
Summer Series on Luke 2013

June 2nd
What is great faith? Luke 7:1-10

What comes to mind when you hear the word authority?  Does the word have a positive or negative connotation in your mind?

Scripture is our authority when it comes to moving forward and living as the body of Christ.  It is in scripture that we truly come to understand who Jesus is and why God sent Him to save us.  How does the authority Jesus has relate to our faith and how we live it out?

Read Luke 7:8.  What does this verse tell us about the centurion's understanding of who Jesus is and the authority He holds?

In order to grow in our faith we have to trust God.  We recognize that walking by faith is neither easy nor a one time decision.  What can we learn from the centurion about what it means to walk by faith rather than walking by sight?

Read Luke 7:6-7.  The centurion recognizes Jesus' authority and His power; He trusts and hopes in Christ's power for healing.  What role(s) does trusting in Christ and His power play in how we demonstrate and tell others about the hope we have in Christ?

How would you respond if someone asked you to describe "faith"?  How would you describe your own personal faith?

Inspiring our community: How do you demonstrate for others your trust in the hope for restoration we have in Christ?

Monday June 3rd

"I will exalt you, my God the King; 

I will praise your name for ever and ever.

Every day I will praise you and extol your name forever and ever...

The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love."

Psalm 145:1, 2, 8

Authority.

We all have it over something or someone in our lives.  We have people who look to us and who do what we say; we have control over our material possessions and "tell" them what to do (even though those computers, phones and other technological devices don't always want to cooperate).

While being an authority figure for someone can be a bit daunting at times it is perhaps more difficult at  to recognize those who have authority over us, especially when we are struggling with where and how they are leading us.  

As Christians we look to God as our authority.  We might not always understand where He is leading us or asking us to go but that is where trust enters the picture.  We follow God because we trust Him.  Why do we trust Him?  Because we know that He is faithful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  No matter the mistakes we make He will be with us.  

Lord - I love you.  I know that I don't always follow as I should and that I struggle to see you as the ultimate authority in my life but I know that even as I do you will be with me; with you by my side and working within me I know that you Spirit can work so that I can trust in you.  Amen.

Tuesday June 4th

What is great faith?

Have you ever met someone or known someone who never seemed to doubt God and His plan for their life?  Or someone who always seems to be talking to God to find out where He would like them to go and what He would like them to do?

I'm sure there were times of doubt for those individuals who never seemed to waiver just like there are for everyone but there is just something about how they see the world around them expecting for God to work in and through the lives of the people they see at any moment.

God calls each and every one of us to trust Him, to look to Him and to follow Him.  He calls us to be His witnesses, to look at the world around us and tell of how we seem Him working in the lives of His people.  May you see today how He is working in your life and in the lives of those around you so that you can share of His gracious love for all people.

Wednesday June 5th

When we recently read through the gospel of Mark we read about a man whose son was healed of an evil Spirit.  

"When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion.  He fell to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth.  Jesus asked the boy's father, "How long has he been like this?"  

        "From childhood," he answered.  "It has often thrown him into fire or water to kill him.  But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us."  

       "If you can?"  said Jesus.  "Everything is possible for him who believes."  

        Immediately the boy's father exclaimed, "I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!"  (Mark 9:20b-24)

I've always found the father's statement comforting.  In times when I don't know what to do or when believing seems impossible I can say to God in prayer, I believe; help my unbelief.  May you today, when faced with a decision that calls for faith, remember that "faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see" (Hebrews 11:1) AND that God is right there with you, working faith in your heart.

Thursday June 6th

What does great faith look like in light of our mission to inspire our community to live out the hope found in Christ?  

We are called by our faith to be witnesses to our faith:

"But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect."

Great faith calls us to look at the world, the city and communities around us and dwell not on the brokenness, hurt and hopelessness but to see through God's eyes, through eyes that know the hope of transformation and reformation we have through Jesus Christ.  

Lord,

You are a great and powerful God; there is none like you.  Help me to be a testament to the hope that all people have in you, to share what you have worked and are working out in my own life with others.  Help me to see the world around me as you do that I might see with eyes of hope.  Amen.

Friday June 7th

"He was not far from the house when the centurion sent friends to say to him: Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not deserve to have you come under my roof.  That is why I did not even consider myself worthy to come to you.  But say the word, and my servant will be healed.  For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me.  I tell this one, 'Go,' and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes.  I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it."

When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd following him, he said, "I tell you, I have not found such great faith even in Israel."  Then the men who had been sent returned to the house and found the servant well."   - Luke 7:6-10.

The centurion believed that Jesus did not need to enter his house in order for his servant to be healed.  Recognizing Jesus' authority he trusted that He would be able to heal the servant.  The centurion is just one of many example of what it means to have great faith; to believe even when we cannot physically see that which we believe to be possible.

Lord,

Thank you for the examples you have given me both in scripture and in my own life of what it means to believe with great faith.  Help me to know that even when I cannot see how a hopeless situation can be restored that you are alive and working in the lives of your people that they can be witnesses of your love and restoration.  Amen.

Saturday June 8th 

"Remember the former things, those of long ago;

I am God, and there is no other;

I am God, and there is none like me.

I make known the end from the beginning,

from ancient times, what is still to come.

I say: My purpose will stand and I will do all that I please.

From the east I summon a bird of prey;

from a far-off land, a man to fulfill my purpose. 

What I have said, that I will bring about;

what I have planned, that will I do.

Listen to me, you stubborn-hearted, 

you who are far from righteousness.

I am bringing my righteousness near,

it is not far away;

and my salvation will not be delayed.

I will grant salvation to Zion, my splendor to Israel."

Isaiah 46:9-13

There is no God like our God; no one who can stop Him.  He is faithful to His people and to His purpose and through Him it will happen.  As we prepare to pray as a whole church for our city in the week to come take a few minutes to think about and perhaps write down some of your own prayer concerns for the city and it's people.  Keep those concerns in mind as you pray throughout the week and trust that there is no other God but our God and He is faithful.
June 9th 

God has come to His people.  Luke 7:11-17

When you think about God's presence in your daily life is He "near" to you or "distant"?

Read Luke 7:16-17.  What is significant about the people understanding that God is near to them?

Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-15.  How is living our lives generously, recognizing that all we have comes from our Lord and Savior, an act of glorifying God?  How do our acts of generosity witness to our faith in Christ?

Everyone needs compassion but showing compassion to others is not always easy.  When have you struggled with extending the grace we've received from Christ to others?

Read 1 Peter 2:9-12.  Perhaps one of the hardest parts of living our faith is recognizing that we will be ridiculed and judged by others for how we shape our lives around what we believe. But we are not called to live for or seek the approval of man.  How do you reconcile knowing that there are those who will not understand your faith but need to see you glorifying God with your life?

God calls us to be His hands and feet in the world, bringing the message of His grace and hope to all people.  Is the call to be His witnesses overwhelming?  How do you feel about such a call in your life?

Inspiring our community:  How will you “go” and be God’s presence, His hands and feet, in the community in the coming week?  How can the people in your life support you in “going”?

Devotions – June 10th – 15th 

Monday June 10th - Luke 7:11-17
11 Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a great crowd went with him. 12 As he drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man who had died was being carried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow, and a considerable crowd from the town was with her. 13 And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14 Then he came up and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to you, arise.” 15 And the dead man sat up and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 16 Fear seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has visited his people!” 17 And this report about him spread through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding country.


God has come to His people.  


Throughout this week we at St. Andrews have volunteered to pray for our city through a program called Pray Stockton.  We encourage you to pray for your neighbors and other people in our community as well as the greater issues that affect and involve the people of Stockton as a whole.  May the hope found in Christ permeate the lives of all that is around us.

Tuesday June 11th - Matthew 1:18-23
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:

23  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). 


Each Christmas we celebrate that Jesus was born and came to earth; He came to be with His people.  I always marvel at the idea that God would want to come down and lead His people, that He would take on human flesh and dwell among us.  When I think about how fraught the world is with problems and how much we human beings tend to mess things up I wonder why God even continues to work in and through us.  


But as I grow more and more in my understanding of who God is, who He has revealed Himself to be through His Word it becomes clear that God is faithful.  We might daily turn away from Him or try to figure out how to do things our own way instead of allowing God to work through us and God might become frustrated with our lack of trust but He cannot act contrary to His character.  He is faithful to His people and He no only has come to us through Christ but daily works through His children through the Holy Spirit.  May God be with you today, working through you to be a light to all people.  God is indeed with us.

Wednesday June 12th - John 1:1-5
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

While Mary, Joseph, the disciples and many others had the opportunity to see and experience Jesus on earth we do not have the same opportunity today.  Instead of physically seeing Jesus we see His Spirit working in and through His people.


Jesus has been with God since the beginning, since creation.  He is a light that shines into our world each and everyday and you are one of the ways in which the light shines to others.  How is God moving and working in you today?


As you go about your day, pray that you would be a light in the darkness that surrounds us.  Pray that that Spirit would help you with what to say and how to pray.

Thursday June 13th - Romans 8:25-27
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.


Have you ever had an experience where you did or said something that you know did not coming from you but from the Spirit working through you?  Maybe it was a kind word in a situation where you really wanted to just be mad?  Maybe it was reaching out to someone you didn't know and offering them comfort?  Maybe it was sharing with a person who feels lost and hopeless the hope you have for transformation that comes through Christ?


I can get wrapped up in thinking that I've got to do everything myself.  Its never a good place to be, that place where you think everything rests on you because that is where we tend to forget about God; that is when our vision for the future gets so very small.  When you find yourself there remember that God is with you, working through the Spirit to encourage and guide you.

Friday June 14th - Luke 17:20-22
20 Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, he answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed, 21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.”

22 And he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it.


We've all had times where it seems like either God is simply not listening to our prayers or He just doesn't want to answer them.  But the other day a conversation about the kingdom of God got me thinking.  We know that at the end, when Jesus returns we will see the earth and all of creation completely restored.  In the meantime God is working in and through His people to bring restoration to the lives of His people even this very day.


We've been praying this week for our city and it's people.  We might feel as though we've prayed over and over again for months and even years without any major results, changes or significant turnarounds.  And yet Jesus tells the Pharisees that "the kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed."  We might be looking only for specific changes, unable to see where God has already made great strides in the lives of His people and their work and passion for this city.  We might never "see" the changes we are praying for with our own eyes, but that doesn't mean those changes aren't taking place.


Lord,


I know I don't always look for the right kind of changes in the people around me.  Sometimes what I really want them to do is change a behavior because it will benefit me not because I am thinking first and foremost of what you want for them; for what is best for them.  As I continue to pray for this city to which you have called this church help each and every one of us to focus on looking at those around us through your eyes so that we can see how you and working in and through your people to restore this city and it's people to you.

Saturday June 15th

Perhaps one of the most difficult parts about growing in and living out our faith is that it is a lifelong process and relationship.  We can sometimes do better when only having to commit to something for a known period of time.  When God calls and works faith in us we enter into a relationship for the rest of our lives.  We don't know what that might look like from day to day; the ups and downs are not always such that we can prepare ourselves for where daily life will take us.


We've just spent a designated week praying for our city, but now that it is Saturday we are not going to stop (just like we don't stop going to worship, meeting with our small groups or reaching out in faith to others in our lives just because a sermon series, small group series or church outreach opportunity has ended).  


Perhaps God has placed something on your heart over the past week that you want to continue praying for in the days, weeks and year to come.  Find a way to remind yourself to pray for that concern and place your hope and faith in God that He will work in and through you and through the people in this community to bring His life, restoration and love to that concern.
June 16th 

Living Grace: Luke 7:36-8:3

How would you define generosity?  If you had to explain the idea to someone how would you do so?

We speak a mature Christian as one who understands that they are blessed to be a blessing; they give generously of what they have been given by God.  They also realize all they have been given comes from God.  How does this aspect of faith call us to be humble before God?

Read Luke 7:36-38.  How do the verses of this narrative communicate what it means to be blessed to be a blessing?

Read Luke 7:39-43.  Why do you think Simon the Pharisee struggled with the woman’s actions and Jesus allowing her to wash His feet?  What is Jesus trying to communicate in the parable?

Read Luke 7:44-48. What do you think Jesus was trying to point out to Simon?  What was the crux of His message through these words?

Inspiring our community:  In what ways might you be able to give generously of yourself to your surrounding neighbors?  How does knowing you’ve been blessed by God to be a blessing to others change how you see your neighbors?

It can be easy to think we deserve much from others - be that recognition, praise, financial or material reward - when we feel we’ve worked hard.  What are the dangers of deservedness and entitlement?  How do they make living out our faith difficult?

Monday June 17th - Luke 7:36-8:3

A life lived by grace, what exactly does that look like?  This passage from the Gospel of Luke points us to the actions of a woman who with her hair, tears and ointment washed the feet of our Savior Jesus.  The Pharisee in whose home this occurred questions Jesus' acceptance of her actions.  But what do Jesus' actions tell us about a life lived by grace?  Grace calls each of us to recognize that we are no better than those around us.  Grace calls us to not only serve others but to be served by them in the way in which they have offered to do so.

Gracious God - You show us a love too great to imagine.  Not only do you show us that love but you show us how to receive the love of others.  Help us to be gracious in accepting the love of others and to understand that serving is about both giving and receiving.  Amen.

Tuesday June 18th - Luke 18:9-14
The Pharisee in this passage from Luke provides us with a pretty clear example of what it means to NOT live a life of grace.  Full of his own sense of righteousness he cannot help but find himself to be more worthy than the lowly tax collector to whom he compares himself.  And yet as we have heard before that as believers we are not to compare our own sins with the sins of others to determine our worth, value, or deservedness.  Instead we are to compare ourselves to our example, to Christ, and the standards He sets.  By doing so we recognize that none are worthy; we are all in need of a Savior.

Lord - Help me to recognize my sinfulness when I compare my actions to the actions of those to whom I feel superior.  Too often I use my own standards rather than those which have been placed before me; Yours.  I thank you that even in my most prideful moments your love toward me and your people remains faithful and sure.  May I live today in such a way as to humbly show that love to all those who are in need of knowing the grace only you can give.  Amen.

Wednesday June 19th - 2 Corinthians 9:6-8
What does it mean to be a cheerful giver?  In this passage from 2 Corinthians we are given a glimpse of how God would like for us to give of ourselves.  Each of us are reluctant to give of some aspect of ourselves whether it be our time, our skills or our money.  We don't want to be made to feel guilty when we struggle to do so and while some of us might be very much motivated by guilt, that isn't where God would like us to give from (we're rarely "cheerful" when giving out of guilt).  God wants us to give out of appreciation for what he has given us: salvation, grace, forgiveness and life itself.  I think we can all agree that when we give in response to His love we give out of a joy we cannot fully understand.

Lord I thank you for the very gift of life.  Help me to remember your love as I seek to serve through my church and it's mission to my community.  Help me to cheerfully give the time I hold precious, the money I would rather spend in others ways, and out of the many gifts and talents you have blessed me with.  Amen.

Thursday June 20th - Matthew 5:38-42
 

Not that long ago as a part of the daily devotions we read through the book of Matthew.  These verses taken from Jesus' "Sermon on the Mount" speak to us of what it means to respond in love and kindness when we are not being shown the same by others.  Living a life of grace calls us to live humbly, recognizing that we have been forgiven through the life and death of Jesus.  Living a life of grace calls us to extend that same grace to others and in humbleness show them the value they have through Jesus Christ.

Heavenly Father - I thank you for the grace you have shown to the world and that even before I was born you faithfully sought to show me a love I will never experience here on earth.  Help me to live from that source of love and in doing so show others the love that only you can give.  Amen.

Friday June 21st - Matthew 6:1-4
Living a life of grace is not about showing off what we are doing or serving only to be noticed by those around us.  There is a fine line between telling someone about where you might be serving and what your church might be doing and sounding as though you are the savior of the world because of what you are doing rather than pointing to Jesus as the source and life.

Jesus, Savior of all - Sometimes I don't always notice when I am making more of myself, pointing to my own actions, talents and gifts, rather than to the source of all I have; rather than pointing to You.  Help me when I struggle with taking the credit for the love I feel and want to show to others.  Grant me forgiveness and help me to turn and look to you, pointing to your gift of grace, rather than to myself.  Amen.

Saturday June 22nd - Genesis 12:1-3
This key passage in the book of Genesis is the basis for our understanding that as God's people, connected to the promise He made to Abraham, what we have been blessed with by God is to be used to be a blessing to others.  Why?  Because what we have been given is not ours to keep but has been given that we might be a testament to the love and grace of our good and faithful God.  How might you be able to bless others through what you have been given by our God and Savior?

June 23rd 

Looking to Jerusalem: Luke 9:51-62

What does it mean to be a disciple of Christ?

Faith is a lifelong experience.  We do not know every experience God will guide us through, or all of the “costs” of being His disciples.  Read Luke 9:57-62.  What is the cost of being a disciple in an overall sense?  What is most difficult about what we “give up” to following Christ?

Read Luke 9:59-62.  The requests made by the two people may not seem excessive or outrageous to us today but clearly Jesus was trying to communicate certain characteristics being His disciple.  How would you explain what these verses mean to someone who asks you what it takes to follow Jesus?

A disciple cannot be focused solely on growing for them self but also on helping others grow in faith.  Each and every one of us is called to grow with and for others.  What is an area you feel you may need to grow in order to walk with someone else in faith?

Inspiring our community:  Jesus had a definite purpose for his time on earth.  Do you feel a definite purpose in the body of Christ as this point in your life?  What is it and how is the church helping you to live it out?

Christ’s mission, His purpose on earth was always directed toward His death and sacrifice on the cross in Jerusalem.  If we, as Christ’s followers, are being discipled through His example what does His focus on the cross teach us about discipleship?

Monday June 24th – Luke 22:39-46
Jesus, being both God and man, did not struggle with temptation as we do. When I read this passage from the Gospel of Luke I am reminded all the more of what He must have gone through as He looked toward His death on the cross. As followers of Christ we too should be “looking toward Jerusalem”.  We might not be looking toward a cross on which we will sacrifice our life for others but we are called to pick up our own crosses and to follow Jesus.  

He asks His disciples to pray that they might not fall victim to temptation and in light of the cross today the same prayer should be upon our lips.  As sinful humans we will experience a great deal of temptation to put down our own cross and to pick up something a bit more comforting.
Heavenly Father – Each and every day I struggle to follow you with my whole heart.  I fight against your love even when I know the comfort and hope it brings to my life.  Help me not to fall into temptations that turn and pull me away from you; help me to say no to temptation and yes to you.  Thank you.  Amen.
Tuesday June 25th – Colossians 1:15-23
Christ was with God in the beginning and through Him all things are held together.  It is through His life and death that we are reconciled to God our Father and Creator.  This knowledge is made all the more amazing when we recognize the road that Jesus walked when He came to this earth; a road that led to Jerusalem.  In the beginning Jesus knew He would do all He could to restore what was broken between God and man.  This is the hope to which we hold.

Consider how you can live your life today in such a way that the hope you have in Christ is seen and felt by the people around you.
Wednesday June 26th – John 10:1-18

Jesus tells us that He is the Good Shepherd.  He cares for His flock and will do whatever is necessary to keep them safe.  He also tells us that there are sheep who are not yet a part of His flock.  He will bring them into His fold; they will hear His voice and listen to Him.  Jesus knows what He must do, the sacrifice a Good Shepherd must make in order to save and keep His flock safe.  He lays down His life for His sheep of His own decision and will and is not forced to do so by someone else.

He is our Good Shepherd from whom we are to learn how to care and keep those who are a part of our own flock: the body of Christ.  May you continue to grow and learn from Jesus what it means to care and keep those around you, guiding and helping them as they seek to know Jesus and live their faith daily.
Thursday June 27th – Isaiah 53:2-6

Every year on Good Friday we read these verses from the book of Isaiah.   They speak of a servant who was despised and rejected by the people whom he came to serve.  Like sheep the people did not follow their shepherd and instead turned away.  The shepherd did not point his finger at the sheep and say, “It was the stupid sheep, they ran away.  Its not my fault”.  No, he instead did what the sheep could and would never do for themselves.  He died in their place and saved them from a most-deserved death.

We will always struggle to follow Jesus, our shepherd.  We are just too tempted to turn away and have no the strength to remain faithful to our Lord by ourselves.  Thanks be to God that we have a shepherd, a God and Savior who is faithful to us no matter how many times we turn from His glorious face.
Friday June 28th – Luke 9:51-62

Ever wonder why it was that people did not receive Jesus along the way to Jerusalem (vs. 53)?  Geographically speaking in order to get from Galilee to Jerusalem Jesus would have had to walk through Samaria.  It was well know that the Jews and Samaritans did not get along.  In fact, Jews would often walk around the region of Samaria, significantly lengthening their journey in order to avoid the area.

James and John, disciples of Christ, wanted to punish the Samaritans for their hostility toward Jesus.  But Jesus, in His faithfulness, rebukes them showing grace toward those who knew no better.  Even as He walked to His death Jesus was demonstrating a life of love and forgiveness.  May you today, when faced with a situation where you would rather respond out of anger, remember the life of grace and forgiveness Jesus lived so that we might have an example to follow.

June 30th 

What has Jesus done for you?  Luke 8:26-39

What are some of the stereotypes and societal divisions that make you upset?  Why are such stereotypes difficult and hard to get past?

Who is someone in your life who has been helpful in the recent past?  What did they do to be helpful?

Read Luke 8:26-39.  There are several instances where Jesus asks someone who He has healed not to say anything about who healed them.  This is not the case in this narrative.  Why would it be important to send this individual out to tell his story?  

Read Luke 8:34-35. Why do you think the herdsmen and townspeople reacted as they did to the healing of the man who was possessed?  How do you think you would have reacted to the situation had you been there?

Read Luke 8:38-39.  How do you think the man felt when faced with having to stay in his home community rather than go with Jesus?  Why was it important for him to do so?

As Christ-followers we are called to walk by faith rather than sight.  This requires us to see the world not through our own eyes but through God's eyes.  It is only through His eyes, trusting in the power of His grace to restore our lives that we understand the hope we have in Him.  What situation in your own life needs to be seen through God's eyes?  Why?

Inspiring our community: What has Jesus done for you?  How can you share your answer with someone in the coming week?

Monday July 1 - Luke 8:26-29
What has Jesus done for you?  How would you answer that question?

The man in this passage from the Gospel of Luke could give a fairly succinct answer to that question, and in fact Jesus asks him to do so.  While we sometimes read stories where Jesus asks those whom he has healed of demons and other ailments to keep quiet this is not the case in this narrative.  The formerly-possessed man wants to go with Jesus, to follow him, but Jesus asks him to remain where he has been and tell other who healed him of the demon named Legion.

Jesus, 

Thank you for this story of faith, for what you did in the life of this man so many thousands of years ago.  You changed his life and the lives of those he spoke to in eternal ways.  In your dying on the cross and rising from the dead, you have given me a story to tell about the new life I have in and through you.  Help me to take up your calling to go and tell others about what you have done for me and for every person on the earth.  Amen.
Tuesday July 2 - Colossians 1:1-6
At times it can be hard to remember that the body of Christ is much bigger than just one church in Stockton.  Paul writes to the Colossians in these first few verses about the ways in which the message of the Gospel is spreading and bearing fruit all over the world.  The Colossians are not alone in their faith.  

We too are not alone in our faith.  We are not the only body of believers trying to find ways to reach people with the message of hope and grace found in Christ.  When we feel overwhelmed by God's call to be His witnesses to the world and are unsure of how to move forward we can take comfort in the fact that he is working in and through us, giving us the strength we need to be his hands and feet in our community and is doing the same all around the world through our fellow believers.

Wednesday July 3 - Colossians 1:7-10
Who do you pray for?

Who prays for you?

There is nothing quite like knowing that someone is keeping you in prayer, not just in times of difficulty or for one specific situation, but in general.  Paul shares in his letter to the Colossians that he and other believers are praying for the church is Colosse, praying that they would continue to grow in faith and devotion to the Lord.  They pray that when faced with difficulty and conflict the Colossian church would have the wisdom to know and act according to God's will.  May we strive to pray for our own church and those in our lives in the same way; that they would grow in faith and the understanding of who Jesus is and what he has done for each and every one of us.

Thursday July 4 - Colossians 1:11-14
Today we read the next few verses in this section of the first chapter of Paul's letter to the Colossians.  No only does Paul pray for the Colossians to be filled with and led by the wisdom of God but that they would be given the strength they need to endure with patience what lay ahead for their community of believers.  

It is this same strength that we need today to live out our faith in our daily lives.  This strength gives us a joy like no other because it comes not from ourselves but from God.  Let us live in the joy, the hope, that comes only from God.  Let us live in the light as people who belong to God.

Heavenly Father - Thank you for your strength and the joy you bring to the lives of your people.  Help us to live lives of joy, trusting in your grace and mercy above all else.  Amen.

Friday July 5 - Colossians 1:23-29
As I read these verses from Colossians I am reminded of our Gospel reading from this past Monday where Jesus heals the demon-possessed man and then tells him to go tell others what Jesus had done for him.  Just as Paul suffers for the message of the gospel I am sure that the man Jesus healed was not always received with open arms.

Sometimes God calls us to share our faith in places and with people who may not respond with open arms, hearts and ears.  May we remain faithful in the face of disappointment when the message which brings us eternal hope is not met with joy by others.  May we find comfort and joy in suffering for our faith.

Gracious God - You have called us to be your witnesses.  Help us to remain steadfast and faithful to your call in our lives when we are unsure of what to say or feel we have failed in doing so.  Amen.
July 7th
A Person of Peace Luke 10:1-20

Who have some of the people been who have stuck with you through the ups and downs of life?  

Sharing what we believe with someone is not a one-time conversation.  Instead it is built upon and occurs through the building of relationships overtime.  How does this make it easier to share your faith with someone?  How does it make it harder?

Read Luke 10:1.  Why is it significant that God sends his disciples out two by two?  What does that communicate about how we are to share our faith and the need we have for people to encourage and be with us as we reach out in faith to others?

Read Luke 10:5-7.  What is a person of peace?  What is peace?  What does it mean to bring or experience peace?

Read Luke 10:7.  Sometimes all we can do is stay in a person’s life as long as they want us to be a part of their lives.  Whether as a mentor figure or person helping someone through a situation we have the opportunity to be a listening ear and source of strength.  What makes it difficult to stick by someone when they might not be doing what we think they ought to do but they still want us to be a part of their lives? 

Inspiring our community: Sharing our faith is not just inviting someone to worship; they might not want to come.  What would you do to share your faith and bring them into this faith community?

Monday July 8th - Luke 10:1-4

In America today we live amidst so much technology.  It is true that we can decide how deep into the world of technological gadgetry we will go, but there is something about the way advertisement works in our culture that makes it seem like we need all these “toys” to live our daily lives.

Reading these few verses from the beginning of the tenth chapter of Luke I’ve wondered if the disciples might have been a bit weary of what they were asked to bring, or not to bring as it were, with them as they set out to share the Gospel.  No bag, money or extra pair of shoes in order to be prepared for the unexpected.  Jesus asks them instead to place their trust in God rather than in all that they might “need” for their trip.

Just as we can get rather attached to our technological devices today and not quite realize that we can in fact live without them, we can sometimes think we need a lot of extra “stuff” in order to share our faith with others.  If you feel led to share your faith, offer a comforting word, or pray for someone today, don’t worry about whether or not you have the “right” words or way of doing so but trust in God, walk by faith, and let Him work through you.
Tuesday July 9th - Colossians 3:1-4

Over the next five days we’ll be working through the third chapter of Colossians, a chapter that guides and gives us just a taste of what it means to be a person of peace and a child of God.

As Christians we are constantly living in hope, a hope that Christ, who has already saved and restored our relationship with God through His death on the cross, will raise all who believe in Him to new life when He comes again.  Not only do we live with this hope for the future but through Christ we are being restored even at this very moment.  Our hope does not rest simply on something eternal but we know that God is moving and working right now; He has already begun to restore the world to Himself through Christ.  

We are witnesses to this hope, we give voice, hands and feet to it’s message.

Heavenly father, I thank you every day that you have given me a new and living hope.  While I struggle with the brokenness in my own life and in the lives of those around me, stretching even around the world, I know that you are alive and working in me and in this world.  Help me to be a voice, to be your hands and feet today and for the rest of my life until you come again.  Amen.
Wednesday July 10th - Colossians 3:5-11

It often amazes me how many times I hear people say “well, that’s fine for that person but that’s not my gift” when it comes to serving and sharing faith with others.  I would be lying if I didn’t say that I haven’t always felt “gifted” for the places and situations to which I have been called to serve and share my own faith.  

But we read in these verses from Colossians that we are being made new:  “Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become like him.  In this new life, it doesn’t matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, uncivilized, slave, or free, Christ is all that matters, and he lives in all of us.” (3:10-11, NLT)

In Christ we are being made new each and everyday.  He is working in and through us, transforming our lives and preparing us to do all He has called us to do.  Without Him we wouldn’t be able to live out His call, but He is with us.  He is giving us the “gifts” we need to serve and share our faith.  We need not worry about what we feel our own limitations might be, because He is with us and preparing us in all the ways in which we are in need.

Savior and Lord, I pray today that you would continue to work in and through me, calling me to walk by faith, trusting in your will and your love to get me through each and every day.  Amen.
Thursday July 11th - Colossians 3:12-14

These verses present quite a challenge, showing us what it means to be a person of peace.  The New Living Translation says “Make allowance for each other’s faults, and forgive anyone who offends you.” (3:13)  Most of the time I find myself wanting to point out other people’s faults rather than show them forgiveness.  Why?  Probably because I would rather think of myself as being right all the time.  

But that is neither what God calls us to do nor how we are to act as His children (though it is often what comes most naturally because of our sinfulness).  Paul points out, in verse fourteen, that it isn’t out of our own nature that we find the strength and the desire to forgive but instead out of a remembrance of what God in Christ has done for us; He has forgiven us our own sin.  It is from the forgiveness we have received that we understand the power of God’s grace and the blessing we can show to others when we forgive them.

Gracious God - when I am struggling with my own selfish pride and stubbornness help me to remember the forgiveness you have shown to me and the depth of your gracious love in sending Jesus to the cross to die for me.  May His death and resurrection be the motivation, the life that moves me to live as a forgiven person, forgiving others just as Christ has forgiven me.  Amen.
Friday July 12th - Colossians 3:15-17

These few verses from Colossians call each of us to recognize that as Christians we are a part of the body of Christ, members of one body, and as one body we are called to peace.  But being a unified body isn’t always easy.  I’m sure we can all think about some situation, either at work, home, on a sports team, etc. where we had to work through a period of conflict with those on our “team”.  There is a lot that can keep a group of people apart and coming to a unified decision isn’t always easy (all one has to do is look at the greater Christian church in the world, let along our own country to see a great deal of division).  How then are we to work toward being “one body”?  We must look first and foremost to Christ and what He has asked of each of His believers.  We must look to God and His call in our lives.  If we start there we will realize from where our true purpose and mission as the body of Christ comes and how we are asked to live it out in our daily lives.

Heavenly Father - you call your children to be one body, to work together to share the message of your son and restore the world and all of creation to you.  Help me to live in such a way that I look first and foremost to you rather than to my own selfish and headstrong desires.  Help me to recognize that my life, my call, is to follow you and through your Holy Spirit to lead others to you that they too might become your disciples.  Amen.
Saturday July 13th - Colossians 4:2-6

Sometimes when people ask me whether or not I have a prayer request I immediately go to the “do or die” situations as though we only ask for prayer requests for bad or difficult situations.  But if prayer is our main means of communicating with God, to build and grow our relationship with him, I have a feeling He isn’t just looking for the “bad” things.  

In these few verses from Colossians chapter four we find Paul calling the people of Colossae to be both watchful and thankful in prayer.  He is asking the people to pray for His ministry and work.  What might it be like if each of us had someone praying for us in this area of our lives; that someone would be praying for the situations to come where we will share our faith.  We wouldn’t be the only ones praying for the right words or opportunities.

Heavenly Father - I’m not always very good about asking people to pray for me to share my faith with others.  Maybe I just think I’m going to do it anyway and I don’t need others to come to you on my behalf for this reason.  Help me to share with others what is going on in regards to the people with whom I am sharing the Gospel so that they too might hold those situations up to You.
July 14th 

Who is My Neighbor?  Luke 10:25-37

What is compassion?

Recognizing that the word “neighbor” automatically throws up images of where we live and the people “next door”, how would you define the word neighbor?  Who are your neighbors?

Read Luke 10:25-37.  Who and what were the priest and Levite concerned about? Why do you think the Samaritan was concerned about the man instead of himself?

Read Luke 10:25-28.  When asked how to inherit everlasting life Jesus confirms the experts interpretation of the law.  What do we read we should do?

We don’t get to pick our neighbors (nor do they get to pick us).  Where does the motivation to reach out to those we might not necessarily see as a part of our lives or want as a part of our lives come from?

Read John 13:31-35.  Jesus adds to what we read in Luke10. How does this broadened our idea and concept of God’s love?  How is this last idea of love different from “loving neighbor as self”?

Read Philippians 2:1-4. How might these verses show us what it means to be courageously compassionate?

Inspiring our community:  How can you live as a neighbor with the kind of love we’ve read about in Luke 10 and John 13?   How can you “go and do likewise” (Luke 10:37)?

July 15th - 1 John 1

I’ve grown up using 1 John 1:8-9 as a confession in worship.

“If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us of all unrighteousness.”

Yesterday in worship we looked at the parable of the Good Samaritan.  It has only been in recent years that I’ve come to realize the strong connection between recognizing my own sin and being able to reach out to someone with compassion.  When I struggle to recognize how much I need Jesus, how much I am in need of a Savior, it is much easier to “pass by on the other side of the road” like the Pharisee and Levite in the parable.  But when I stop trying to blind myself by thinking I’m really a pretty good person, and instead live each day recognizing that I am a died for, forgiven person, I cannot help but share the grace I have received with those I meet.

May our Lord and Savior grant you his grace today and in recognizing the blessing you receive in that grace, may he strengthen you to reach out with courageous compassion. 

July 16th -  1 John 2:1-6

In these few verses from 1 John we read that “those who obey God’s word truly show how completely they love him.  That is how we know we are living in him.  Those who say they live in God should live their lives as Jesus did.” (1 John 2:5-6, NLT)

Martin Luther wrote that it is not God who is in need of our good works but our neighbor.  We are to praise and glorify God but we do that by following and acting as Jesus would.  It is out of our love for what Jesus did for us on the cross and in humble recognition of the underserved grace we have received that we reach out to and love our neighbor.

Heavenly Father - I thank you for the opportunity to love my neighbor and in doing so, showing my appreciation to you for all that you have done in my life.  Help me to follow your son that I might further know your love, it’s depth and height, and show that love to others.  Amen.  
July 17th - 1 John 2:7-14
In these verses John writes that the commandment to “love one another” is the oldest commandment, it has been around from the beginning.  We are called to love one another.  Jesus lived this commandment and we too are called to live as he lived.  Through the life of Jesus we have a new understanding of what it means to truly love.  The love of Jesus is one where he lays down his life for others.  This is the depth of his love.  

It is through loving our neighbors that we are able to bring the light of Christ into the cold darkness of our world.  May you find the opportunity to experience the depth of Christ’s love for you today and ways to share that same love with those around you.  

July 18th -  1 John 2:15-17
Think back for a moment to the parable of the Good Samaritan.  In the story a man is set upon by robbers and is left for dead on the side of the road.  Both the Pharisee and the Levite pass by the man on the other side of the road, keeping their distance for fear that this near-dead man would make them unclean.  They didn’t want this random, hurt stranger to interfere with their lives.

In these verses John warns us that we should not love the world nor what it offers us.  Fame, prestige, success, etc., all of these pull us away from our God and Father.  “When you love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you” (vs. 15, NLT).  When we seek to please the world we turn away from God.  We cannot prioritize both God and the world because to do so would pull us in opposite directions.  

Like the Samaritan we have to set aside our own desires and look to the needs of those we come across in our daily lives.  We have turn away from what the world would have for us and turn instead to what God would have for us; how God created to be from the very beginning.

July 19th -1 John 3:1-10 

Through Christ we have become children of God.  The promise, the hope of new life comes through what Christ did on the cross for us and for all people.  We know this; we strive to live this truth every day of our lives.  There are times when we will despair because while we are restore to God through Christ the world in which we live is still broken.  There are times when we will rejoice because we see glimpses of the hope and glory of God in our own lives and in the lives of others.  

May you live today with that hope in your heart knowing that though we do not yet know what it will be like when Christ does come again we know that as God’s children we too shall be like him.

July 21st 

Colossians 1:21-29
What does it mean to feel alienated?

Have you ever felt alienated from God?  From the church?  What needs to happen for those feelings of isolation and distance to change?

Read Colossians 1:21-23.  Paul speaks of us being reconciled through Christ’s physical body and His death.  What does that mean?

Read Colossians 1:24-27. Paul is no stranger to feeling alienated and cast off by the people with whom he shares the gospel.  Why do you think he rejoiced in his suffering?  Do you rejoice in what you have suffered for your own faith?  Why or why not?

Read Colossians 1:28-29.  What gives Paul the energy and strength to continue in what he is doing as a servant of Christ?  What is his end goal?

Inspiring our community:  Not everyone thinks they need to be reconciled to God and so our telling them what Christ has done to restore our broken relationship with God doesn’t really matter in their minds.  How would you continue to be a witness of faith to someone with this particular worldview?

Why is it important to recognize that struggle is a necessary part of living out our Christian faith?  How might this recognition make it possible for us to begin growing in our faith?

July 22nd - 1 John 2:1-6

Sometimes I get discouraged by my own inability to do what I feel like I should be able to do.  I struggle with knowing that there is never going to be a time when I will be able to do everything right, that even though I learn from past mistakes there are many, many more ahead of me.

I do take great comfort in these words from 1 John.  While John is encouraging his audience not to sin, and to reorient themselves toward the life God wants for all of his people he is quick to point out that when we do sin we have someone who goes to God on our behalf:  Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.

As frustrated as I get with myself when I make mistakes I cannot imagine living without knowing that the Lord of the universe, the creator of all things, including even me, doesn’t let my mistakes get in the way of letting me come to him.

July 23rd - 1 John 4:1-6
There are many aspects of the Christian life with which we will struggle as we daily strive to live out our faith.  One aspect that we don’t always talk much about it how to decide whether or not an idea or worldview agrees with and supports our faith.  In a culture where we are encouraged to pick and choose a little bit of this and a little bit of that in order to make ourselves happy we aren’t really given the tools to figure out what is actually best for us (since after all what makes us happy isn’t always what is best for us).  

How then are we to discern what is true and what is not?  In these verses John helps us to understand the foundation for our faith and what we confess when we say we believe in Jesus.  By believing in Jesus we are proclaiming to the world and those around us that Jesus Christ, God’s son, came to the earth to save us by dying on the cross for our sins.  It is through Christ alone that we are saved not by anything we could ever try to do earn the grace we do not deserve.  Anything that contradicts this message is false.  

Heavenly Father - when I struggle to know what you would have me do, when I struggle to know what is true guide me to look at the world through your eyes and through the life of your son.  Help me to remember what you have done for me, the life and hope you have given me through Christ.  Amen.

July 24th - 1 John 4:7-12
In the Gospel of Matthew Jesus tells us to “love our enemies” (Matthew 5:44).  Its easy to love our neighbors but much harder to love those who do not return the love we are showing.  If left up to me and my own understanding of love I certainly would be unable to see how I would be able to love my enemies.

In these verses from 1 John we read however that the love we share with our enemies, in fact the love we share with all people, comes not from our own strength but from the understanding of who God is and what he has done for us.  The love we show to others is shown out of response and in appreciation of the love we have received from God through Christ.

Heavenly Father - I thank you that you have shown me the depth of your love for me through your son.  I know that try as I might I will never full be able to understand how deep your love goes.  Help me to know that when I am struggling with loving someone that it is not the strength of my love but your love working through me.  Amen.

July 25th - 1 John 4:13-21

“Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear.” (1 John 4:18, NLT)

When we fear or wonder how God possibly love us as he does we need only to remind ourselves of what God has done to show us his love.  When we remember that God loves us perfectly even when we cannot return that same love, we can place our fears aside and focus instead on the immeasurableness of his love.  We then can see how he loves others through us.

Lord - I thank you that your love quiets my fears and gives me the strength and confidence I need to share what I know about you with those in my life.  Amen.

July 26th - 1 John 5:1-12
“Loving God means keeping his commandments and his commandments are not burdensome.” (1 John 5:3, NLT)

We’ve probably all heard it said that obeying and following Jesus isn’t easy and if we haven’t heard it we’ve probably experiences the truth in it’s words.  What then does John mean when he says that keeping God’s commandments are not burdensome?  He means that for those who love Christ, for those who seek to humbly serve and learn to follow him, doing so is actually a joy because we are acting our of appreciation for what he has done.

Heavenly Father, help me to experience the joy of following and serving you today.  I thank you for the joy that comes from being your disciple and coming to know you more through your word.  Amen.

July 28th
Faithful Prayer Luke 11:1-13

When do you find yourself praying?  

We know prayer helps to strengthen our relationship with God.  How does prayer for others help to build and strengthen our relationships with them?

How often to you pray the Lord’s Prayer outside of a worship service?

We’ve shared over the past several months about walking by faith and the role prayer plays in the living out of our faith through the emotions we go through on a daily basis. Read Luke 11:2-4.  How might praying the words of the Lord’s Prayer provide comfort in times of distress, joy, anger and/or pain?  What do these words tell us about who God wants to be in our lives?

What does the Lord’s Prayer show to be the essential understanding of the Christian faith and the living of that faith?

Read Luke 11:9-10.  It can be easy to read these verses and think God is telling us that we will receive whatever we ask Him for.  What do these verses say about trusting in God above all others?  What do these verses tell us about growing in faith?

Inspiring our community: How could you use the Lord’s Prayer to pray for our city on a daily basis?

What does it look like for God’s Kingdom to come in our city?  How could you pray for His kingdom to come in our community?  Your neighborhood?  In the lives of those who do not know the grace and hope we have in Christ?

Sunday July 28th

Our devotion today comes in part from the book “Why Pray?”  written by John Devries, published by Mission Indian in 2005.


“Every home has the same set of seven needs – the need identified by Jesus in the structure of the Lord’s Prayer.  And just as Jesus taught His disciples this prayer when they asked, “Lord, teach us to pray…” (Luke 11:1), our Savior teaches us through the Lord’s Prayer how to pray for our neighbors (See Matthews 6:9-13).


Every family needs to discover who God is by hallowing His name.  In those homes His kingdom must come and His will must be done.  Every home must learn to depend on God for everything and turn to Him for forgiveness, or reconciliation, before renewal can begin.  Every home needs God’s leading away from temptation and His deliverance and protection from evil….


Start where Jesus tells us to star, praying for the hallowing of God’s name.  To do that, we must know what the names of God stand for and what it means to “hallow” those names, or to lift them up as holy.


The names of God are description of His character.  When God calls Himself the Good Shepherd, for example, He is describing His nature as that of a self-sacrificing shepherd who lays down His life for His sheep (see John 10:11).  To hallow the name Shepherd in a home means asking that the family – each individual in it – may have a special experience or discovery of the shepherd aspect of God.  We ask that they may learn, deep in their hearts, what it means to be in God’s flock.” (“Why Pray?” pg. 136-138)

Our father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Amen.

Monday July 29th 

Our devotion today comes in part from the book “Why Pray?”  written by John Devries, published by Mission Indian in 2005.


“Is it any wonder that Jesus not only taught us to pray, “Your kingdom come,” but also spoke frequently about the kingdom of His Father and its coming to earth?  What greater need can there be than to have the kingdom of God come to a home and replace the existing kingdom of darkness?  I think of an apartment complex near my home where, out of fifty-four families, only two have fathers.  The government has become the father and husband in those households; the government is their only security.  The kingdom of darkness rules in this complex; people are afraid of each other and will not enter each other’s homes.  The area crawls with drug dealers.  Little children are not safe; they have no idea what a protective, caring father is.


What would it be life if the kingdom of God came into that complex?  Imagine it for a moment.


First of all, people would be born again.  Apart from the Holy Spirit, change in a sinner’s heart is impossible.  I sat next to a former crack addict at a Bible study in the community room of that apartment complex, and I listened in awe to his testimony.  He told how he used to get high on crack – how it tasted to him and what it did to him.  “And then a few years ago,” he said, “I found Jesus, and He tasted so good that at that moment my taste to crack disappeared.”…When we pray for the coming of the kingdom, we plead with God for new life in the heart of each person in the home. (“Why Pray?” pg. 140-142)

Thy Kingdom come.  Amen.

Tuesday July 30th 

Our devotion today comes in part from the book “Why Pray?”  written by John Devries, published by Mission Indian in 2005.


“The wonder of God’s kingdom is that it is a “one-willed” place; a place of divine harmony, for all are agreed on one will – God’s will.  Not only are all agreed, but they also do God’s will.  Doing God’s will is active obedience…


One of the great needs in our homes is obedience to the first and second commandments – namely, that we worship God only and have no idols, making nothing in our lives more important than God.  While the West may not consider itself idolatrous, the definition of idolatry given in Isaiah 2:8 shows that it is, for in this culture people worship “the worship of their hands.”…


Another form of idolatry is fear.  When we fear something, we make it bigger than God in our minds.  We say, “God, this is out of control.  I worry because I think this threat is bigger than you can handle.”  The apostle Paul advises us in Philippians 4:7, however, that the peace of God will guard our hearts and minds.  When our hearts and minds are fearful, we do not look at God and we have no peace.  To pray for God’s will to be done in a home is to pray that all forms of idolatry, especially pride and fear, will cease.”  (“Why Pray?” pg. 145-146)

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Amen.

Wednesday July 31st
Our devotion today comes in part from the book “Why Pray?”  written by John Devries, published by Mission Indian in 2005.


“Sam was a chronic worrier.  If he didn’t have something to worry about, he would make something up.  He always complained, and therefore being around him was an unpleasant experience.  But one day, when Sam stopped at the local diner for his morning cup of coffee and donut, he was smiling and humming to himself.  All the men in his coffee group were amazed at this sudden change, so they asked what had happened.  Sam explained that he had hired someone to do his worrying for him, so he no longer had to worry and complain.  The men were amazed and asked how much it cost to get someone to do that.  Sam said it cost $1,000 a day!  When they asked where he would get the money to pay this man, Sam replied, “I don’t know, but I’m not going to worry about it.  That’s what I hired him to do!”


This fictional story has an element of truth in it, for the Christian has Someone to do all his or her worrying.  One of the great honors we do God is to allow Him to worry about our troubles and thus free us to live in peace.  Often, when I lie awake at night fretting about some problem, I’ll pray, “God, there really isn’t much sense in both of us being awake with this problem.  So can You take over and worry about it for me?...As you pray for the needs of your home, do so in joyful anticipation of God’s miraculous provision.”  (“Why Pray?” pg. 150-151, 154)

Give us this day our daily bread.  Amen.

Thursday August 1st 

Our devotion today comes in part from the book “Why Pray?”  written by John Devries, published by Mission Indian in 2005.


“The prayer for forgiveness is for reconciliation with God and with each other.  In other words, it’s a prayer for love.  The entire purpose of the crucifixion can be summarized in Christ’s first words from the cross: Father, forgive the, for they do not know what they are doing (Luke 23:34).  He came to bring forgiveness.


Walk the streets of your neighborhoods and think of what goes on in the homes there.  I think of one family, in which the husband, a veteran, has never recovered from the war in Vietnam.  He struggles with alcohol and drugs.  One night he shot up the house with a pistol.  He has withdrawn from his family, caring little for them.  The wife struggles along, bearing not only this burden and the task of raising three teenagers but also the daily hurts heaped on her by her so-called Christian parents, who refuse to talk to her and blame the whole situation on her.  She becomes so depressed that she can hardly live another day.  Sometimes the lines to God need to be unblocked so that the Spirit can pour in with reconciliation not only between her husband and the Lord but also between the husband and his family, and between the wife’s parents and the Lord.  Only when the fullness of the Spirit comes and these parties experience the freedom of forgiveness will reconciliation flow.  How many homes in your neighborhoods are war zones in which people are constantly at each other’s throats?” (“Why Pray?” 155-156).

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Amen.

Friday August 2nd 

Our devotion today comes in part from the book “Why Pray?”  written by John Devries, published by Mission Indian in 2005.


“When we pray that God will lead us away from temptation and sin, we must know how to listen to God…whichever way you pray, you must know that an important part of prayer is learning how to listen as God speaks to you!  He speaks by applying specific teachings in the Bible to specific needs and challenges in your life.  He speaks through friends, through circumstances, through strange “coincidences.”  One of the greatest thrills in life is that of learning how to listen daily to God.


Use this day to learn how to listen to God, especially to learn what He wants you to do to express His love to your neighbors…Don’t crush impulses to perform strange acts of love and kindness.  They may be God’s humorous and delightful way of using you in remarkable ways.” (“Why Pray?” pg. 163-164).

Lead us not into temptation. Amen.

Saturday August 3rd 

Our devotion today comes in part from the book “Why Pray?”  written by John Devries, published by Mission Indian in 2005.


“Yes, Jesus teaches us to pray with regard to Satan, the evil one.  We need to ask the Lord for deliverance from Satan and for protection from him.  We need to learn about demonic influence not merely as it relates to individual people, but also as this influence affects entire homes…


The Lord’s Pray is a most important guide in prayer for your own home and others!  By praying it, crime can decrease in violent areas and beautiful miracles can occur.  Ask God to bless your home, delivering and protecting them from demonic influence.”  (“Why Pray?” pg. 165-169)

Deliver us from evil.  Amen.

August 4th
Bring Rich Toward God Luke 12:13-21

What does it mean to be rich?  What is it about being rich that seems so appealing to us?

We speak of a mature Christian being generous with what they have been given.  They recognize that they have been blessed to be a blessing.  What does that mean?

Read Luke 12:13-15.  Based on this text what does it mean to be rich toward God?  What else comes to mind when you think of being “rich toward God”?

Read Luke 12:16-21 and John 13:31-35.  Contrast and compare these passages.  How does each communicate different ideas of what it means to use what God has given us?  Is there a difference between using what God has given us and using what God has given us to glorify Him?

Inspiring our community:  How can you be generous toward other this week?  What is something you feel you have that you can share?

Our culture tells us that success is determined by what we have; clothes, cars, technological toys, and our bank accounts are directly connected to our worth and value as human beings.  Why is it dangerous to base our personal value on cultural expectations and standards?  What about this materialistic nature makes it difficult to see others as God sees them?  Where does our value actually come from?

August 5th - Luke 12:13-21
It can be difficult to know how to share what we have with others.  We are told by our culture to enjoy what we have and do with it what we would like.  And yet Jesus calls us to a different kind of generosity.  Part of learning how to live in such a way that we are rich toward God is learning what it means to be generous toward others in God’s eyes.  Perhaps the most difficult part of learning how to do so is trying not to listen to the “eat, drink, and be merry” philosophies of the world.

Lord - Help me to love others as you do, to give out of what you have given me.  I thank you that you are patient with me as I daily strive to live as you would have me live.  Give me the strength look first and foremost to you for direction and guidance in my life.  Amen.

August 6th - Philippians 1:1-11
“And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns.” (Philippians 1:6)

Many times when we hear someone start to talk about being generous toward giving money is the first thing that comes to mind.  In these opening verses of Paul’s letter to the Philippians he opens up our understanding that God calls us to give of all of ourselves.  This includes our financial resources, the talents and skills God has blessed us with, and our time.  From the very beginning our heavenly father and creator has been working and shaping each of us for the work he has prepared for us; sharing the message of his love and grace.  May you recognize how he is working through you, shaping you, can calling you to share with others the hope you have in Christ.

August 7th - Philippians 1:12-19
Paul writes his letter to the Philippians from a rather interesting location: prison.  He shares with the church in Philippi that even from prison, even while bound in chains, he has found that the message of the gospel can transform the lives of those around him.

The odd part of giving to others and being generous is that we often feel we can only give when we have something to spare.  But what Paul shows us is that even when we have nothing we have a message of hope, of a love so strong that it has overcome even death, that is more valuable than gold or silver.

Almighty and Everlasting God - Help me to know that through faith I have the greatest and most precious gift I could ever give to anyone.  When I struggle to know how to give that gift, to share that faith, give me the words, the actions, and the love to do so.  Amen.

August 8th - Philippians 1:20-26
“I’m torn between two desires: I long to go and be with Christ, which would be far better for me.  But for your sakes, it is better that I continue to live.” (Philippians 1:22-23, NLT)

Like Paul as believers we too struggle with a tension between two desires.  We want to be with Christ, to experience the fullness and restoration the comes through being with Him in eternity.  But on the other hand we realize that God wants to work in and through us to share the life-transforming message found in the Gospel.  Instead we take comfort in knowing that it is God who needs to know the what, when, and why of when we will be with Him.  We need only to know of His love and faithfulness to the promise he made through His Son.

August 9th - Philippians 2:1-4

“Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others.  Be humble, thinking of others as better than yourselves.  Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others, too.” (Philippians 2:3-4, NLT)

God calls us to be generous toward others.  We’ve explore a bit over the past week about what that might look like.  Generosity at it’s core calls us to look to the needs of others, to place their interests in front of our own.  This generosity doesn’t come out of obligation but out of humble recognition of how Christ laid down his live for us.   He thought of us and what we needed, to be restored to our God and creator, before His own suffering and pain.

Lord, I thank you that you thought of me before yourself when you went up on the cross to die on my behalf.  Help me to live in such a way as to show that same love to all those I meet today.  Amen.

August 11th 

God Will Provide  Luke 12:22-34

What does it mean to trust someone?  What does it mean to trust God?  How are faith and trust linked?

Read Luke 12:22-34.  Have you read or heard this passage from Luke before?  What do you think Jesus is trying to communicate to His disciples?

Read Luke 12:29-31.  What do you think verse 31 is trying to communicate?  What are “these things”?  Why will making God’s Kingdom the top priority in our lives bring “these things” to our lives?

Last week we read about the rich fool (Luke 12:13-21).  Why do you think Jesus followed that parable with these words on trusting in God’s love and desire to care for His creation?

Why is it difficult to trust that God will provide what we need?  Read Luke 12:32-34.  When Jesus connects “moneybags that do not grow old” and “treasure in the heavens that does not fail” what might he be talking about?  How might such ideas relate to your own life?

Inspiring our community:  What are some of the things you worry about on a daily basis?  What can you do to place those worries in God’s hands, trusting in His promise to care for you?  How might you show your trust in God to others in your life? 

August 12th - Luke 12:22-24

Over the next five days we’ll be taking a closer look of what it means to trust that God will provide for our every need and how we know he will do so.  We’ll use Luke 12:22-34.

What might it mean to live in such a way that we do not worry about whether or not we’ll have enough food to eat or clothes to wear?  What does that kind of trust in God look like and why would Jesus tell his disciples to live in such a way?

Sometimes I get caught up in the little details, the little pieces of information that while necessary distract me from the end goal; the big picture.  Basic psychology explains through Maslow’s hierarchy of needs that as humans we struggle in situations where we fear or cannot meet our basic needs.  We need food and shelter in order to be able to focus on other aspects of living our lives (relationships with others etc.).  When Jesus asks us not to worry about where our food and clothing will come from he is calling us to remember who God is and what he has done, he is pointing us to God’s character, his faithfulness in all situations.  

Not sweating the small stuff, not worrying about where our next meal is coming from, doesn’t negate the fact that we will in fact need to eat in the future  or make the details less important it simply calls us to remember and see the bigger picture, to put our trust in our God who will always be faithful to us.  

August 13th - Luke 12:25-26
One of my favorite songs right now is called “O My Soul”, written and performed by Audrey Assad.  Within the lyrics of the song this young artist shares something that would be good for all of us to remember.

“Your worries will never love you.  They’ll leave you all alone. But your God will not forsake you.  O my soul.”

Jesus asks his disciples “Can all your worries add a single moment to your life?”  The answer of course is no.  Why then do we worry?  Because we struggle to entrust our lives to God.  We daily struggle to trust that he knows and wants what is best for us.  May we remember that the worries we cling to can give us nothing, but the love of Christ can strengthen and work through any and all situations.

August 14th - Luke 12:27-28
I still remember reading about the great King David in the Old Testament, the King who wanted to build a great temple for the Lord.  But he wasn’t the one to build that great temple.  Instead his son, Solomon, built the great temple and was given a great deal of wisdom by God.

And yet, even in all the splendor of that temple and of Solomon Jesus tells us that a lily growing is more finely dressed than Solomon could ever have been in all of his wealth.  If God cares for one small lily how much more must he care for you and I, after all he sent his son to die for us on the cross, to redeem, restore and renew us through him.  

When we struggle to trust in God and entrust our lives to his care we need only remember the depth of his love for us in that while we were still sinners he sent his son to die for us and to save us from our sin.

August 15th - Luke 12:29-31
As we continue reading through this passage in the gospel of Luke we return to an earlier theme of not being concerned about what we will eat or what we will drink but this time Jesus provides us with a different reason.  Unlike those who do not know who God is and the depth of his love in our lives we know of God’s love and faithfulness; we can trust that God will care for us.  Instead of focus on the small things Jesus calls us to seek first and foremost God’s kingdom, the rest will fall into place.  

Such a call requires us to walk by faith rather than by what we can see.  God’s kingdom isn’t always easy to see and the many ways in which he works through our lives and the lives of others are not always as clear as we would like.  Seeking his kingdom requires us to trust in him, believing that though we may not see all of the small details falling into place God is working so that they will.

August 16th - Luke 12:32-34
“Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.” - Luke 12:34 (NLT)

When it comes right down to it, the issue of entrusting our lives to God, placing our cares and worries at his feet rather than keeping them to ourselves, is a matter of the heart.  If our heart is so focused on our own ability to care and provide for ourselves and others we will never be able to rid ourselves of the worry Jesus is calling us to lay before God.  We cannot trust completely in God and in our own abilities at the same time.

When Jesus calls us to seek first God’s kingdom he is calling us to realign our heart so that Christ is Lord in our lives.  If we place our hope in him and his abilities to care for us and for the whole world is is with Christ that our treasure, all that we have, will be.  Bound together with Christ our joy cannot be torn apart, fade away or stolen.  May God work in and through each of us to turn our hearts toward him that we may know a joy everlasting.

August 18th 

Growing for Others  Luke 12:49-53

Who is someone in your life who has stuck by you as you’ve grown into who you are today?  Why do you think they stuck by you?

Read Luke 12:50.  Jesus is not actually referring to baptism as we think of baptism today.  What is he referring to in this verse?  

Read Romans  6:1-4.  How do these verses speak of our own baptism and its connection to Christ’s death on the cross and resurrection to new life?

Read Luke 12:51.  We often speak of the grace Jesus gives to all through the cross as something we are to share, something that can bridge the gaps between people.  Of what division is Christ speaking?  

Read Luke 12:52-53.  While Jesus recognizes that He will cause division among friends and family why is it important for us to recognize that our role as His witnesses in the world is not one of sequestering ourselves from others but living and being among them?  Why is it difficult to prioritize our relationship with Christ above those with our families or friends?

Inspiring our community.  If a friend, family member or co-worker asked you to tell them what is meant by Jesus’ words in Luke 12:52-53.  What would you say?

One of our measures of a mature Christian is someone who grows for others, someone who recognizes that there will be times when they will need to grow in their own faith, knowledge, and experience in order to walk with others as they grow.  What does growing for others look like in your own life?

August 19th - Romans 6:1-4
In this passage from Romans we read that we have been buried with Christ in baptism and raised to new life in His resurrection.  Each and every day we are constantly growing and learning what it means to live as followers of Christ.  Sometimes we feel like  we might not need to grow anymore, after all growing means changing and if we are honest we don't always feel much like changing. 

But while faith might sometimes have periods of rest and reflection along the way we are never done growing; there will always be more to learn about God and we will never fully know where our faith will take us in his service.

May God's Spirit fill you as you continue to walk and grow in faith.
August 20th - Acts 2:42-47
Growing for others is not a solitary activity.  Growing in faith happens in the midst of a community of others.  Without others we would not have the shared experience of faith which is just one part of who God made us to be.

Learning to live as a community is not easy.  Compromise and sacrifice are a regular part of daily living.  When we read these few verses about the early church in the book of Acts we find that what kept the community together was their shared belief in Christ and the truth of who He was and what He did.  Together, with this belief at the core of their community, they sought to be unified, sacrificing for one another and for those who were coming to faith.

Heavenly Father - You have made us to be part of a community, part of the body of Christ.  With Your truth as our strong foundation help the church today to work together, unified in goal and purpose to fulfill your mission, restoring all of creation to yourself through the message of Christ.  Amen
August 21st - Romans 15:1-7

Probably one of the hardest parts about living faith on a daily basis is understanding that we don't live that faith in a vacuum.  In a culture where independence and doing things "your own way" is highly valued it can be difficult to remember that our actions, what we say and do, impact the lives of those around us.

In this passage from Romans Paul encourages us to help others and do what is right so that they can be built up in their own faith.  This might mean changing what we ourselves do so as to not cause others to fall into temptation or suffer or it might mean offering encouragement to someone who is first starting their own relationship with God and journey of faith.  Whatever it might mean God gives us all we need to help those in our lives through His Spirit working in and through us.
Almighty God - I thank you that you have given us your Spirit to work in and through us, giving us the words to say to encourage and build others up as they grow in faith.  Help me to realize when I am thinking more about myself and less about the people around me.  Help me to realize that just as others need me I need other people to encourage and help me grow in faith as well.  Amen.
August 22nd - 2 Corinthians 1:3-7

Have you ever had a situation you steered clear of because you weren't quite sure you could handle it?  Maybe you didn't feel like you had any experience in a certain area so figured you wouldn't be able help or perhaps a friend or neighbor was going through a trying time, a situation you've never gone through, and you didn't try to help or reach out to them because you didn't know what to say.

In this passage from 2 Corinthians we read that it is out of our experience of receiving the comfort God gives us through Christ that we are able to reach out to others.  We might not have gone through their exact same experience but we know what it means to receive the grace and love of God.  Out of the comfort we have received from God we have been blessed to bless others with that same feeling of comfort.  It is God working through us instead of our own experiences and know-how.

Heavenly Father - When I feel I don't have the right words or don't know how to bring comfort to those in pain help me to remember the comfort I feel in knowing the depth of your love toward me and all people.  When others are weighed down by their troubles help them to find comfort in the love and grace you have given us.  Amen.

August 23rd - Acts 10:9-48

The early church had a pretty big learning curve to deal with.  Jewish followers of Christ would come to a new understanding of what Jesus meant when he said he died for all people, not just for those who were Jewish.  When Jesus was alive he said Peter would be the rock on which he would build the church.  As that rock Peter understands that walking by faith requires us to follow Christ, even when we don't understand what he is calling us to do.  
In this passage from Acts Peter's understanding of the promises of salvation and life found in Christ go beyond what he ever understood before.   Going to the home of the Gentile and his family went against everything Peter knew about living faith  " correctly" but filled with the Spirit he listens and follows in the way God would have him walk, even if that path seemed "wrong" based on everything else he knew.

Lord - Sometimes I struggle to know how best to follow you and sometimes I don't think that there might be more than one way to do so.  Help me, as I grow in faith, to listen to the stories and experiences of others so that I can more fully come to understand how you are working in and through your people.  Amen.

August 25th

The Dangers of Selling-Out  Luke 13:22-30

Why do you think advertisement and cultural opinions have such a strong hold on our actions and decisions?  

How do you deal with the tension between what our American culture expects of us and what Jesus expects of each of us as His followers?

This discourse follows two short passages where Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to a Mustard Seed and Leaven in bread (Luke 13:18-21).  How might these Kingdom comparisons provide some context for the question asked of Jesus in 13:23? 

Read Luke 13:25-27.  Why is “going through the motions” of living our faith not enough?

Read Luke 13:29-30.  Those who come from the “east and west, and from the north and south” are not just individuals from different geographical regions.  Jesus is referring to the tax collectors, sinners and Gentiles, those who the religious and civil authorities saw as neither valuable nor redeemable.  How can we open our hearts and minds to recognize those in our own lives whom we struggle to see as valuable but whom we know God loves and wants as part of our Christian community?

Inspiring our community:  Often times Christians are criticized because of their belief that Jesus is the only truth and way to everlasting life.  Our culture would like Christians to be more all-inclusive.  How do you share your faith with individuals who have the worldview that all religions lead to the same God?  How do you talk about a loving God with people who cannot see a loving God sending people to hell if they choose not believe in Him?  

August 26th - Galatians 1:1-10

As we read the beginning verses of Paul's letter to the Galatians we realize that the community of believers in Galatia are struggling in their faith.  They have been persuaded by the teachings of others who have twisted the teachings of Christ.

We struggle with the same problems in our own culture today.  We aren’t always sure of what we believe or how to know whether or not what someone is saying about the “Christian faith” is actually in agreement with scripture.  We can take comfort in knowing that others, even back when the church first began, also struggled to discern whether or not someone was telling the truth about who Jesus was.

Heavenly Father - We live in a world where not everyone knows the truth about who you and what you have done through your son Jesus.  As we daily live out our faith help us to hear with your discerning ears and to see through your eyes that we might hold firm and fast to the truth of the gospel message.  Amen.
August 27th - Galatians 1:11-24
I love the fact that we read in the Bible about so many imperfect people God worked through.  It makes me feel a little bit more comfortable about the fact that he seems to want to work through me.

Paul recognizes that he is the last person many people would have expected to become a Christian.  He actively pursued and persecuted the church and was present even at the death of the first martyr for Christ.  He could not see the truth of Christ until Christ himself revealed that truth to Paul (then of course called Saul).  But God planned that it would be through Paul that Gentiles would hear the message of the gospel.  Rather than a point of distraction, Paul’s past actions serve as the starting block for showing the depth of God’s love for all people.  

Though we are imperfect, sinful people, we have received through the working of the Holy Spirit in our lives the gift of faith.  Let us hold fast to that truth and be witnesses to the hope it speaks into our lives and into this world.

August 28th - Galatians 2:1-10
Americans are pretty big of freedom.  Wars have been fought to secure that freedom.  Lives have been lost and many more have been changed forever all in the name of being freedom.  Because of this idea of freedom it is possible that we have a pretty clear understanding of what Paul is talking about in this passage from Galatians.  Because of the differences in the practice of living the faith between those who were Jewish and those who were Gentile there was a great deal of arguing about what was required to truly be saved.  By asking the Gentiles to follow Jewish practices Paul saw that some Jews were limiting and taking away the freedom Christ gives us through his death and resurrection.

The same thing can still be found in the church today.  The church can become so focused at times on the outward actions, the visible signs of living a life of faith, that it forgets about where true transformation and change occurs; in the heart.  We sometimes want to see the outward change in behavior we extend the grace and mercy of the gospel.  But Paul knows, and we ought to remember, that the freedom found in Christ is offered to all who repent and turn to God.  We must trust in the promise of that freedom and in the Spirit working in and through the lives of God’s people so that we do not limit or keep the gospel only for ourselves or the people whom we feel are deserving.

August 29th - Galatians 2:11-21

Have you ever called someone out?  Ask them to account for their actions in from of others or perhaps in a one-on-one conversation?
Continuing with these verse from Galatians Paul tells us about a time when he called Peter out for inconsistency in his actions.  Peter, who no doubt struggled to please both the new Gentile believers and the Jews, was acting differently depending on which group he was around.  He was afraid that the Jews who argued that Gentiles needed to be circumcised in order to be included in the promises of Christ saw him eating with Gentiles.  Jews and Gentiles were not to eat together in the minds of these Jewish leaders.   But Paul knew Peter was well aware that the promise of eternal life through Christ was for all people and he wasn't going to let Peter's actions go unnoticed.  
It isn't easy to stand up to people who are struggling to live out their faith in an honest way and yet when we are inconsistent with others, inauthentic and contradictory in our actions, those whom we are called to share our faith with, instead of seeing the hope and glory of the gospel, might be stuck seeing only what we are doing.  May God give us the strength to live in the face of fear and uncertainly that we might show those who need the hope we have in Christ what it means to live our lives walking by faith, trusting in God above all others. 

August 30th - Galatians 3:23-29

Clothes are interesting.  They can make us feel incredibly comfortable, warm and content or they can make us feel self-conscious and exposed.  They can be too tight, too loose, covered in mud, or fresh from the dryer.  

As Christians we have been “clothed” with Christ, united with him in baptism.  Paul speaks about Christ as though we wear him like we wear a shirt or socks.  How might “wearing” Christ feel?  Instead of being too itchy, tight, or loose when we wear Christ we feel at home in our own skin.  When we wear Christ we put on love, compassion and hope.  As you go about your day today consider how you are wearing the promises and grace of God and rest in the comforting presence of Christ in your life.

