speaks and does everything” (406).  In what way is the Spirit working through our congregation?
Prayer Introduction

In the coming weeks we will not only look at the Lord’s Prayer but will explore prayer in general - how we pray, when we pray, how to pray through scripture on our own and with others as well as ways to pray for each other, our community and the world. 
Each week will include a few discussion questions and will close with an opportunity to pray through a scripture passage related to the petition covered that week.  A daily prayer devotional will also be available beginning January 15th.

As you meet throughout January and February, reflect on your prayer life, how it has changed throughout your life, how it has not, and how God is moving and working through you as you grow in your understanding of prayer, it's purpose in your life and its power in the world.

Discussion Questions
1.  Think about the lasting relationships in your life.  What has made them last?

2.  Why do we pray?  

3.  “Prayer is a constant in our life for we are always in need of God’s mercy.”  (Large Catechism, 408)   Prayer is communication, a very powerful form of communication.  As with all relationships being intentional about communication is both necessary and difficult. What can we infer regarding the purpose of prayer given that it is to be a constant in our lives (1 Thessalonians 5:17)?  

4.  “Why should I pray?”  Who knows whether God heeds or will hear my prayer?  If I do not pray, someone else will.” (409 LC)  Why is it important to pray?  How does a lack of communication affect our relationships with others?  With God? 

5.   What can impede our ability to communicate with God?  Do you have any ideas about fathers or fatherhood which interfere with your desire to call God Father?  

6.  Read Galatians 4:1-7.  How do you recognize that Jesus – God’s true son – teaches us that we - God’s chosen and adopted children - are to call upon God as our father (as Jesus himself called God father)? 
7.  Does it feel natural/normal to you that God wants to be in a relationship with you?  How do you struggle to sustain your commitment to that relationship?  How could others encourage you in that relationship?

The Lord’s Prayer - Matthew 6:9-13

Hallowed be Thy name.
God's name is holy regardless of whether or not we pray that it would be so.  But it is a blessing when God's name is holy in our lives and so we pray that it would be holy.

Hallow: to make holy; sanctify; consecrate.
Discussion Questions

1.  Read Isaiah 6:1-8.  How comfortable are you saying God’s name out-loud?  In what context are you most comfortable speaking about God?  Where are you most uncomfortable?

2. Read Galatians 5:16-24.  What makes God’s name holy in our lives?  What does not?
3.  God’s name is holy (Exodus 20:7).  We have the ability to honor and uphold his name as holy to others or we can denigrate it through our words and actions.  What in your life is not showing people that God is a holy God who is also making you holy? 

4.  Read Galatians 1:6-17.  How does the church represent the holiness, justice and grace of God to our culture?  How does getting distracted from the church’s mission and purpose denigrate God’s name?  How can we pray for the church to remain focused?

Prayer Application
God is indeed great.  He created the world and everything in it, including us.  Take a few moments and go around the room or make a list of what you are thankful for in regards to:

Your life: _____________________________________

Your Family: _____________________________________

Your small group: _____________________________________
The community: _____________________________________
The nation: _____________________________________

The world: _____________________________________

Read through Psalm 8 pausing after each verse or phrase and allow people to share their thanksgivings.  Close with an Amen.

------------------------------------------
We are to hallow God's name, but all that is within us is not holy and so we must address what is not holy within us.  Read Daniel 9:16-19 out-loud.  Spend a few minutes writing what needs to be made holy in:

Your life: _____________________________________

Your Family: _____________________________________

Your small group: _____________________________________
The community: _____________________________________
The nation: _____________________________________

The world: _____________________________________

Return to Daniel 9:16-19, praying it aloud.  Include the different aspects of our lives which need to be made holy as petitions following the reading (example:  Lord, we ask that you bring your mercy in our lives by  insert group members responses here;   repeat for entire list)
Thy kingdom come.
God's kingdom will come without our praying for it to do so.  But we are blessed when God's kingdom comes and so we daily ask that it will.

Discussion Questions
1.  What is God’s kingdom? God’s kingdom = the power, the light, the life that comes to us through Christ (LC , 414).  How do you experience God’s kingdom in your life and in this community?

2. God’s kingdom will come by itself, but we pray his kingdom will come on this earth, in this community. This petition is not just for us but for others.  Who in your life and/or in what situations in our community does God’s kingdom need to come (His faith, justice, mercy, comfort)?

3.  Read Psalm 30.  In the book of Psalms we read the words of many who are crying out to God, asking him to remain faithful to his promises.  How often do you ask God to be faithful to you?   When do you find yourself calling out to God in this way?

4.  Read Ephesians 3:20.  Do you believe that in this part of the Lord's prayer God is inviting you to change the world beyond what you could ask or imagine?  If you knew that your prayer would make the difference, what situation in our community would you pray to have transformed?

Prayer Application
Read Micah 6:8.  Take a few moments quietly or within your group to consider where God's Justice needs to reign in your life, the life of your family, our community and/or the world?  After justice, consider where God’s mercy and lastly where his humility is needed.
Write down your responses.

Justice:  __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Mercy:  __________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Humility: _________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

As a group begin by praying the words of Micah 6:8.  Then ask that God would bring his justice, mercy and humility into our world.  Allow members of the group to read their responses to each aspect. 

Read Ephesians 3:14-21.  Prayer is bigger than what we could ever imagine.  When we pray "thy kingdom come" we are asking God to turn the world upside down.  Use the Ephesians passage as a guide to pray that:

1.  God's strength would fill you

2.  That through the Holy Spirit, Christ would dwell in your heart

through faith

3.  that love would reign in your life, this community and in the world

4.  That Christians would be strengthened and

5.  that those who do not yet know God would come to know how wise, long, high and deep is the love of Christ.   

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Matthew 6:33

God’s will is done.  We pray that it would be done through us.  And we pray that he would protect us when we are doing so.  It is more important to see God’s will be done than to be comfortable.

Discussion Questions

1.  Read Daniel 3:13-18.  Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego put their trust in God. They know he will be with them, but as they say, even if he is not, they will not waiver, nor will their trust fail.  How did their trust in God benefit them?  When has trusting in God and doing his will made your life better?  

2.  Read Mark 8:34-36.  How do the struggles and difficult situations we face daily affect our ability to grow in our relationship with God?  How do they affect our ability to trust in God's will?  What cross are you currently carrying which feels like it is separating you from God?  

3.  Read 2 Corinthians 12:5-10, Romans 8:17-18 and Acts 5:41.  For God’s will to be done, we must place our trust in him.  Christ demonstrated that “suffering” is a normal part of life (however undesirable it may be).  In following Christ, we too will suffer and struggle.  How do you feel about the necessity of suffering in life and its role in following Christ?  How has praying that his will be done helped you to work through the suffering and/or difficulties you have experienced?  

Prayer Application
Christ has demonstrated for us what it means to live blamelessly; what it means to follow and trust God.  Take a few moments to read and pray aloud the following scripture passages.  Consider how each passage reflects God’s will in our lives and how we can pray for his will to be done.  Feel free to leave time in-between each passage for individual prayer both aloud, in silence and written.

Christ, 

You have shown us what it means to live blamelessly.  Show us God's will for our lives.

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost. 

                   





            Luke 19:10

I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.                                                          Luke 15:7




Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation.                                                           1 Peter 2:2

It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.  But go and learn what this means, "I desire mercy, not sacrifice.”  For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.


     Matthew 9:13

Remain in me, and I will remain in you.  No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 






John 15:4

 Amen.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Where does your milk come from?  Your gasoline?  Plastic?  Paper?  Peace of mind?  Our daily bread extends far beyond our dinner plate.  As our lives become more individualized we move farther away from the reality that our entire lives are dependent upon people we do not even know.  For example, who collects your trash?  Raises the meat you eat?  Packages the macaroni and cheese your children love to eat?

 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way.  1 Timothy 2:1 
Discussion Questions

1.  Read Ephesians 3:14-21.  When we pray for our daily bread, God is asking us to pray for the farmers, butchers, truck drivers etc. who make our lives, as we know them to be, possible.  Why is this important?  How does it shape how you see the role you play in the daily lives of others?

2.  Read Romans 8:26-27.  How do you help supply the daily bread/needs of others?  Who is praying for you?

3.  What does the immense interconnectedness of the world and it’s complexities reveal about God’s love for us?   (What is the sermon from Sunday made you think and/or surprised you about our interconnectedness)?
Prayer Application
Read Jeremiah 29:1-7.  While there is nothing wrong with praying for good to come to us, this petition is about much more than just our own individual needs.  The “our” for whom we are praying is not limited to ourselves and our families but includes the entire world. 

Together consider how you could pray for the following needs of the world:

Local/regional/national/global commerce (trade, manufacture and sale of products/services), transportation, governments who steel from their people, that corruption would not be in government, weather, peace among nations, national leaders
Read Romans 8:26-27. Something is not right in our world (food aplenty here and yet children are starving elsewhere).  We don’t know how to fix the hunger problems of the world, and the corrupt war lords of the world, but still we are called to pray.  Even when we do not have the words, or know the specifics of a situation, we are still called to bring the love of God into the world through prayer. 

Take the time to think of a situation where you don’t think daily bread is being delivered.   What are some specifics you could pray for in that situation?

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

Pray together for those specific needs.

And forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us.
Discussion Questions

1.  What are we acknowledging when we ask for forgiveness?

2.  Read Ephesians 4:20-32.  Why is it so difficult to ask others for forgiveness?  Why is it necessary?

3.  Read Matthew 6:14.  Why is God so serious about our need to forgive others?

4. Read Romans 5:8. Do you feel forgiven by God?  

5.  Does someone need to apologize to you before you forgive them?  What is the more mature response: to wait for something that may never happen (apology) or to give freely what has been given to you (grace and forgiveness)?


6.  Read Psalm 32:1-7.  How has forgiveness restored a relationship in your life?  

Prayer Application
Prayers can be spoken aloud, in our hearts, or written down (even if it is a few words on a sticky note).  They can be prayers of praise and thanksgiving, or as in the case of Psalm 51 of confession, repentance and for forgiveness.  As the words of the psalm (in italics) are read, pause for each individual to silently write down their response to the bolded words.  Continue with the next section as the group is ready.
Psalm 51

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  Lord you are merciful, wash away the ways in which I have turned from you, ______________________

________________________________________________________
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.  I am struggling with turning away from you when I hurt other by _________
____________________ _______________________________________

Surely, I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.  Help me to hold on to the truth that you, __________
___________________________________________________________

Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.  Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.  I ask your forgiveness for __________________________________________
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Change my heart by ________________________________________

and give me strength to_______________________________________.
Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit to sustain me.  Let your Spirit dwell in me and move me to _____________
___________________________________________________________.

Then I will teach transgressors your ways and sinners will turn back to you.  Lead me in sharing your Gospel to _________________________

by _______________________________________________________.
Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.  O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.  When I open my mouth help me to share ___________________________________________________________.

You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.  When I struggle to trust my life to your care help me to __________________________
___________________________________________________________.

And lead us not into temptation.
You can't stop the birds from flying over your head, but you can stop them from nesting in your hair. – Martin Luther
Discussion Questions

1. What is temptation and is temptation in and of itself sin?  After discussing, read James 1:13-15.

2. Too often the devil takes what is meant to be good and shifts it – love becomes jealously or control, confidence becomes pride; because of the actions of others our hope and faith are turned to despair and distrust.  How has the devil twisted a good thing in your life and turned it into a temptation and/or taken something good away and replaced it with something bad?

3. Temptation will never go away, so why do we pray, lead us not into temptation?  Luther says “it refers to the time when God gives us power and strength to resist the temptation.  However the temptation is not taken away or removed” (LC, 421).   Read Hebrews 2:14-18 and 1 Corinthians 10:13.  What helps in times of temptation?  How have your prayers in times of trial been answered?  How has God strengthened you?

4.  Acknowledging that Temptation is a part of daily life is easier than living with that knowledge.  How has temptation helped you grow in your understanding of God's grace, mercy and forgiveness?

Prayer Application
Temptation is always just around the corner.  Christ provides powerful examples of how to overcome what tempt us.  He does this not through wit or wisdom, but by trusting and wielding the Word of God.  Read Matthew 4:1-11.  Using the scriptures (on back) read each scripture together in a prayerful way.  After each passage or topic pray for yourselves or others you know who are struggling with that specific temptation and/or for a situation within our community.  
Begin with praying 1 Corinthians 10:13, thanking God for this promise.  “No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.”
Pride:  For all that is in the world—the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the Father but is from the world (1 John 2:16).   So you also, when you have done all that you were commanded, say, ‘We are unworthy servants; we have only done what was our duty.’ (Luke 17:10)
Lust:  For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. (1 Thess. 4:3)

Greed:  Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content.  I know how to be brought low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. I can do all things through him who strengthens me. (Phil. 4:11)
Fear:  There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. (1 John 4:18).  “I tell you, my friends, do not fear those who kill the body, and after that have nothing more that they can do.  But I will warn you whom to fear: fear him who, after he has killed, has authority to cast into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him! (Luke 12:4)

Faithlessness:  If we are faithless, he remains faithful— for he cannot deny himself. (2 Tim. 2:13).

Coveting/Idolatry:  Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry (Col. 3:5).  Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry (1 Cor. 10:14).
But deliver us from evil.  Amen.
He [Christ] has put this matter last.  For if we are to be preserved and delivered from all evil, God’s name must first be hallowed [holy] in us, His kingdom must be with us, and His will must be done.  After that He will finally preserve us from sin and shame, and, besides, from everything that may hurt or harm us. (LC, 422).

Discussion Questions

1.  Have you ever felt that something you could not see was working against you in a situation and/or have you felt an evil presence that was out to hurt you?

2.  Our lack of recognition of the spiritual battle and warfare needs to be addressed.  Surveys say most Christians don’t believe the devil truly exists.  Read 1 Peter 5:8.  Here we find that the devil is an adversary who wants to crush us.  How can we pray to protect ourselves from the ways in which he seeks to turn us away from God?

3. Read James 1:2-8.  How have you felt tossed about in periods of doubt?  What role does prayer play during those times?

Prayer Application – Putting on the Armor of God

Read Ephesians 6:10-20.  Considering temptation and the spiritual battle we face daily, we find in scripture Paul’s description of the armor of God - the protection we receive from God to combat the devil.  Armor of God: Belt of truth, breastplate of righteousness, feet bring the Gospel of peace, shield of faith, helmet of salvation, sword of the Spirit (Word of God).
Taking into consideration how the different parts of the armor of God will bring relief and guidance to a specific situation – whether personally for you, within the community, or within the world. After reading the scripture take some time to fill in the following. 

When everyone has finished read through the prayer petitions allowing each individual to read aloud their response.

Lord, 

We live in a world broken by sin and daily face situations and realities where we are tempted by the devil to turn from you.  Help us to remember what you have given us so that we may daily turn toward you.  
Help us to remember this truth of who you are and how you are working: ________________________________________________

Help me to be secure in the knowledge that we are made righteous by: _____________________________________________________

Help these words of the Gospel to bring peace: _________________________________________________________

Reveal to us how our faith protects not only ourselves but shields our neighbor also by: _________________________________________

________________________________________________________

Help us recognize your salvation working through: _______________

________________________________________________________

May the Words of your Gospel be spoken clearly, making us bold to proclaim: ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________.
Amen.
Baptism

1.  Tell your best story of being thirsty, and how great it felt to finally have your thirst quenched.   Or, tell a story of how incredibly filthy you got and what it took to finally get washed off from the filth.

2.  How have you experienced the power of water?

3.  In what ways does water bring life? After responding read Hebrews 10:19-25.  How does water remind you of God’s power?  His promises?

4.  What do you like about watching a baptism?  What does it make you think of?

5.  Who told us to baptize and why do we baptize?  Read Matthew 28:18-20.
6.  Read Romans 6:3-7, Colossians 2:11, Titus 3:5, 1Corinthians 6:11, John 3:5, Galatians 3:27-29. What does baptism do for us?

7.  Read Ephesians 5:25-26.  Who is doing the work during baptism (the pastor, the person being baptized, God)?

8.  Read Acts 2:37-39. Who can be baptized and what gift is given in baptism?

9.  How does what God has spoken to us through scripture about baptism become a part of your faith?  How do you live through that promise daily?  

Other Scriptures relating to Baptism: Please read these in their contexts (at least the chapter they are in).

Ephesians 4:5, 1 Peter 3:21, Matthew 3:11, 1 Corinthians 6:11

Ephesians 5:26, Revelation 7:14, Hebrews 10:22
Communion 

In this sacrament we cling to and trust in God’s Word alone.

- Martin Luther

1.  What is your favorite kind of bread?  What is your favorite thing to drink? 

2.  We eat and drink to sustain our body’s daily needs.  This is the same in taking communion. What is communion?  It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, in and under the bread and wine, which we Christians are commanded by Christ’s Word to eat and drink (Luther).  

3.  Read Matthew 26:26-28 & 1Corinthians 10:16-17.  What are the benefits of Communion?  What does communion do for us?

4.  So it is not just simple bread and wine. Read 1 Corinthians 11:23-27.  How is communion connected to God’s word?  If someone in your group came up to you with a piece of bread saying it is their body would you believe them?  What is the difference when Christ speaks of us receiving the bread and wine as his body and blood?  Why do believe Christ when he speaks? 

5.  How do you prepare yourself for communion?  Read 1 Corinthians 11:27-29. In communion we see Jesus, find forgiveness of our sins, and reconciliation to God through the body and blood.  We are warned that if we are not ready to receive these gifts we should not participate.  Have you ever felt unprepared to receive communion? Why is it necessary to desire to be forgiven of our sins when we come to take communion?

5.  Communion is an expression of our faith which is done specifically with others.  Re-read 1 Corinthians 10:14-17. After reading this how do you feel connected to Christ when going to communion?  How do you feel connected to the members of our community through going to communion?

6.  Read Hebrews 10:23-25. Luther expresses that if an individual doesn’t take communion more than four times a year they should not consider themselves a Christian. By saying this what importance is Luther placing on consistent participation with the church in communion? Why then do we need to receive communion regularly?

7.  Why is communion an essential part of our faith?

Where there is forgiveness of sins is there is life and salvation. – Martin Luther

Vocation
1.  What is your job?  If you are currently retired, or looking for work, what have you done in the past?  What is/was your job description?

2.  The concept of vocation is what we are first and foremost in our lives.  Read Matthew 5:13-16  and 2 Corinthians 5:17-20.   According to God’s word, what are you first and foremost (before you take on any other role/job/service)? Who are we ultimately working for in everything we do?

3.  Read Colossians 3:23-24.  How are we to conduct ourselves in the various “hats” (roles, jobs, and callings)? How do you feel called to the roles you play?  How do you feel gifted by the Spirit to live out those roles?  How do you feel ill-equipped to do so?
4.  Read 1 Peter 3:14-17.  As we work, play, serve, and just live in the world, what needs to be constantly on the tip of our tongues?  Do you pray for these opportunities to arise, or do you tend to avoid them?
5.  Read 1 Corinthians 12:14-27.  No calling from God is more important than another.  Why is it important for each member of the body to understand their role and purpose in being Christ to the world?  Why is it important to take up this task instead of leaving it to the Christian “professionals”?  

6.  Read 1 Peter 4:10.  How are we to look at our blessings, opportunities, giftedness, natural and/or acquired talent/skill?  For what purpose are we given those blessings? Given your strengths and the needs of the community around you what does it mean to be a Christian in Stockton? 

7.  Should Christians seek excellence in their work and life, or be content with “good enough?”  

Additional Prayers

Luther lists the following scriptures with some of our more common roles in life.  Use these scriptures to guide your prayers for the different roles you and your group fill.

Pastors/Preachers: 1 Timothy 3:2-4, 6, Titus 1:9

Those who hear Pastors: 1 Cor. 9:14, Gal. 6:6-7, 1 Thess. 5:12-13

Government: Ro. 13:1-4, Citizens: Ro. 13:5-7, 1 Tim. 2:1-3

Husbands: 1 Peter 3:7, Colossians 3:19, Wives: Ephesians 522

Parents: Ephesians 6:4, Children: Ephesians 6:1-3

All Workers: Eph. 6:5-8, Employers and Supervisors: Eph. 6:9

Youth: 1 Peter 5:5-6, Widows: 1 Tim. 5:5-6
Everyone: Ro. 13:9, 1 Tim. 2:1
Confession and Absolution – The Ministry of Reconciliation
1.  Who in your life do you feel knows you the best?  Why do they know you so well?  Why are you comfortable sharing with them?

2.  What kinds of things are easy to apologize for?  What kinds of things have you struggled with apologizing for (to God or others)?

3.  Read Romans 3:21-24.  We do not like to be reminded of our sin.  Why is it important to confess daily, and to confess in worship services surrounded by others?

4.  Whether considering the relationship between husband and wife, two friends, parent and child, or child of God and creator, humility and confession in relationships is key to making those relationships work and grow.  How is being humble a part of your relationships with others?

5.  Read Mark 1:15.  We are called to repent and to believe; to recognize our sin and have faith in God’s forgiveness.  How does confessing your sin and recognizing that you need a Savior change how you live daily?

6.  Read John 20:21-23.  Do you have the power to give forgiveness to other people?  Why is it important to declare God’s forgiveness to others (and believe it ourselves)?

7.  Read Lamentations 3:19-26.  Though we struggle with sin daily there is more to the faith we live out in Christ.  How does this passage from Lamentations convey God’s grace to us as we each recognize our own sin?

8.  Read Romans 12:16-19.  How are we to live in peace with others?  What can we do, for our part, to be in harmony with other people?

9.  Read Matthew 18:21-22.  How much are we to absolve/forgive those who have sinned against us?  Is there a limit?  Do you believe God has a limit on how much He will forgive us?
