
Lord’s Prayer Devotions

Praying to God through the Word
Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me.








-Jesus


 Ole Hallesby begins his classic work on prayer with these words from Revelation 3:20 which teach us about Christian prayer; what it is and what it is not.   Before we even begin to pray we are told that God knows our thoughts; that His will is done whether we pray for it or not; that His kingdom will come according to His grace; that His character does not change.  So, some argue, why pray?  What is the point?  Clearly, it is not to tell God something He doesn’t know or convince Him of what is good and right in any given situation.  Prayer seems to be far more for us, than for Him.  Prayer allows God to enter our lives.  Prayer opens our hearts, minds, and souls to a loving, compassionate Father who desires to come in and reside with us, gracefully and joyfully transforming our hearts, minds, and souls.  Prayer gives God the chance to heal us, heal those around us, strengthen us, equip us, encourage us, and so much more.  

Jesus helps us understand what prayer is for Christians.  It’s not mindless babbling.  It’s not endless repetition of the same phrases over and over as some make it.   It is not bartering.  It is not faithless or doubting. It is not done so others will think what a great prayer we are.  

Prayer pleasing to God is simple, not long winded, and is rooted in the knowledge that the Father in heaven knows the needs of Jesus’ disciples.  It is confident, yet humble.  It trusts that God is good and wants to listen to His people and do good and gracious things for them.  It recognizes God is working and seeks alignment with His will-and the strength and courage to do so.  Prayer is beautiful and refreshing.  It is completely honest.  We need not sugarcoat our feelings or thoughts as God already knows them.  It is respectful, acknowledging we are the clay and He is the potter.  

Why the Lord’s Prayer?

How many pray the Lord’s Prayer several thousand times in the course of a year, and if they were to keep on doing so for a thousand years they would not have tasted nor prayed one iota, one dot, of it!  In a word, the Lord’s Prayer is the greatest martyr on earth (as are the name and word of God).  Everybody tortures and abuses it; few take comfort and joy in its proper use.  





-Martin Luther

We are beginning this time of prayer, devotion, study, and worship in our church so that cannot be said about us and our use of The Lord’s Prayer.  Prayer is a gift to us, and the more we grow through prayer the more God’s kingdom comes, His will is done, forgiveness is poured out, and evil is repelled.  When Jesus taught us to pray like this, He was giving us an outline to guide us in our communion with God.  

Each line in the Lord’s Prayer is called a petition.  Not counting the first line, there are seven petitions (which is listed at the beginning of each week).  
The Lord’s Prayer seems to fit into two parts by subject and grammar.
· Petitions 1-3 are prayers for the last day (to come) until the last day actually comes
· Petitions 4-7 are prayers for today, in light of the last day
Each petition is a prayer in its own right.  You could spend a day praying only one petition.  Indeed, it is often very appropriate to do so depending on what is happening in and around us.
As we will learn, this prayer covers everything in our lives in some way or other.  It need not be the only prayer we know, but we should all know it well and use it any chance we can to commune with God and our fellow Christians.    You can use the Lord’s Prayer as a prayer guide each day, pausing after each petition and filling in what is a concern to you.  
How to use this devotion.
Devotions are written for Monday through Saturday of each week.  The scriptures to be read for each devotion were chosen for their prayerful nature and/or for the light they shed on that petition.  The sermon on Sunday will address the petition for the week and should you be unable to attend worship the sermons will be available online at www.stalc.org.


Read the Scripture first unless otherwise noted, and then the brief devotion.  You’ll usually be encouraged to return to the passage of Scripture and use it as a guide for your prayers.  This may feel awkward at first if you are not used to doing so, but stick with it.  By the end of a few weeks you will have grown accustomed to using Scripture as a guide for your prayers, and you will have just been given a great gift to enhance your prayer life.  God loves His word more than we could ever love it; He knows it gives life. He delights when His word becomes our words.  It hallows His name.  

May our Lord draw us closer in communion with Him and to each other in this time of prayer.  Amen.

Pastor Dan

Most scripture quotes I make are from ESV, unless I memorized the passage another way, then it could be either from RSV, NIV, or NASB. 
Tips for teaching prayer to children from Tracy Krueger

1) Share highs and lows before prayer and use them as starting ideas in your prayers, thanking God for the highs and asking for help with the lows.
2) If kids are having trouble forming their prayers, think of prayers as a letter to God. Start by addressing the letter to God, then say what you want to tell God, and then close it, “in Jesus' name, amen.”
3) It is never too early for a child to start to learn the Lord's Prayer even though they may not understand everything at first. It is great for them to hear and become familiar with the words and to have the different parts explained.
4) Pray in a variety of ways, you don't always need to close your eyes and bow your head and fold your hands...it is OK if you wiggle or move during prayer and it is great to show kids that there are many ways to pray.  If too much wiggling is an issue, stand, kneel, or sit in a circle and hold hands together. 

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven

Hallowed be Thy name

Thy kingdom Come

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven

Give us this day our daily bread

And forgive us our trespasses 

as we forgive those who trespass against us

Lead us not into temptation

But deliver us from evil

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,

Forever and ever.  Amen.

______________________________________________
The First Petition

Hallowed be Thy name.

What does this mean?  God's name is indeed holy in itself; but we pray in this petition that it may become holy among us also.

How is this done?  When the Word of God is taught in its truth and purity, and we as the children of God also lead holy lives in accordance with it. To this end help us, dear Father in heaven. But he that teaches and lives otherwise than God's Word teaches profanes the name of God among us. From this preserve us, Heavenly Father.
Monday - Psalm 145


This psalm begins the crescendo of praise with which the whole book of psalms comes to an end.  Psalms 145-150 provide us with incredible examples of how to praise God and make His name holy in our presence.  It implores all of God’s people, from generation to generation to declare the great and amazing acts God has done for His creation; for His people. 


It is not hard to come up with reasons to thank and praise God.  Even when we are weighed down by hard things happening to us or to those close to us, God can renew our perspective and enable us to find many reasons to thank and praise Him.  Were the entire psalm just verses 8-9, we would have enough reason to praise God for who He is and what He has done.  But there is so much more.  This psalmist picks up on the many and various ways God blesses us and guides us in how to thank and praise Him for His generous and gracious deeds.  


Pray slowly through this psalm.  Use each verse as a jump off point to thank and praise Him for what He has done for you and for all His creatures.  And begin to experience the joy of recognizing the awesome magnitude of God in His glory.

Tuesday - Revelation 5 


I really look forward to the day described by John in Revelation 5.  The day all of creation stands before the throne of God; before Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and praises and worships God Almighty for all eternity.  The Spirit has begun to work a longing in me that I hope He has begun to work in you as well; a longing that awaits this great moment when worship begins and then progresses through eternity.  The moment when God’s name is truly made holy by all who call on His name, and will bring inexpressible joy for all eternity to all who have trusted in Christ as Lord and Savior.  


The first three petitions of the Lord’s Prayer are praying for the last day, when Christ returns in glory, until we reach the last day.  They are prayers that desire to have God bring into our lives today what He has promised will occur on the last day.  Your prayers the next three weeks should capture the desire for Christ to return in glory and be worshipped by the entire creation.  


Do you see why only Christ is worthy to have His name hallowed and honored among us?  Christ, the Lamb of God, has allowed Himself to be slain, has ransomed and redeemed people from all over creation, and has conquered death for us (verses 5 & 9).  That’s why we praise Him and Him only, that’s why we sing, that’s why we offer Him everything. 


Pray today that you be filled with awe over what Christ has done for you and all people.  Pray that you recognize the depth of His love and sacrifice for you, and the glory and honor only He deserves.  Pray that God expands your love for all peoples for whom Christ the Lamb gave His life.  Pray that all peoples would be drawn to know Christ as Lord and Savior and honor His name for what He has done for us.  

Wednesday - Isaiah 48:9-13   


When we pray that God’s name be made holy, we are praying that we would become as zealous for His name to be praised, honored, and glorified as He is.  Remember when Jesus threw all the money changers out of the temple (John 2:14-17)?    Remember how zealous He was for the honor of His father, in order that no one would be pushed away from God by looking upon the wretched state people had made God’s house of worship?  As we pray this prayer, God desires we become just as passionate about making sure God’s true holy, gracious, and merciful nature is revealed to all peoples.


Do you bristle when people use God’s name in vain?  Do you struggle with hearing Jesus’ name used as a swear word?  Do you get angry when Christian politics or hypocrisy clouds the precious message of the Good News found in Jesus Christ?  I hope you do, for you are beginning to have God’s name be hallowed in your heart, mind, and soul.  


God’s word in Isaiah is clear: everything is done for the sake of God’s name being made holy in heaven and on earth.  This may sound prideful to you, and if it were a human’s motivation it would be great sin.  But God demanding His name be holy brings hope, peace, justice, love, grace, and life into this world.  Where God’s name is not made holy, strife reigns and this world becomes a hell on earth.  


So pray that God would cause you to share the same passion and zeal for making His name holy on earth.  Pray your own actions would not sully or muddy His holy name in the sight of anyone.  And pray you would so delight in God’s name you desire to see it praised for all eternity.  

Thursday - Psalm 19


God’s name is made holy when we recognize and thank Him for being the source of all good things.  While we know this, we often do not live, pray, and give Him thanks -acknowledging what He has done in our lives.  Do you look up at the stars and rejoice in the majesty and glory of God? Do you slow down enough each day to see God’s handiwork in His creatures and creation?  Do you acknowledge His craftsmanship in the way you are fearfully and wonderfully made?  Because we are so easily distracted by everyday life we must remind ourselves to enjoy the simple and beautiful things that God created and make His name holy among us.  This is why childlike faith is so beautiful: a child is overjoyed to look at a tree or bug, and give God praise for it.


When we desire the Word and ways of God more than gold and consider them sweeter than honey, God’s name is made holy in our life.  Read and pray through verses 7-10, allow these beautiful words to align your priorities and purpose.  


Finally, what sins are keeping you from making God’s name holy to you, your family, and others around you?  Do you see how the psalmist, aware of God’s holiness, is also aware of his faults and failings, so that he prays his sins would not have dominion over him and God’s name may be holy in his life.  It is powerful. When we pray God’s name to be holy, we are 1) praying He is recognized for His glory, 2) that we are humble and delight in and depend first and foremost in Him, and 3) that our own sin and selfishness would not defame the beautiful name of God.  Spend a little time praying through those three points with this psalm as a guide.  

Friday - Psalm 136


I know it is tempting to quickly read through Psalm 136.  Half the words are the same.  But what words they are!  Does your heart sing this tune?  Do you have this kind of joy in God’s great love for you and His entire creation?  Do you still get this excited about God, or has your passion to see His name praised waned a little.


The love described here is not the love we speak of when we say, “I love tacos.”  Nor is it the love we speak of when we say, “I loved to fish in my childhood.”  The husband holding his wife’s hand at her deathbed, kissing her softly on the cheek as he gazes into her eyes and whispers, “I love you,” comes closer to it.  The parent, exasperated to tears by the rebellion of her child yet again, saying, “Nothing can ever stop me from loving you,” is near it.  The Word describes a steadfast, covenant love.  It describes a love that God has promised to give freely and unconditionally.  It is a love that has no end.  A love not based on any merit or worthiness in us, but purely on God’s desire to share His love with His people.


This psalm is a prayer guide.  I’d encourage you to pray through verse nine or so, then begin listing the things in your own history for which you can praise God.  Think of the things God has done for you that demonstrate His unconditional and covenant love for you.  After each event you recall, declare, “for his steadfast love endures forever.”  Pray that you would rejoice in His love for you and that you would hallow His name in your heart.

Saturday - Genesis 39:1-21   


God’s name is hallowed among us when we live lives that reflect his holiness and righteousness.  His name is made holy among us when outsiders “know we are Christians by our love.”  The fact that the influence of the Christian church is waning in our culture today, that Christians are not looked to as beacons of hope, light, love, and righteousness, is a great tragedy.  We must own up to and repent of the things we have done, and perhaps are doing that are defaming God’s name-not only among us but in the eyes of outsiders.


The patriarch Joseph fully understood this.  He knew each of his works and deeds were not just a reflection on himself, but on his God.  He was sold into slavery in Egypt, surrounded by Egyptian religion that worshipped various gods and beings that were not the one true God.  Joseph knew his conduct was a reflection of God.  So when his master’s wife tempted him to sleep with her, committing adultery, Joseph responded by saying, “How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?”  Joseph did not desire to defame God’s name by giving into temptation.


Today, pray that you would recognize everything you do is a reflection of your God.  You are the only representative of God some people will ever see.  This is why Moses and Peter called us a nation of priests, for we stand between people and God, interceding for them in order to bring them to a relationship with Him.  Every action, every word, every thought is either hallowing God’s name in the presence of others or defaming it before them.  Pray God works through you to make His name holy (hallowed) in the presence of others.


I realize this may feel a bit burdensome.  Do not despair.  We have all come to faith despite the failings of others around us.  This is why Christians must never hypocritically pretend to be perfect, but simply live good lives and be the first to admit and confess their faults before God and others.  This kind of authentic honesty alone has brought many to faith.  So when you fail and defame God’s name before others, be quick to confess, to apologize, and to bring healing-thus restoring the holiness of God’s name.  God will use that to make His name holy-for He knows we are not perfect as He is perfect.  

More prayers for Petition 1

Psalm 8, 19, 29, 33, 47, 65, 66, 68, 93, 96-100, 104-106, 111, 113, 114,117 145-150 

______________________________________________
The Second Petition
Thy kingdom come.

What does this mean?   The kingdom of God comes indeed without our prayer, of itself; but we pray in this petition that it may come unto us also.

How is this done?  When our heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead a godly life here in time and yonder in eternity.

Monday - Revelation 22:20    


The first three petitions of the Lord’s Prayer are praying for the last day until Jesus returns to us on the last day.  What do I mean by that statement?  When you hear Christians speak, you might get the impression that dying and going to heaven is the greatest hope given to the faithful.  Yet when you read God’s word you realize almost nothing is said about “dying and going to heaven.”  You will find, however, constant mention and longing for Christ to return in power and glory.  This is the event referred to in Scripture (OT and NT) as the “last day,” the “great day of the Lord,” the “day of the Lord,” “on that day,” “the resurrection,” and other similar phrases.  


What will happen on that day?  It is the day Christ returns, the day the universe is rent asunder, the day all creation comes to an end as we know it, the day all people (alive at the time and those who have already “slept” before the return of Christ) are gathered before the throne of God and judged by Christ the King.  It is the day that the faithful are given a new, eternal, undefiled-by-sin body, and will begin dwelling in God’s newly restored and created heaven and earth (and tragically, the day those who have rejected Christ get what they wanted and are cast away from the presence of God for eternity).  It is the day “He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away (Rev. 21:4).” 


The Day of the Lord is our great Christian hope.  When we pray for God’s kingdom/reign to come, we are praying for Him to return in His majestic, white-hot glory and bring all things fully under His hand.  We are praying evil stops, righteousness reigns, and the curse brought into creation by our sin is purged-allowing only the good God intended when He made all things.  We are praying the circle is completed.  That what Christ began doing in His first coming is completely fulfilled and finished in His second.  That is our Christian hope.  It is a hope that is not selfish, (merely desiring to be removed from the struggles of this world), but a hope that is grounded in the promises of God and His will for His creation.


Pray for Christ to return today.  Pray for whatever you can think of today that is yet to be made right.  Pray for the things that still cause tears, hunger, and pain.  Pray Christ would finally destroy these and initiate the moment when these wretched things are no more.  


“Behold, I am coming soon.”  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

Tuesday - Matthew 6:31-33  


First things first.  There are many things we can seek in this life.  Some people chase after fame, fortune, success, or notoriety.  Others want to live a quiet life, unnoticed, peaceful and behind the scenes.  Some wants lots of toys, others lots of experiences.  Some like to build, some like to use what’s built.  But as we pray this petition, God is inviting us to put first things first in our lives: His kingdom.


Don’t understand kingdom in the sense of a place, but in the sense of God’s reign in heaven and on earth.  When we pray for His kingdom to come, we are praying for God to reign supreme in all aspects of our own life and the workings of all humanity.  Jesus teaches us to not worry about the many and various things people can and do chase after, but to seek first (and foremost) His reign.  God will add the other things as they are appropriate to His reign in our lives and His plan for the world.  It is a shame we often seek the wrong things first, and end up with less of God’s reign and the other things He has promised to give us as well.  


Did you hear in the reading today that God knows what you need?  Don’t you think God is fully aware of what will truly bring you joy and blessing in this life?  If given a choice between giving you a great job and a great marriage-which do you think He would choose for you?  Which are you seeking?  If given the chance to give you a ministry that transforms lives and equips other to change our community, or send you on a nice vacation or give some pricey object-which do you think He would choose for you?  Which have you often chosen?  Does God’s kingdom grow, does His reign increase, when we don’t seek his kingdom first?


Pray today God would change your heart to seek first His reign in your life and this world.  Pray that He would show you how to live so that His kingdom is well established in your life and the life of this church.  Seek God’s strength to work with Him in this growth.  

Wednesday - Psalm 13 


Do not forget that with this prayer, “thy kingdom come,” a deep longing is expressed.  Romans 8 describes the whole creation longing for Christ to return and restore his creation to its original “very good.”  The inanimate creation!  How much more are God’s people to long for the great day when God’s will reigns supreme and all things will be made new as promised.  


Psalm 13, among plenty of others, expresses this longing.  How long, O Lord?  Will you forget forever?  I am sure almost all of us have felt a deep longing for things to be made right.  In this psalm God gives us the permission to speak honestly, openly, and forthrightly about our needs, our hopes, our fears, and our desires to see our world made right.  


Let the Spirit move in you today to produce a longing for something in your life to be made new and right.  Be honest with God about how you truly feel about what is going on.  Close with verse 5 & 6, acknowledging that God is good to you.  That He does love you.  That He has dealt bountifully with you and will continue to do so.  

Thursday - Psalm 126   


Ever been here?  Have you ever gone through such a difficult and brutal time, passed through the valley of darkness, and walked out of that pit into daylight once again?  Joy, right?  Relief too, I’ll bet?  Probably even had a spring in your step after the ball and chain had fallen off.  The psalmist is so overjoyed; it feels like a dream (pinch me).  Mouths are filled with laughter; a song is on his lips. God has done great things for his people.


This is what we pray for when we pray, “Thy kingdom come.”  I fear many of our prayers fall short.  When things are really bad we just pray for a little improvement (we use the word “just” a lot-often minimizing our requests).  While this may convey a polite reverence, we must never forget that God has called us to pray that the world changes: that His kingdom comes to us.  This psalm calls for boldness, for the celebration of great things already done and for the anticipation of great things yet to be done.  The prayer is to restore all our fortunes.  The prayer is to end weeping, end hunger, end tears, end pain.  We know this is promised someday (Revelation 21:1-4), but we want it to come now.  We are taught by Christ to pray it comes now.  


We must remember to give Him thanks and praise when and where we have seen His kingdom come.  We have already glimpsed His kingdom coming and we’ll have many more opportunities to do so, especially if we are truly praying for it to occur in us, around us, and through our works.


Pray for God to change the world around you.  Pray for joy to replace the mourning, hope to replace the despair, light to shrink the darkness, life to conquer death.  And don’t pinch me when we see it happen.  

Friday - Romans 10:1-17  


How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?  And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 


God’s reign begins in a person’s life when they call on His name as Lord and Savior, when they confess their sinful rebellion to the Lord and faithfully embrace and trust the promises God has given to us through Jesus our Lord and Savior.  This does not happen unless someone speaks God’s word so that it may be understood and responded to in the act of repentance.  Yet how can someone believe if they have never heard the Good News?  How can anyone hear unless someone proclaims God’s word?  How will anyone proclaim God’s word unless they are sent out by God’s people?


They can’t, which makes praying this prayer such an important part of allowing God to move in us to accomplish the growth of His kingdom on the earth.  When we pray this prayer, we are seeking to advance the kingdom of God on this earth.  We are seeking the fulfillment of the mission of Jesus: to seek and save the lost.  Jesus seeks and saves the lost through us, Christians who have tasted His grace and share it with others.  Our prayers open the door for people to come to faith, for God listens to our prayers and begins to move through His Holy Spirit to draw the objects of our prayers into faith.


Our reading today gives us two opportunities for prayer.  In the first, pray through this chapter in Romans and insert, where appropriate, the names of those you hope God brings to faith in Christ.  The second prayer is this: ask God to give you, and all God’s people, the opportunity to share His word so that faith may be worked when unbelievers hear the word of God.  God gives grace through His word-may we be good stewards of His word and share it with those around us.  
Saturday - Ephesians 3:14-20


Do you realize when God asks us to pray His kingdom come He is inviting us to transform the world.  Ponder the words “Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or imagine” for a moment.  God is literally inviting us to join Him in being a part of something bigger and more amazing than we can ask or imagine.


I’m sure there are many reasons He invites us to pray like this, and especially so that it increases our faith in Him and our hopeful expectation of what He can and does accomplish.  There are people who, now Christians, I assumed would never come to faith, until God did more than I could imagine.  I have seen churches accomplish things I assumed were practically impossible, and God worked in amazing ways.  I have seen God come up with never ending and creative ways to provide for those who trust in Him, and it humbles me every time He does so.  


Today, as you expand your view of what it means to pray for God’s kingdom to come, ask for something impossible.  Write it down and keep returning to it in the future.  Maybe you’ll see God do something that you assumed was impossible.  That seems to be His M.O. (Matthew 19:26).  Pray also as Paul does to understand the wonder of God’s love and the fullness of life found in Him.  For when we grasp His love and the abundant life He desires for us, we start to see His kingdom grow among us.  

More prayers for Petition 2

Psalm 10-12, 104, 133, 78:1-7

______________________________________________
The Third Petition
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

What does this mean?  The good and gracious will of God is done indeed without our prayer; but we pray in this petition that it may be done among us also.

How is this done?  When God breaks and hinders every evil counsel and will which would not let us hallow the name of God nor let His kingdom come, such as the will of the devil, the world, and our flesh; but strengthens and keeps us steadfast in His Word and in faith unto our end. This is His gracious and good will. 
Monday - Genesis 12:1-3 and Matthew 28:18-20  


God’s will is clear.  He endlessly proclaims His purpose to us through Moses, the prophets, the apostles and evangelists, and through Jesus Himself (Hebrews 1:1-2).   The creation accounts showed He desired to enjoy an incredible relationship of joy and peace with us.  Our sin ruined what could have been so good.  Yet God began right away to reconcile humanity to Himself.  In calling Abraham He reiterated His desire to bless all nations.  Jesus described again and again His purpose was to come seek and save the lost.  He then gave His disciples what is called the Great Commission, an invitation to join Him in making disciples of all nations.


There is a reason Scripture is filled with encouragements, instructions, and exhortations to share God’s grace with all peoples.  There are also plenty of chastisements and rebukes in the prophets and apostles when God’s called people did not share His Good News or when they lived lives that defamed the name of God in the eyes of those who do not yet know Him.  The reason is simple: we often forget our purpose is to accomplish God’s will, not vice versa.  So God gently at first, but firm as He has to be, reminds us His will is to bring all peoples to faith, and He has chosen to work through us to accomplish this task.  


In your prayers today pray that God’s army would get up and dust off their swords, that they would be willing to make disciples of all nations, and be a great blessing to all peoples.  Pray that our church would be a beacon of light and bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to our community, and to the ends of the earth.  Pray the Lord would work in you, bless you to be a blessing to others, for the sake of His kingdom.  

Tuesday - Exodus 20:1-17  


What is God’s will for my life?  Ever ask yourself that question?  I have heard it asked countless times.  What the speaker often means is what does God want me doing and where does He want me doing it today, tomorrow, and 20-50 years from now.   Yet we are rarely given the answer for what and where and when and why we will be doing something in the future. Certainly, if we are to pray God’s will be done, we should know what it is and God has given us plenty of answers to understand His will.  


Scripture is filled with God telling us what His will for our life is each and every day.  The 10 Commandments in Exodus 20, which you just read, is only one of the many examples where God reveals His clear will for our lives in His holy word. There are many others.  Every command and teaching, every exhortation and insight, and every rebuke and chastisement are there to teach us God’s will for our lives in every context we find ourselves.  The lists are both negative (thou shalt not) and positive (love one another).  


As you pray God’s will to be done on earth as it is in heaven, let that will begin to be done in your own life.  Learn God’s will, His desires, for your life.  Celebrate when you see God’s will done by others, pray for those who live contrary to, or willfully against, His loving will for us.  As you read God’s word each day, ask that He reveal His will for you and those around you, and pray for the strength to stand up for and live in His will (so that His name is hallowed).

Wednesday - 1Peter 2:15-23 


I understand that sometimes it feels like God’s way doesn’t work.  “I tried that,” we say.  Perhaps you resolved to be more loving to a spouse who then used your kindness against you.  Perhaps you felt your patience was used against you to take advantage of you.  Maybe you tried to be sexually pure, but felt you would lose someone you cared about if you didn’t become sexually involved with them, so gave in to that desire.  Maybe you tried being generous with your time and money, and felt you weren’t appreciated and God didn’t provide for your every need.  


There is no better way than God’s will for our lives.  Paul says in Galatians 6:9, “And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up.”  Even if we are to suffer for doing God’s will, we are to delight in that and never depart from what He has revealed to us.  If something about God’s will is revealed in God’s word, keep trying to do it until it works or you die.  There is no better way.  I have walked the path of wondering if my efforts were doing any good.  I have banged my head against the wall in frustration, unable to see a light at the end of the tunnel.  I have felt completely overwhelmed that no good could come from a situation, and doubted God’s grace was big enough to cover it all.  


But with this prayer we can trust that God’s will, God’s way, will do what He purposes.  We must understand that God is going to have His will done.  It will happen with or without us.  By praying this petition, and by trusting He answers our prayer, we are inviting Him to accomplish His will through us.  Pray for faith in this.  It is easy to doubt when our prayers aren’t answered in our timing.  Pray that your heart and mind would be aligned to His will so that your prayers will indeed be powerful and effective.  Pray God would reveal His will to you in His word so you many know how to speak to Him to accomplish His will.  

Thursday - Jeremiah 12:1-4 


Few things are more frustrating than watching the wicked prosper.  I suppose it is said, “Nice guys finish last,” but even if true, it doesn’t make it feel any better.  I suppose one could say the success of those who are two-faced, who acknowledge God with their lips but have hearts far from Him, is even more frustrating.  It is not right to see God’s name profaned in such a way by the selfish and prideful.


So we pray God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  In God’s kingdom, the righteous prosper, not the wicked.  We pray that occurs here on earth.  Be careful when you pray verse three.  God does indeed know your heart.  If you are praying someone receives justice just so your own selfish and prideful advancement can occur, you will receive all you deserve in the proper time.  You may be able to fool yourself; you can’t fool God.  This prayer should be as much to examine our own hearts and humble them as to seek God’s will and justice in this life.


So do not fear to pray for God’s will: His justice, His righteousness, His ways to occur in this earth.  Yet be very humble as you do so.  For our prayer is that His will is to be done in our own heart, mind, and soul first.

Friday - Psalm 5: 


This prayer asks God to be in our midst.  It calls for God to lead us in righteousness so that evil will not reign within us.  This psalm asks that the evil one and the workers of evil have no place in the presence of God and His people, but that God’s will would reign in and around us.  


Note it is okay to pray that those who do evil receive their justice.  God has ordained authorities on earth to dispense His justice, and He has also promised to judge all peoples in the end.  Justice is a good and beautiful thing.  God’s people are to involve themselves in the just causes of this world that shine the light of Christ.  God’s people are to pray God’s justice is done here and now, as well as look forward to the time of God’s judgment.  Do not hesitate to pray for, and work toward, justice.  This does not mean we take justice in our hands and become vigilantes, but that we call on God to have justice reign in our lives and communities and work in its rightful way through good government, courts, law enforcement, and civilian involvement/activism.


As the psalm ends, see how the psalmist prays that all who take refuge in God would rejoice.  This is God’s will being done, when evil is stopped and His favor is poured over all those who call on Him.  Pray God would show you where justice needs to reign in this community, pray for it to happen, and pray God brings His favor on those being hurt by the injustice outside God’s reign.

Saturday - Daniel 3 (especially vs 13-18)


If God’s will is to be done on earth as it is in heaven, it would be wise for us to pray for the kind of gumption shown by Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. They stand in front of a megalomaniac, enraged king, pointing at a super heated house-sized furnace threatening to have them burned to dust, and they don’t blink.  They have complete confidence God will deliver them out of Nebuchadnezzar’s hand (thus hallowing God’s name), but even if it is God’s will that they die for their conviction, they will gladly do that rather than bow to a pitiful golden idol imagined and fashioned by the mind and hands of men.  


When we pray God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven, we are praying first and foremost that it is done in, around, and through our lives: our thoughts, words, and deeds.  We may not face the kind of situation Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego faced, but each day we are faced with multiple circumstances when we will either do God’s will, or bow to the pressures inside or around us not to do His will (and thus defame God’s name).  Our decisions may not be on a national scale like they are in Daniel 3, but Jesus did teach us that those who are faithful in a little will be given much.  I doubt God would ever place you in a situation like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego if you are not first faithful in less weighty situations.  Nor will God ever leave us alone or unprepared when we do face these situations, as Jesus promised in Luke 12:11-12.


Pray God’s will be done in your life.  Pray that you will stand firm in your faith and in your conviction in all matters, small or large.  Pray that you are not intimidated by any situation, but that you remain convinced God’s way will be the best way for you and all those involved.  And know always that “our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your hand, O king. But even if He does not, be it known to you, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set up.”

More prayers for Petition 3

Psalm 1, 5, 11, 19, 119, 

______________________________________________

The Fourth Petition

Give us this day our daily bread.

What does this mean?  God gives daily bread, even without our prayer, to all wicked men; but we pray in this petition that He would lead us to know it, and to receive our daily bread with thanksgiving.

What is meant by daily bread?  Everything that belongs to the support and wants of the body, such as meat, drink, clothing, shoes, house, homestead, field, cattle, money, goods, a pious spouse, pious children, pious servants, pious and faithful magistrates, good government, good weather, peace, health, discipline, honor, good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.

Monday - Proverbs 30:7-9  


Let us receive this great wisdom and learn what we are praying for when we pray for our daily bread.  The prayer for daily bread is not a prayer for poverty.  The author of this proverb realizes the weakness of human nature and fears he may do something foolish and profane God’s name if he doesn’t have his daily bread.  We are not asking that our cupboards need to be bare and that we only trust in God for each morsel that comes to us through miraculous means (though that is certainly a great way to build trust and faith in God).  This is a prayer for enough.  A prayer that when we work, our work is productive enough to receive the compensation to buy the things we need to provide for our personal needs, the needs of our families, and to bless others who do not have as much.  


Nor is it a prayer to get fat and rich and fall into the opposite failing of human nature: pride.  For when we can sit back and, come hell or high water, rely solely on our investments for the rest of our lives it can be difficult for us to humbly pray for God’s provision.  It can become difficult to trust in God and rely on Him for every good thing.  So the psalmist prays for a wise balance.  Enough.  Contentment.  Peace with what he has been given: not too much, not too little, but the way Goldilocks likes it.  


So as you pray this prayer, ask God to give you what you need and to be content with that.  Ask Him for the wisdom of what is necessary to save for life’s emergencies and to care for the needs of your family in your later years.  Pray for consistent and good work so that you need not worry about where your daily bread will come from.  Learn the secret of being content in all circumstances (Philippians 4:10-13), and thus hallow God’s name.

Tuesday - 1 Timothy 2:1-4 


As we begin to pray this prayer, and as we begin to learn and understand just how far reaching it is, let us consider the result of this prayer.  When we pray for our daily bread, we are praying for any and everything that makes it possible for us to attain our daily bread.  This means we are praying for good weather, good agricultural practices, good farmers, good growing seasons, good infrastructure, a good economy, a good market system, good trade in merchandise, a strong monetary unit (or fair bartering system), good government, and so much more.  


Paul tells (his) apprentice Timothy that prayers are to be made for all these people, and especially for government authorities, so that we can lead peaceful, dignified lives that make receiving our daily bread possible.  This is good and pleasing to God, who through this peace and dignity desires to bring all people to saving faith in Christ.  This prayer is not for us alone, but ultimately is designed to give the bread of life (salvation through Christ) to the whole world.  This prayer is not a small prayer for simple things, but a prayer for all people to come to the knowledge of the truth of salvation in Jesus Christ.


Pray today for peace to reign in our lives and our communities.  Pray for good government around us, so that our daily bread may not be interrupted.  Pray especially for those places you know do not have good government and who struggle with even receiving daily bread (North Korea, Sudan, & Somalia come quickly to my mind-where poverty is more a result of wretched rulers than lack of resources).  Let God teach you the depth and breadth of this incredible prayer.  
Wednesday - Psalm 128


Is there anything more frustrating than thinking you keep going one step forward and two steps back?  My wife and I recently experienced, in the course of 2 weeks, a major plumbing repair, a need to replace one appliance, fix another, and had issues with each of our cars.  For that brief time it felt as if our work, our savings, our efforts, were constantly being frustrated by everything going against us.  Don’t worry, we do have the perspective to realize how trifling these issues were-they were mere annoyances, not major problems.  I know of far worse circumstances, when after each painful step people feel knocked back to the ground for months, even years.  


Thus the psalmist prays that we would all eat of the fruit of our labor.  Our prayer for daily bread is also a prayer for our efforts to be fruitful and productive.  God does not desire for us to be constantly robbed of the reward of godly hard work (I suppose He may test us at times to develop our character), but to experience the joy of fulfilling our various vocations to serve and provide for our families and communities.  So the psalmist prays for fruitfulness in work, in family, in health, and in all of life.  


So pray for the prosperity of the community in which you live.  Pray for a growing family tree and the awesome blessing it is (I fear the joy of large families is deteriorating in our increasingly fast-paced materialistic culture).  Pray for your own work, and the work of this church, to be fruitful and multiply in effectiveness.  Pray for God’s kingdom to grow through the good work of His people.  And thank and praise God for abundant blessing, so that His name is hallowed among us.  

Thursday - Jeremiah 29:4-9


But seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find your welfare.


In some sense we are all exiles.  In the opening words of his first letter, Peter calls all Christians “elect exiles.”  Our citizenship is not ultimately American, our home is not ultimately Stockton, but in heaven (Philippians 3:20).  Yet God bids us to pray for our daily bread, and in doing so He is calling us to pray that our city, our temporary homes, and our communities, are blessed.  The devil desires for our world, nation, state, city, and neighborhoods to be ruined; that our economy is destroyed, our infrastructure ruined, our hopes dashed.  The devil delights in Stockton being name USA’s “Most Miserable City” two of the last three years by Forbes magazine.  


This is not what God wants.  He ultimately desires us to experience nothing but good, despite the curse placed on this world by sin committed by humanity.  So he calls for us to pray for our daily bread, a prayer that seeks the welfare and the health of our city and community.  


It is so easy to think of this prayer as a focus on what we need as individuals or as individual families.  Nothing could be further from the truth.  This part of the Lord’s Prayer causes us to expand our normal reach and pray for the greater needs of our community and world.  Spend some time today praying for the welfare of our community; Forbes knows we need it.  

Friday - Psalm 103


This psalm covers a lot of ground.  The prayer “give us this day our daily bread” does the same.  You can see the contents of the psalm.  It begins and ends in praising God for what He as done for us.  It recognizes our sin, how we don’t deserve our daily bread given to us, and praises God for His gracious generosity to us.  


This gives a good example of both the boldness with which we are to pray, and the humility.  We do not deserve any of what we pray for.  Our prayers are never to be guided by demands, negotiations, or bartering with God to get what we want.  He doesn’t have to give us anything, but through His grace He chooses to give bountifully to us.  This is such an important distinction in our prayers.  Our culture is being destroyed by our sense of entitlement.  There is no place for that before God.


Yet God in His grace does not deal with us according to our sins.  His steadfast love and grace covers all our brokenness.  Because He is a compassionate and loving Father he listens to us and (will) actually will do as we desire when we pray according to His will.  So pray this prayer with humility and boldness.  Let all your prayers be fashioned in such a matter-confident not because we are worthy, but because God is so good to us.

Saturday - Luke 12:22-34   


As we end this section on praying for our daily bread, let us consider a couple things.  One, praying this petition is God’s gift of peace to us.  We are to place our protection, survival, and needs in God’s hand.  After praying this prayer we can leave our anxiety behind and simply go and do the work and activity God has called us to do.  We can leave the stress of making the world turn (and yes, that includes our own little sphere of influence) in the hands that make the world turn: God’s.  


Secondly, this prayer is meant to give us perspective.  When we pray each day for our needs, the needs of our church, of our community, nation, and world, we begin to realize God is not just doing things for our sake, but for His entire creation.  This petition can cause the materialism that is so rampant in our culture to fall away from our hearts, minds, and souls.  We can grow to be content with our daily bread, a contentment that does not need smart phones, great vacations, every latest gadget, recreation equipment, and more to fill our lives.  We may even become more generous in order to help others enjoy their daily bread (thus hallowing God’s name through our generosity).  


So pray this day for the peace of leaving our cares, concerns, and anxiety in God’s hands (1 Peter 5:7).  Pray to be content with your daily bread.  Pray that God would tear down the selfishness inside you so you can be more generous with the extra blessings God gives you beyond your daily bread.  And pray God would move in you to treasure what is truly valuable in this life, and leave it to Him to add whatever He desires to that great treasure (Luke 12:31, 34).

More prayers for Petition 4

Psalm 127, 133;  John 6

______________________________________________
The Fifth Petition

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

What does this mean?  We pray in this petition that our Father in heaven would not look upon our sins, nor deny such petitions on account of them; for we are worthy of none of the things for which we pray, neither have we deserved them; but that He would grant them all to us by grace; for we daily sin much, and indeed deserve nothing but punishment. So will we verily, on our part, also heartily forgive and also readily do good to those who sin against us.

Monday - Psalm 143 

No one living is righteous before you.


We pray for forgiveness because we must.  We can’t stand on our own righteousness.  This is the most humbling of all the prayers.  We have to acknowledge our complete and total dependence on another.  We must acknowledge our failings, our faults, and our foolishness.  We can compare ourselves to no one else in this petition.  The standard is God’s holiness, and we all fall short (Romans 3:23).  


This also acknowledges we need to be restored because of what others have done to us.  At times we are not doing the hurting, but being hurt.  We must give up revenge and let God bring healing to us and to our relationships.  It is why Jesus teaches us to pray we would be forgiven as we have forgiven others.  In this prayer we are to let God be God.  We are to recognize we all fall short.  When we do the hurting, we are to confess.  When we are hurt, we are to forgive.  These are the only two options given to God’s creatures who would live according to His will.  God will judge, and judge rightly.  We pray to forgive and be forgiven.


Use this psalm to help humble you in regard to your sin.  Let this psalm teach you to forgive others, who sometimes are hurt, and sometimes do the hurting.  Allow God to bring His grace into your life.   Trust in God to brink quick forgiveness to you, and pray God gives you the humility and grace to offer the same to others.  

Tuesday - Psalm 130


We take our sin too lightly.  Even those of us weighed down and crushed by our sin, who don’t feel forgiven and don’t think God can forgive us, really don’t understand the magnitude of our offense against the Holy and Righteous One. The psalmist knows He does not deserve forgiveness.  If God took score, and even worse made us pay, “who could stand?”  Absolutely no one.


We may not take our sin seriously, but God does. He does not wait for us to figure it out, He knows our sinful, prideful, and selfish natures will rarely bring anyone to this realization.  He sent Jesus, “while we were still sinners (Romans 5:8).”  Note how quick the psalmist goes from the realization that we all stand condemned to the recognition that “with God there is forgiveness.”  There is steadfast love in God.  There is “plentiful redemption” and the promise to redeem us from all our iniquity/sin.  This happens through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  Plentiful redemption is ours because He paid the penalty for our punishment.  


I know it isn’t fun, but try for a few moments to “mark your iniquities.”  What are the nagging things you can’t overcome?  What do you let slip through your mind or out of your mouth or a behavior/habit you can’t seem to prevent?  Confess these things.  Then thank God that there is “plentiful redemption” for all of our failings.  Ask God to move your soul to long for Him more than the watchmen for the morning (i.e. one who stands vigil waiting, hoping, longing for light and security to come).  Pray God moves you to trust fully in His Son, Jesus Christ, your Savior and to be secure in His grace and mercy toward you. 

Wednesday - Matthew 6:9-15    


For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

These are the next words Jesus speaks after teaching his disciples the Lord’s Prayer.  Of all the topics He covered in that prayer, I find it amazing He chooses this one to immediately revisit and drive home its importance.  Perhaps Jesus knows us better than we know ourselves.  He probably recognized the other parts of the prayer are things even people who are not followers of God would desire.  Who doesn’t want blessing from God, peace on earth, full cupboards, release from vise, and protection from the evil of this world? 


But this one is harder.  We have to swallow pride.  Give up on revenge; allow ourselves to feel hurt and slighted.  We may have to forgive when the person doesn’t care to be forgiven.  We must seek reconciliation without the vindication of having another admit full fault.  We may have to take responsibility for things we have avoided taking on our entire lives.  


This is vital.  If we don’t forgive, we are warned God will not forgive us.  This is a prayer prayed by those who are already disciples of Christ who have tasted His grace and desire to give it to others.  I understand there may be great difficulty in forgiving others-it may take months or even years to do so.  We may have to do so more than once (which is okay, for that is a part of the healing/forgiving process).  But there is a difference with understanding God’s grace and desiring to forgive and struggling to do so, and being unwilling to forgive.  The latter person finds him/herself on very dangerous ground. 


Stephen (Acts 7) could seek the forgiveness of his murderers because he knew the awesome magnitude of love and forgiveness God had given him in Christ Jesus.  Pray you would know this too and give it to all around you. 
Thursday - Matthew 18:21-35  


I am sure you have heard people say they could never forgive someone because of what had been done to them.  Perhaps you have said it yourself.  This parable, spoken by Jesus, is meant to give us some perspective on this subject.  


Just a casual reading or hearing of this parable is shocking.  Especially when you understand the sums in modern terms.   10,000 talents is the equivalent of 200,000 years of wages for a common laborer. It was a sum that could never be paid off by this man or his family.  And the king forgave him.  Astounding!  Then this forgiven (and overjoyed?) servant goes and, finding a fellow servant who owed him about three months wages (100 denarii), demands repayment!  He won’t forgive the debt.  Don’t misunderstand the parable, 100 denarii was a lot of money for the average person in their day.  It’d be $15-25,000 by our standards.  But the contrast of what the man had been forgiven and his unwillingness to forgive is shocking.  He’d been forgiven the equivalent of $150,000,000,000, and yet was unwilling.  Perhaps we have grown numb to a number like that due to seeing how government budgets are put together, but that sum is still completely out of reach to all but a few individuals in the entire world.


This parable is meant to soften your heart.  You can’t forgive someone?  Really?  Your sin caused the death of God’s son, and God has forgiven you of your entire debt.  You now can’t forgive a sibling for robbing your inheritance, a spouse for cheating on you, a coworker for ruining your career, a drunk for taking your loved one’s life away (and these are “big” things-I have heard so many speak of not willing to forgive for so much smaller).  I’ve even heard people not able to forgive God for allowing disease or accident to take a loved one’s life, even thought that person is now at peace in the presence of God and awaiting the Resurrection-our lack of perspective can be so self-destructive at times.  


Pray for perspective today.  Pray to understand the gravity and magnitude of your sin before God.  You owe Him a sum you can’t repay.  Pray to be overjoyed at how much He has forgiven you (and the love for you it takes for Him to do so).  Pray for the perspective of seeing the sins done against you in that light.  And pray your pride breaks down so that you can truly forgive those who have hurt you.  

Friday - Luke 23:32-38 & Acts 7:54-60   

They do not know what they do.


These two passages are beautiful and terrible.  Beautiful because the grace demonstrated by the words of Jesus and Stephen are awe-inspiring.  Christ calls to God that those who have intentionally and deliberately crucified him and are now surrounding him and mocking him would be forgiven for “they do not know what they do.”  Stephen, being stoned by angry, bitter, and jealous men calls out to God, “do not hold this sin against them.”  


They are terrible because this attitude is often far from our own hearts, minds, and souls.  We often feel slighted over the smallest things (think of your reactions to other drivers).  We often feel grievously wounded and angry when others harm us, intentionally or unintentionally.  Anger, bitterness, contempt, hatred, envy, exasperation, these are emotions we are not unfamiliar with.  


I know many of us have dealt with murder and/or suicide in our families.  This is an area where we struggle greatly to forgive the person for taking their own life, for taking our loved one’s life, or for “ruining” the family by committing the crime.  God is teaching us something about forgiveness here.  People can’t earn nor do they deserve our forgiveness, just like we can’t earn nor do we deserve forgiveness from God.  He gives it to us out of His grace and mercy.  If we are to forgive others as we have been forgiven, we must be willing to admit our own poverty before God and others and the grace required for them to forgive us.  We must then be willing to offer the same gift of grace to them.  


Note the people Jesus prayed for did indeed know exactly what they were doing, they had been plotting His death for months.  Yet Jesus’ prayer came from His gracious compassion-He knew His executors and mockers didn’t “get” who He was and why He had come.  Their lack of faith and misunderstanding God’s will for their life was the great tragedy to Jesus, not their violence toward Him.  


Are your prayers filled with words similar to Christ and Stephen?  Have you forgiven others, knowing they did so because they are fallen, sinful people just like you are?  Does your heart resist that grace?  Be careful.  May you pray for the sense of God’s incredible grace toward you so you can graciously forgive others.

Saturday - Psalm 51


David had blown it big time.  His sin completely defamed the name of God, hardly hallowing the one who had anointed him to rule over Israel.  David’s sin?  The pride of being a king, of thinking everything in the kingdom belonged to him rather than to God, caused him to commit adultery with the wife of one of his most decorated and loyal warriors, who he murdered to cover up his own sin.  David thought he had covered it up, but nothing is concealed from the Lord.


God sent a prophet to show David the gravity of his own sin.  David was furious with himself for how he could sink so low.  He realized God could rightly judge and reject him for abusing the responsibility God had placed in his life.  But David, described in Scripture as having a heart like God’s, was filled with genuine and true repentance.  He composed this prayer, this psalm, which is perhaps the greatest prayer of repentance we have in all of Scripture.  David blames no one else.  He recognizes that though he has greatly harmed others in his sin, the ultimate crime of all sin is against our holy God.  He pleads for God to wash him, cleanse him, and create in him a clean heart and a new spirit.  


David knows the gravity of his sin.  He knows nothing can make up for what he has done (16).  He knows that he must trust completely in God’s grace and mercy.  David knows it will only be God’s love and forgiveness that can restore him as a king and a man.  He recognizes God would be justified in judging him, and pleads for mercy.  


David’s faith is so remarkable, he knows God will be gracious.  Understand that this is not a pompous or manipulative thing David is doing in this confession.  He isn’t going through the motions just so God won’t smite him.  He is demonstrating true repentance in this psalm.  True repentance has two main parts:  1) acknowledging and confessing the true and full gravity of the sin in our lives we are aware of, and 2) trusting that God’s promises of forgiveness, mercy, and grace are given to those who call on God’s name.  He prays that as God restores him, he will be given opportunity to teach other sinners of God’s amazing grace.  


Pray for true repentance in your life over the sin that defames the name of God.  Pray for the faith that trusts in God’s forgiveness for you through His son Jesus.  And pray God’s grace to you would give you opportunity to forgive others and they too would return to God.  

More prayers for Petition 5

Psalm 32, 126, 143;  Daniel 9

______________________________________________

The Sixth Petition

And lead us not into temptation.

What does this mean?  God, indeed, tempts no one; but we pray in this petition that God would guard and keep us, so that the devil, the world, and our flesh may not deceive us, nor seduce us into misbelief, despair, and other great shame and vice; and though we be assailed by them, that still we may finally overcome and gain the victory.

Monday - Matthew 4:1-11   


Don’t be a fool.  If you think you can avoid temptation by your own power or strength, think again.  Psalm 14 makes it clear, no one on their own power can do right all the time.  You think you are some kind of rock?  Be very careful.  The devil will easily prove you are made of sandstone, not diamond.  


Look at how Jesus handled temptation.  What did He depend on?  Author of creation, sustainer of the universe, the one with no beginning or end, didn’t rely on clever logic, personal wit, street-smarts, or man-made philosophy to combat the devil’s temptations.  He relied on God’s word.  That was His weapon.  That was His strength.  The devil couldn’t fool Jesus because Jesus loved God’s word.  Do you think Jesus needed to do it this way?  I’m not sure, but whether it was necessary for Him or not to rely on God’s word to defeat temptation, I know it is necessary for us.  Perhaps that’s why He did it this way; to show us the power we have at our fingertips (or shall I say tip of our tongue) to defeat the temptations of the devil and this world.  


Confess to God your inability to overcome temptation on your own.  Call on Him, and ask Him to give you the words to defeat temptation when it arises.  This may mean you need to begin committing Scripture to memory.  Would it really be that hard to memorize a verse or two a month?  A week?  Pray that God will give you a love for His word (Psalms 1 & 119) so that you will always have His word on your heart and mind to do battle against the great tempter (Ephesians 6:17).  Pray that though the devil may roar, when you resist Him with God’s mighty hand and word he will flee like a little doggy with his tail between his legs.  



God’s word is powerful.  Never forget.  Have it ready.  There’s a lot of temptation out there.

Tuesday - 1 Corinthians 10:12-13  


The devil isn’t very creative.  He plays the same cards all the time.  The great tragedy amongst mankind, however, is that we keep falling for the same tricks.  Fool me once, shame on you.  Fool me twice, shame on me.  Our faces are covered with shame (Daniel 9:8) because we keep believing the devil’s same damned lies.  One of the greatest?  That what we are feeling inside, that what we are struggling with inside, that what we are being tempted with each and every day is so unique, we would be ostracized by all we know and expelled from God’s community if they only knew what was going on inside of us.


Worse, there is horrific hypocrisy and downright dishonesty in the midst of the Christian church.  We see people struggling and act outraged at someone’s sin, not willing to admit our own secrets are just as bad, if not worse (though perhaps different).  When someone is honest enough to admit a temptation or struggle, instead of embracing them, loving them, and supporting them so that they can overcome the devil’s temptation, we avoid them and hope they just go away and stop talking about it. For after all, aren’t we supposed to keep these things to ourselves?  No, we are not.  


God is faithful.  He won’t allow us to be tempted beyond what we can bear.  He provides a way of escape.  I believe the way out often involves being supported and carried by others (Galatians 6:2).  When we confess our sins, and our temptations to each other, God’s word tells us we will be healed (James 5:16).  The more we hide our temptations from ourselves and others, the more in bondage to the devil’s lies we remain.


Pray for honesty and authenticity today.  Pray that God would give you people in your life you can trust to share your burdens.  Pray for the courage to boldly share your needs, and for the strength to help others carry their burdens.  Pray for an honest church.  A church that can, like Jesus, be fully aware of each other’s struggles and yet still love unconditionally, support wholeheartedly, and encourage each other to be transformed by the power of God’s Spirit that dwells within us.  
Wednesday - Hebrews 2:17-18


Jesus knows more about temptation than we do because He never gave in to it.  Ever.  We often think we’ve got temptation harder than Jesus did.  That somehow he doesn’t understand what we have to go through.  Bull.  We know little about the true power of temptation because we are always giving in to it!  One only knows the true power of something when one resists its full power.  It is one thing to push a car backward idling in neutral, it is quite another to push a car backward red-lining in gear.  Jesus felt the full force of temptation because He always resisted; He never gave in. 


Because Jesus knows and understands our great struggle in the human flesh against temptation, Scripture gives us the promise that Christ helps those who are being tempted.  You have a Lord and Savior who doesn’t despise or reject you when you face temptation, but actually understands how you feel and desires to encourage and strengthen you to resist.  When we fail, He is quick to forgive our failures and restore us for the next battle.  The grace He gives us in doing so is a pure gift.  


Pray for Christ to walk with you today, and every day, so He may help you resist the temptation that attacks each day, especially in our moments of weakness (consider the weight of temptation when Christ prayed in Gethsemane, just hours before His crucifixion).  Christ has been there.  He knows.  He chooses to come to us and help us.  Let Him do so.  Ask Him to do so.  Don’t resist His help because you don’t realize how much he understands or fear He will withdraw from you if He knew what you struggle with.  Allow His great love to strengthen you to fight each day.  Thank Him for being there with you.  

Thursday - Galatians 5:16-24


Temptation is obvious enough.  Paul tells the Galatians what the works of our sinful flesh are.  As you read the list, you can probably identify a few on the list you struggle with.  And there are other lists in other parts of Scripture, so if you didn’t find one here, don’t worry, God has you pegged with others.  The trouble with temptation is it comes so natural to us.  The devil does not need to manufacture sin in us, it is constantly below the surface warring with the Spirit of God in us to cause us to do evil.  


The fruit of the Spirit is of a different nature.  All who have been baptized in Christ and who call on Him as Lord and Savior have the Spirit of God dwelling within them.  And with that Spirit God desires to begin producing a different kind of fruit in us.  The devil wages against this, constantly tempting us, but the Spirit is always there to move us in the way we are to go.  


I know the battle over temptation is real.  I know it is hard.  I fail miserably all the time.  I thank God that the Spirit He has placed in me has crucified the passions and desires of my sinful nature.  The battle won’t fully be won until I depart this cursed-by-sin body, but the victory over sin, death, and hell is clear.  Pray the Spirit within you fights your sinful flesh each day.  Pray that Spirit begins to bear a better, healthier fruit within you.  Pray for these fruits to begin growing more and more within you.  And call on God when you are tempted, only He has the strength to resist all evil.  
Friday - Psalm 1


The psalms have many prayers about the enemies of this world coming upon us. King David, author of many of the psalms, was no stranger to temptation or to enemies seeking to tear Him down and end His reign.  He understood who it was that had put Him on the throne, and who he must turn to each time His life and work was threatened.


David knows life comes through God.  David knows that success in this life is fleeting if it is not built on the foundation God has laid for us.  How does one not fall into sin?  How does one not be pulled from the Lord and delve into the things of this world?  By delighting in the word of the Lord far more than in the instant gratification of this world.  


Let’s face it, there is plenty of opportunity to walk away from God.  Almost every song, TV show, movie, magazine article, book, etc has elements that, if not overtly leading us from God’s will, are doing so quietly and perniciously.  You may have heard it said “You are what you eat.”  Spiritually, what we consume does move and change us.  


If we are to avoid temptation, if we are to live the lives God desires and be firmly planted in Him, we need to dispense of the influences pulling us from God’s will.  Pray God reveals to you what is pulling you from His ways-and then cut them out of your life.  Women, are you reading fictional books that make you think your husband is an unromantic dirt clod?  Burn them.  Men, are you looking at things in print, TV, or internet that make you think your wife is not the standard of beauty in your life?  Never look again.  Youth, are you watching TV or listening to music that teaches you how to be anything but pure in your sexuality and respectful of authority?  Cut that out of your life.  What you consume will consume you.  Pray God gives you the courage and fortitude to cut the crap out of your life that is leading you away from His holiness, and pray He fills you with His good and perfect will through a love for Him and His word.
Saturday - Psalm 119 - Read devotion first


Today is a long one.  I’ll let you simply pray through the psalm.  Note the love for God’s word.  Note the passion to do what is right and make God’s name holy.  As you pray through this psalm, continue to ask God to give you the same heart of the psalmist.  When we treasure God and His word over all things, there is much temptation that no longer looks very tempting.    

More prayers for Petition 6

Psalm 63, 121, 46; 1 John 4:4;  2 Timothy 3:16-17

______________________________________________

The Seventh Petition

But deliver us from evil.

What does this mean?  We pray in this petition, as in a summary, that our Father in heaven would deliver us from all manner of evil, of body and soul, property and honor, and at last, when our last hour shall come, grant us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this vale of tears to Himself into heaven

Monday - Revelation 12:1-17  


It seems the world, apart from God’s word, has gone two ways in our understanding of the evil one.   In tribal/animistic cultures or in more “modern” groups like Wicca, there is a dangerous and even unhealthy interest in the demonic and practicing magic, witchcraft, and voodoo.  Others with modern or postmodern mindsets have rejected the idea of an evil dark force (especially one with a name-Satan/Lucifer), and consider it foolish to be concerned with such things.  In both instances, the devil, who does exist, has you enslaved to his purposes.


God’s word is crystal clear.  There is a devil.  He is not equal to God, nor to Christ.  He is a creation of God.  Scripture describes him as an angel who rebelled against God and was cast out of God’s presence along with the angels that chose to follow him.  The unfortunate part for us is he now resides where we do, daily wreaking havoc on earth by inciting people all over the world to sin against God and each other.  
The imagery in Revelation 12, though highly symbolic, is nevertheless accurate.  What does it teach us?  That Christ has conquered the evil one.  Victory has been declared.  Yet until Christ returns to earth in glory, the devil and his army (for reasons I have to leave in God’s hands) will wage war against God’s people.  


When Jesus gave us this prayer, the sense of the words is actually more “deliver us from the evil one.”  It is personal, not abstract like we have grown accustomed to saying.  Evil is not floating around disconnected by any and everything.  There is an evil one with whom we must battle each and every day.  Which is why Jesus taught us to pray in this manner.  When we understand our battle is real and personal, we will pray more effectively against he who fights against us.  But understand this: we have the upper hand.  Christ is our champion.  He is and will be victorious.  May your prayers against evil be filled with the trust and confidence that knows Christ is for us-and nothing can overpower us when we are in His hands.  So pray for this confidence to go about fighting the war that is being waged against you every day until the great day of the Lord.  

Tuesday - Ephesians 6:10-20;  2 Kings 6:15-17  


You are going to have to trust God about this.  I realize that what you see is so much easier to believe than what you can’t see.  I realize you have so many struggles and challenges that you can see, grasp, look upon, that you hardly want to consider the massive challenge stacked against you that you can not readily see.  Yet Paul is clear, our real battle in life is not against flesh and blood, but against the dark and evil spiritual forces that fill our land.  


The devil is called the prince of this world.  He has great influence over what occurs on this earth (you can see it in the news everyday).  The devil is the great liar, the great accuser, the great thief; the one who comes to steal, kill, and destroy.  Yet with this one little line of prayer we can thwart and crush much of what the devil desires to do around us and against us.  God has given us the armor to fight the attacks of the spiritual forces stacked against us.  As you read Ephesians 6, pray God would arm you with all that is described there.  Perhaps you may even want to visualize each morning, or during difficult times, putting on this armor and stepping forth ready to fight.


And pray that God would open your eyes to what He is doing, just as Elisha’s servants eyes were opened to God’s help for the city.  We do not fight the devils and other fallen angels alone.  We do not battle without help.  Our Lord goes before us.  He engages in the battle.  He fights with us and for us.  He is more powerful than all the hordes of devils that fill the land.  We need not fear, only pray.  
Wednesday - Daniel 10


This passage of Scripture is mind-boggling.  It is one of the few glimpses we get of the real but unseen spiritual battle that is going on around us at all times.  It is a glimpse into how our prayers are listened to by God and what is at work to prevent  our prayers from happening.  Every time I read it I am convicted about how lightly I take the battle that God shows me I am working in each day (Ephesians 6:11)-and I become resolved to take my prayers and calling out to God more seriously.   


Consider that Daniel, called in Scripture one of the great men of faith, begins praying and for three weeks the answers to his prayers are blocked by the prince of Persia (a reference to a demon).  The arch-angel Michael literally has to come to allow the angel messenger intended to speak to Daniel to get through.  And this angel reveals he is going to have an even bigger fight with even more demons when he leaves Daniel.     I mean, Wow!  


Understand the gravity of Christ’s command to pray “Deliver us from the evil one.”  This is not just a saying, it is a deep reality we can’t afford to dismiss lightly.  As you pray for things that need to be accomplished, you should also pray God’s holy angels would have the strength and might to defeat the dark forces of this world.  You should constantly pray in Jesus’ name, for we do not have the might and power to accomplish this work, but only through the name of Christ will anything be possible (as the great hymn says).  


Sing, and pray, the words of A Mighty Fortress today and use this prayer to destroy the power of evil around us:

Though hordes of devils fill the land

All threat’ning to devour us,

We tremble not, unmoved we stand;

They cannot overpow’r us.

Let this world’s tryant rage;

In battle we’ll engage,

HIs might is doomed to fail;

God’s judgment must prevail!

One little word subdues him.


That little word is Jesus.  Use it in your prayers.  Defeat the work of evil in this world.  Don’t take this calling as a Christian lightly.

Thursday - Psalm 137

I debated including this one.  It is dark.  It is hard to read.  The last verse is shocking and cruel-it does not seem to belong in Scripture.  How could someone pray for the demise of other’s babies in such a horrible and violent manner?  2,500 years later, we look at this psalm and many walk away appalled.  


It would be easy to judge this psalm and dismiss it as crude and primitive-unless you have been in the “place” of the psalmist.  The psalmist probably saw his family and nation’s own children experience such a fate.  It was not unusual for ancient armies in this region to kill children and pregnant women in horrific displays of cruelty during their marauding and conquering campaigns.  The psalmist’s nation is devastated.  It is exiled.  There is no more Israel.  Hear the prayer of a completely broken heart in this psalm.  The weeping, laying aside musical instruments (for there is no sense joy can be restored), the feeling of having insult added to injury (or put in another way, to get beaten down with every step forward).  


Before you dismiss this psalm, consider the pain endured by the one praying it.  The enemy you want vanquished may be different, but we do have such horrible enemies today.  Have you ever prayed that cancer wouldn’t take the life of the one you love?  Have you ever prayed against the strife that is destroying your marriage?  Have you ever desired the person at your work would stop trying to ruin everyone’s lives around them?  Have you prayed against the dark influences pulling at our youth and children today?  The call to have enemies ruined is not a light one.  We must be careful in doing so that it is not for selfish or prideful reasons.  But it is okay to pray “deliver us from evil” when the enemy is real and terrible.  God understands our deep anguish.  There is no hiding the true feelings of our heart from Him.  This psalm gives us permission to be brutally honest with God about what is happening and how we are feeling, but doing so in a manner that leaves the end of the matter in His hands.  


Take some time to pray against that which is truly troubling your heart.  Be honest.  Why sugarcoat your words when God reads your thoughts?  Let Him comfort you in your deepest struggles and be present in your fight against the ruin in this world.

Friday - Psalm 46


This is a “Lutheran classic.”  It is said Martin Luther was inspired by this psalm to compose the great hymn, A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.  Here the psalmist urges us to recognize the great and mighty power of God in the midst of evils, natural and human.  Though the earth heaves or earthly kingdoms rage in battle, God is greater.  He is “a very present help in trouble.”  We cannot forget this.  Much in this life makes noise, roars its terrible voice, gnashes its terrible teeth, but God says, “No.  Be still, and know that I am God.”  These attacks attempt to weaken our hope, our faith, and our trust in God and each other.  Yet God is greater.


As you pray through this psalm, pray that God will once again “make wars to cease” and that weapons of evil will be broken and shattered (whether these are weapons of wood and steal, or the words or deeds of others).  Pray that those who fight against God’s kingdom coming would be broken down.  Pray that those who work to build God’s kingdom will become strong (like a fortress).

And don’t forget to pray for all the earth to be still, and recognize and call on God.  There would be no evil in this world if all people took time to “know that He is God.”  

Saturday - Psalm 127  


Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stays awake in vain.


Have you ever left your keys in the lock of the outside of your front door overnight?  If you live in rural North Dakota, perhaps it’s no big deal.  In Stockton, it is potentially quite dangerous.  Or maybe you have kids that open windows you rarely check, who leave doors wide open, who let smaller siblings out of the house when you are distracted.  Maybe you are forced to walk through areas you aren’t comfortable with, or live in an area that makes you want to grow eyes in the back of your head.  


Today’s prayer/psalm addresses these concerns.  Ultimately, we cannot protect ourselves from all evil.  Ultimately, no matter how careful we are, anything can happen to bring evil and/or disaster upon us.  Thus the psalmist calls us to a realization: we must trust in the Lord.  While we can pray against certain forces and issues we are aware of, we must ultimately call on God to protect us from the evil around us. 


This is why Jesus taught us to pray these words.  There is no human alive aware of and able to prevent all the evil that resides around us.  We must seriously, constantly, and fervently call on God to protect us and deliver us from evil and the evil one.  So take time today to pray that God would watch and protect you each day.  Teach your children to trust in God when they are afraid, knowing God does not leave or forsake us (Psalm 56:3). Pray over your home, your family, your church, and your community.  Unless the Lord does His work, everything else is in vain.
More prayers for Petition 7

Psalms 2, 3, 5, 129, 16, 22, 41;  Matthew 5:43-48


