
Acts Devotions - Week One
Monday January 7, 2013 - Acts 1

The book of Acts, often called “The Acts of the Apostles,” is a history written by Luke (who also wrote the Gospel of Luke) to describe for Christians the development of the church in its first 25 years.  Many believe the book should be called “The Acts of (Jesus and) the Holy Spirit,” for it is clear that the Spirit is the prime actor and mover in Acts, not the apostles and other early disciples.  Thus we see over and over the Spirit moving the early Christians to bear witness about Christ and what He has done for this world.  What makes the early Christian movement so powerful is not that they are unique or different than Christ followers today, but they responded to the moving and leading of the Holy Spirit and recognized God’s mighty hand in their work and witness.  


Today the Spirit of God is still moving in real and powerful ways.  Because Christians continue to bear witness “in Jerusalem, in Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” billions today call Christ Lord and Savior.  Those who allow the Spirit of God to lead them to bear witness to the Gospel message still see God perform the miracle of salvation along with other incredible acts that bring glory to God.


As you begin your reading of the book of Acts pray that God would open your own heart, mind, and soul to the leading of His Holy Spirit.  Do not read these events as mythological happenings that have seen their day come and go, but as one who expects that God will still act and accomplish His gracious will in the lives of those who hear and respond to the message of those who witness to Christ’s salvation.  Pray your life, words, and actions would be a witness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Tuesday January 8, 2013 - Acts 2

The birth of the church is often traced to the event recorded in this chapter.  Today you read of the Holy Spirit descending upon the disciples of Christ for the first time on the feast of Pentecost and, through their witness of the Gospel, the Spirit adds 3,000 more to the number of those saved in one day.  You may marvel at such an amazing event, but did you know the Spirit of God continues to do the same on a daily basis today?   It is estimated that 3,000 or so people a day come to faith in Christ in this world (the majority of which are in Asia, Africa, and South America).  3,000!  A Pentecost a day!  Truly the Spirit of God is not done working through those who faithfully follow Jesus and bear witness to the grace and salvation found in Him.


So in your reading today do not pine for a time that has come and gone, but rejoice that God is still powerfully at work today!  As you walk forward by faith, fully expect that God’s Holy Spirit will bring powerful results to your witness of the Gospel.  Pray that God’s Spirit would go before you, opening and softening the hearts and minds of those you interact with and have the opportunity to bear witness about the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Thank and praise God that He is still actively and powerfully bringing salvation “to the ends of the earth” and allow yourself to be led by Him to be one of those witnesses.

Wednesday January 9, 2013 - Acts 3

I often hear Christians, and sadly even myself, speak of all the things we “can’t” do.  We can’t save everyone.  We can’t all go to the ends of the earth.  We can’t fix all the problems in our community.  And so on.  Let’s just admit how lame and filled with faithlessness those phrases are, repent of them, and move forward in faith.  For while there are countless things we in theory “can’t” do, there are countless things we “can” do.  In your reading in Acts today Peter recognizes what he doesn’t have and can’t do, but that certainly doesn’t keep him from doing what he can: offering healing through the name of Jesus Christ.


Notice today how Peter does not take credit for this amazing event.  He over and over gives praise and glory to God for this miraculous healing.  Peter knows his limits, but also knows he serves a God who has no limits and desires to point all people to know and serve that God.  Perhaps you can’t heal a disease, but you can offer comfort and encouragement in Jesus’ name.  Perhaps you can’t help all the youth without good role models in our community, but you can mentor one or two.  Perhaps you can’t go to the ends of the earth, but you can walk across the street, drive downtown, or wheel yourself across the hall and bear witness about Jesus’ grace and salvation.  When we walk by faith we are fully aware that we serve a God who can do anything in and through us, and instead of closing the doors God opens we learn to knock on doors and walk through the ones the Spirit opens.  Pray today that God builds this desire and gives you the courage to walk by faith and do the things you can do that bring His kingdom and accomplish His will on earth as it is done in heaven.  

Thursday January 10, 2013 - Acts 4

Walking by faith will not always be easy.  You probably have already experienced pressure to silence your own witness of faith at times; whether that pressure was simply internal or came from the outside only you can really know.  The early apostles were so bold in their witness, and creating such a stir, that they were quickly called to keep their mouths shut in regard to Christ and the salvation offered only through Him (verse 12).  


You can see the humanity of the early Christians in their prayers for boldness and courage to continue being witnesses to what Jesus had done.  They were just as human as you and me.  They felt the fear of harassment or social estrangement.  They didn’t necessarily like confrontation or conflict.  But they knew that those who want to shut the mouths of Christ’s witnesses are working against the very will of God, who clearly wants all to hear the Gospel and respond in faith.  So the disciples pray for boldness to continue bearing witness.  May you also pray for boldness and feel the same sense of God’s presence with you each day as you walk by faith in His Son Jesus Christ.  May the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.

Friday January 11, 2013 - Acts 5

You’ll see a couple very interesting events in today’s reading.  The first reveals the length to which God protected the early church from hypocrisy and deception among it’s own members.  The sin of Ananias and Sapphira has become all too common today; people pretending to be faithful when they are not.  While those who do so today usually are not judged until their deaths, thus infecting the church with hypocrisy and superficial actions, this husband’s and wife’s judgment in real time created quite a wave of shock and reverence for God’s holiness at the time.  Walking by faith does indeed mean walking by faith, not pretending to be faithful so others think we are good people.  


The next section shows the joy that can be found in Christ even when things do not go well for us.  The disciples are arrested and beaten for their witness.  Rather than silencing them it fills them with joy that they could be “worthy” to suffer for and like their Lord and Savior.  I understand this is a foreign and even insane concept to many American Christians, but the blood of the saints has often become the seeds for the church’s growth.  You may not be asked to suffer like this, but begin praying today for the depth of faith and hope to walk with joy in Jesus Christ no matter what your circumstances.  There is nothing Christ can’t do to sustain you in this life and bring you into His kingdom for all eternity.  For Paul, another disciple who suffered much clearly stated that nothing can separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord!

Saturday January 12, 2013 - Acts 6

As we walk by faith we recognize we do not all have the same roles and responsibilities in Christ’s kingdom.  Some are more gifted to teach, some to pray, some to evangelize, some to serve, some to lead, some to comfort, some to care, some to send, some to go, etc.  Yet each person in the church, regardless of their role and giftedness, is called to be a witness of the grace and salvation found only in Christ.  


We see this lived out today when the apostles realized the hard way they couldn’t do everything the church needed done, and thus appointed others to oversee the care of the community while they focused on preaching, teaching, and prayer.  You’ll note that in the next couple chapters even those gifted and appointed to service are also being prominent witnesses to the grace and salvation found in Jesus.  For the love of Christ and His salvation can’t help but be spoken by those who have been saved and humbly rejoice in His grace toward them.  As you walk forward in faith, living out whatever role and giftedness God has given you, may the Good News of Jesus Christ always be quick to spill out of your lips and demonstrated in your actions.

Acts Devotions - Week Two

Monday January 14, 2013

Chapter seven of the book of Acts marks the longest discourse of the books twenty-eight chapters.  Following his arrest (Acts 6:8-15), Stephen is brought before the Sanhedrin, the supreme Jewish council, and asked to respond to the false charges made against him.  His witness (vs. 2-53) provides us with highlights of Old Testament history and eventually calls the members of the Sanhedrin to recognize how they have responded to God’s work throughout history.  


The Sanhedrin, angry at Stephen’s words, cast him out to be stoned to death.  Even as he neared death Stephen asked that the sin of those who brought about his death would not be held against them.  Stephen is the first of many who have died for their faith and witness to the gospel.  We refer to these individuals as martyrs.  Martyr is the Greek word for witness.
Tuesday January 15 2013


The church in Jerusalem becomes scattered which allows for the continued spreading of the gospel and the fulfillment of Acts 1:8 (“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”).  


It can be easy to forget that many people in the New Testament were baptized but as the Holy Spirit had not yet come they had not received the Spirit.  We read in verse 14-17 that a group of Samaritans had received the word of God and had been baptized but had not yet received the Holy Spirit.  Throughout the book of Acts there are several moments where the usual order of things (receiving the Holy Spirit at the time of baptism) is interrupted.  What can easily be overlooked about these few verses in chapter eight is that Peter and John, Jewish men, are sent to Samaria to lay their hands on this group of Samaritans to receive the Holy Spirit.  Relations between the Jewish people and the Samaritans were not friendly; the laying on hands, as Peter and John did, would have been unheard of.  This unusual series of events reveals to us today (and to the disciples and apostles then) the depth of Christ’s death on the cross, that He died for all people and there was no difference between Jew and Gentile; all were and are one in Christ Jesus.

Wednesday January 16 2013


Chapter eight (yesterday’s reading) introduces us briefly to a man named Saul (later to be called Paul, a great leader and witness for the early church and writer of many of the letters – books – written to the early church included in the New Testament).  An educated Jewish man, Saul sought the break-up of the early church and made every attempt to do so.


Chapter nine tells of his conversion to the Christian faith and his encounter with Christ on the road to Damascus.  We don’t know what Saul’s thoughts were over the three days that he was without his sight but after Ananias came to him and he regained his sight he was baptized and boldly proclaimed the gospel to all people.  Much of the book of Acts follows his missionary journeys and the New Testament contains many of the letters he wrote to churches he visited on those journeys – though they are not included chronological order (Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, etc.).
Thursday January 17 2013


The early church and its leaders constantly found themselves wrestling with the issue of interaction between the Jew and Gentiles (which eventually led to a council in Jerusalem – Acts 15 – where many issues were addressed).  The Jewish people followed very specific laws about what they could or could not eat, who they could interact with or who they were not to interact with etc. 


In Chapter ten of the book of Acts the apostle Peter has a vision regarding the separation and eating of clean and unclean meat.  Through this vision the Lord reveals that the divisions once in place between the Jewish and the Gentile were no longer valid due to Christ’s death on the cross.  When he is sent to go to the house of Cornelius, a Gentile in Caesarea, Peter comes to understand that as God has called all people, Jews and Gentiles, to be restored to Him through the death of Christ on the cross Peter is to baptize Cornelius and his household and bring them into God’s Kingdom.
Friday January 18 2013


Acts 11 begins with Peter telling what has just happened to him in Joppa and Caesarea in response to the complaint of some members of the early church who are in favor of the Gentiles following the Jewish laws in order to be saved.


After the stoning of the first martyr many of the disciples and believers in Christ were dispersed and travelled a great distance preaching and spreading the gospel amongst the Jewish people.  Here we read that there were some men who, in coming to Antioch, spoke also to the Gentiles of Jesus and the Gentiles believed.  As written in verse 26 it was in the city of Antioch that the followers of Christ were first called Christians.
Saturday January 19 2013


The early church faced a great deal of persecution from Jews and those in authority.  Acts 12 recounts Peters arrest and imprisonment and his release through the power of the Holy Spirit and the earnest prayers of the church.  Peter shares the story of his escape with fellow believers but then leaves the area.


Herod’s desire for the capture and death of Peter shows us that the message of the gospel was not always welcomed and that Christ’s followers were persecuted for their belief and the message.  We too are called to boldly proclaim the message of the gospel even if we might face a great deal of persecution by doing so.
Week Three 

Monday January 21 2013 - Acts 13


We talk quite a bit about the idea of being called by God to a specific place, job, church, ministry etc.  This calling that we refer to as our vocation may change throughout our lives.  At the prompting of the Holy Spirit Saul and Barnabas are set apart and given the task of traveling to preach the gospel.  They are called to be travelling missionaries.  Today we often think of missionaries as people who go abroad or are called to minister to a specific group of people somewhere other than in their hometown (or country).  Even the early church recognized the need to send people beyond the church community.


It is in the 13th chapter of Acts that we find Saul first being called Paul (the name that today we use most often when speaking of his writings and ministries in the New Testament).  Paul and Barnabas are sent on the first of three missionary journey for Paul, preaching the gospel in Jewish synagogues and against false prophets providing encouragement for the people and a detailed account of the fulfillment of the promises made to their fathers through the work of Jesus Christ. 

Tuesday January 22 2013 - Acts 14


Much of the area in which Paul and Barnabas were preaching the gospel was heavily influenced by Greek culture.  When they begin to work miracles amongst the people in Lystra and Derbe the people believe they were representatives of the gods in human form giving sacrifices to them.  Throughout the book of Acts Paul and the other apostles were quick to point to the power of God through the Holy Spirit as their source for all of the miraculous works they did. They continually pointed to Christ and His work in their lives as they were merely the mouthpiece of the Holy Spirit.


At the end of this chapter Paul and Barnabas return to Antioch, strengthening and encouraging the church as they went eventually reporting what they had done and who had received the gospel to the church that originally sent them on their journey (doesn’t seem all that different than when a missionary spends time abroad today and returns home to report of their news to a sending congregation or community).
Wednesday January 23 2013 - Acts 15


The first part of the fifteenth chapter of Acts is often given then heading The Council at Jerusalem in Bibles.  As seen previously in the book of Acts there was quite a bit of dispute over the requirements for salvation and the living of the Christian faith.  Some Jewish believers insisted on Gentiles following Jewish laws and customs in order to be saved while there were others, including Paul, Barnabas and Peter, who had witnesses to the Gentiles and seen the working of the Holy Spirit through Gentile believers who recognized that faith in Christ is all that is required for salvation.  The council addresses the concerns and decides what the Gentiles should focus on as they live as Christians in their own communities.  A letter is drafted by the council containing the results of the council and sent to the apostles and elders.  The greater church, as seen through the deliberation of the council, understands that they are to be unified in understanding of the faith and how it is to be lived and expressed by those who believe.
Thursday January 24 2013 - Acts 16


We find in Acts 16 a prime example of the apostle Paul encouraging and mentoring a fellow missionary as he meets and brings Timothy on his second missionary journey.  Along with his other companions Paul travels at the prompting of the Holy Spirit, which at times prohibits them from moving into and preaching in certain areas. This chapter of Acts provides us with examples of just how much works against the proclamation of the gospel and the boldness of Paul and his companions.  Paul and Silas are imprisoned after false accusations cause them to be beaten by a crowd.  But even in prison Paul shares the gospel leading to the salvation of his jailer and the jailer’s family.

Friday January 25 2013 - Acts 17


Acts 17 continues the narrative of Paul’s second missionary journey with his companions.  As with the other cities Paul went first to the local synagogue to reason with and preach the gospel and Christ’s fulfillment of the scriptures.  Paul did not meet only with Jews who had some knowledge and understanding of a monotheistic religion (one God) but also spoke with Greeks in Athens who believed in many gods (polytheistic).  As a missionary Paul and those he travelled with constantly worked to speak of God in culturally appropriate ways to ensure that the message of Christ would not be misunderstood by those who heard it.  


The Greeks feared offending a god who might be unknown to them and created an altar “to an unknown God”.  Paul conveys that not only has the creator revealed who He is in all of creation but that through Christ God wants to be known and He wants to know His people.   Our God is not an impersonal force in the world but a creator seeking to build a sustaining a relationship with all He has created.

Saturday January 26, 2013 - Acts 18


Paul continues his second missionary journey and travels to the city of Corinth.  There he meets fellow believers who travel with him as he continued to preach and proclaim the gospel.  He continued to be persecuted by Jews in various places but was saved time and time again.  The end of his journey brought him into contact with various early church communities allowing him the opportunity to continue to encourage and strengthen the disciples.  It is evident throughout his letters to the various church communities that he recognized the need for constant encouragement and vision forecasting.  
Week Four

Monday January 28 2013 - Acts 19


Have you ever made a decision only to realize later that the consequences of that decision were far more reaching that you originally thought?  We find in the nineteenth chapter of Acts and interesting narrative about a craftsman named Demetrius who received some of his personal income from making shines for the Greek god Artemis.  Because of Paul’s truthful claim that God does not reside in objects made by man Demetrius was not receiving the same business and was loosing potential income.  He gathers fellow craftsmen and tries to work against the believers.


Believing in God, in Christ as Savior, changes our lives in ways that are far more reaching than we are able to comprehend.  When our walking by faith and belief in Christ affects those who do not believe negatively (or even those who do believe) we will encounter push back just as Paul and the believers in Ephesus did.  Acts contains many examples of what it means to witness boldly to Christ is the face of such adversity.
Tuesday January 29 2013 - Acts 20


As Paul travelled and shared the gospel he made many friends and brought many to faith.  At the same time he also upset many who did quite a bit to stop him from continuing to preach.  In Acts 20 he is preparing to go to Jerusalem, unsure of what might meet him there.  He warns the church community leaders that there is much at work against the spreading of the gospel and building of the church (even individuals within the church itself will speak falsely and create discord and division).  Throughout his ministry Paul knows that no pain, no trouble is too much to live through if the gospel is proclaimed and he passes this knowledge on to the church community leaders.

Wednesday January 30 2013 - Acts 21


Paul escaped death many times throughout his ministry.  Lowered in a basket, freed from a prison cell, etc.  Why does it seem that he is now ready to walk into harms way by going to Jerusalem?  He explains to his friends in his travels that he is ready to die for Jesus, if that is what awaits him in Jerusalem.  How difficult it would have been for his friends to let him go, determined though he was to do so.  The chapter ends as he begins to speak to a crowd that has gathered around the temple in Jerusalem after being arrested.

Thursday January 31 2013 - Acts 22


In this continuation of the narrative from chapter 21 Paul shares of his conversion story (Acts 9) when Jesus found him on the road and how he had been chosen to be Christ’s witnesses to all people.  Even though he had done much to divide and destroy the early church that did not stop God from seeing what good could be done through him to spread the message of grace and salvation found in Christ..


The Roman guards who had him in custody did not understand the crowds anger but Paul, being a Roman citizen, was spared and the commander tried to figure out what he would do with his prisoner.  The commander called for the Sanherin to gather and brought Paul before them to find out why Paul and his message was causing so much of a disturbance among the Jews.

Friday February 1 2013 - Acts 23


Acts 23 provides us with the narrative of Paul before the Sanhedrin and the divisions between the beliefs of the Pharisees and the Sadducees.  A plot is conceived to kill Paul but was found out and through the assistance of the commander (who still did not understand how Paul could cause such issues amongst the Jews) Paul is taken to Herod’s palace and put under guard.
Saturday February 2 2013 - Acts 24


On trial before Felix Paul explains who he is and what he has done in proclaiming the gospel.  He does not deny that he is a follower of God or that he hopes in the resurrection.  Felix happened to know about the Way (the people who follow Christ) and holds Paul in prison for what ends up being a great many years.  Eventually Felix is succeeded by Porcius Festus who continues to hold Paul in prison.

Week Five

Monday February 4 2013 - Acts 25


We continue in Acts twenty-five with the Paul’s imprisonment in Caesarea.  It is thought and understood that several of the letters in the New Testament written by Paul to various church communities visited on his missionary journeys were written while he was in prison.  Nothing, not even bars and the false accusations of those in Jewish authority would prohibit him from encouraging and challenging the early church believers.  He recognized that his boldness in proclaiming the gospel had made many enemies, such that it was the Roman government who was protecting him and not those who had some sort of similar faith background.  
Tuesday February 5 2013 - Acts 26


Reading Acts twenty-six is like hearing Paul share his story of faith.  He understands that in sharing his testimony before the Roman officials he is doing more than just sharing his side of the story, he is proclaiming the gospel.  He even tells King Agrippa that it is his hope that the King will come to believe in Christ because of his public testimony of faith.  Strange to think that just as some are called to give their testimony in various court cases each and every day that same word, testimony, is used to describe instances when we share our faith with others.  Perhaps when you share your faith you don’t start at the very beginning as Paul did or focus simply on the factual details; perhaps sharing faith is just as much about sharing how you are different now than you were before you understood the depth of God’s grace.  What a story that would be!
Wednesday February 6 2013 - Acts 27


In reading Acts twenty-seven we find Paul and several others prisoners handed over to a centurion named Julius who is to take them to Rome where Paul would present his testimony.   It is clear that because of Paul’s need to testify in Rome the ship and its crew were saved from a terrible storm (a trip Paul warned those sailing they should not take).  This story reminds us of the book of Jonah, who when called by the Lord went in the opposite direction of his calling and boarded a ship that also sailed into a storm.  Jonah was thrown overboard and we know the rest of that story…but because Paul was doing as he was called many were saved.
Thursday February 7 2013 - Acts 28


This final chapter in the book of Acts finds Paul and his shipmates on the island of Malta.  Shown kindness by its inhabitants Paul healed many who were sick.  Three months later after repairs the ship finally departs for Rome where Paul gives his testimony to the local Jewish leaders, leaders who had received nothing from Judah about who Paul was or what he was doing.  Many heard him speak and he tried to convince them of the truth in the gospel using the Law of Moses and also the prophets.  Some believed and some did not.  He tells them that salvation belongs to Jew and Gentile and the Gentiles will listen.  How disheartening it would have been for Paul to be faced time and time again with the opportunity to share the gospel with his fellow Jews only to have them turn away and not believe.  He quotes the prophet Isaiah at the end of the chapter speaking to the people’s inability to hear and to understand the depth of the gospel message.  Though disheartened Paul remained in Rome preaching the Gospel with boldness and “without hindrance”.  Nothing would prohibit him from sharing the message of Jesus Christ with all people.

Friday February 8 2013 - 1 Corinthians 1 & 2


Paul’s first letter to the church in Corinth reveals to us how timeless human struggles, issues, and problems truly are.  As you read through this book you will listen to Paul pastorally guide this young church in the way of Christ and how they are to walk by faith and represent Christ to their community.  You’ll see some of the same problems the church of today has yet to master.  This teaches us how God’s word is still so needful and effective, as it speaks to human nature that has not changed despite twenty centuries having passed since this letter was first heard in the Corinthian church.  


The first two chapters that you read today focus on the centrality of Christ in the church; and what happens when the church is not focused primarily on Christ.  Much division and confusion destroys the church when we let ourselves get distracted from Christ’s redemptive work in us and our mission to be witnesses of this work to the world.  So Paul instructs that early church to treasure unity and to pay far more attention to the saving power of God’s word than the empty philosophies or ideas from outside His word.  


I’d encourage you to pray for the Spirit of God to give you hope, joy, and steadfastness in the awesome promises from God’s word.  May you be guided to know, and live out, the truth that makes us free.

Saturday February 9 2013 - 1 Corinthians 3 & 4


Paul calls these early Christians, and us, to live in a humble and thankful way in our reading today.  He wants them to embrace the word of God and allow the Spirit to move in them, not letting their pride rule them or their worldly desires pull them away from what their faith calls them to know and do.  There is only one foundation to build our lives upon, he argues.  That foundation is faith in Jesus Christ.  As we walk by faith we build upon that foundation with works that honor God and help our neighbor; but it all begins with trusting in Christ as Lord and Savior.  


As you read today, give thanks for the foundation of Christ you have received if indeed you have trusted fully in Him as Lord and Savior.  Ask God to reveal to you how you still might be living or thinking in a worldly way, and ask His Spirit to guide you to a more mature and Christ-centered life.  This is what the Spirit of God does for those who ask Him to lead them.  May this Spirit strengthen and guide you today and all days.
Week Six

Monday February 11 2013 - 1 Corinthians 5 & 6


Do you ever get the feeling, when reading the letters of the apostle Paul (1 Corinthians is one of his), that he is being a little bit harsh?  Certainly I’ve always imagined him to be a rather intense person.  When we stop to consider that many of the words written by Paul that we are reading today were letters (so we’re not really sermon transcripts).  Ask a kindergarten theses days if they know what a letter is and they would say “Of course!  A, B, C (duh)”.  One could argue that a five year old probably hasn’t received many letters in their few years but in a world with increased reliance on texting, emailing, blogging and other forms of electronic communicate I imagine they won’t received many letters.  


When handwriting a letter, we tend to get to the point rather quickly; imagine a parent telling their child not to put their hand on a hot stove by writing a letter.  They probably wouldn’t say “you know, it really isn’t a good idea to try that…”.  They would be direct and forceful “STOP!  Don’t DO that!  You’ll hurt yourself.” And then they would give a reason why.  “I care about you, and want what is best for you.  Yes I know that there are many things I will need to let you discover and come to understand on your own but I’m not going to let you hurt yourself when I can warn you otherwise”.  So as you continue reading through 1 Corinthians and other books in the New Testament consider that they are not in fact “books” but many are letters and how might that change how you read them?

Tuesday February 12 2013 - 1 Corinthians 7 & 8


Our chapters from 1 Corinthians today speak to two fairly unrelated topics: marriage (chapter seven) and eating food that has been offered first to idols (chapter eight).  Using chapter eight as the foundation for the devotion we encounter an interesting situation.  First, remember that Corinth was a city heavily influence by Greek and Roman culture both of which revolved around the worship of many different gods.  He notes that there is but one God by which we are saved so food that has been used as an offering to a god does neither good nor bad for a believer in God.  However, where it gets tricky is that for those who believe in many gods the Corinthian Christians appear to be no different from them because they are unaware that the Christians understand what they are doing differently.


As followers of Christ we are to be set apart, different from that which is around us.  Why?  Because there is no culture on earth that models all that God wants for each and every one of his children.  There is no culture we can follow and at the same time follow Christ.  He has called his people, beginning with Abraham in Genesis 12, to stand out; to show all who see them what it means to have a God who is actively working in the lives of his people.  When we blend in, even if we don’t have any sort of a spiritual connection to what we are doing, we can lead people away from God, lead them to believe that Christians are no different from anyone else.  It is the power of the Gospel that calls us and enables us to follow God’s call in our lives, to live as his people, set apart for his glory.

Wednesday February 13 2013 - 1 Corinthians 9 & 10


Continuing in 1 Corinthians with chapters nine and ten Paul covers everything from money in the church and stewardship to God’s faithfulness when we are tempted to the unification of the body of Christ through communion.  We focus today on the end of each of the two chapters and Paul’s focused comments on the importance of knowing his audience.  Now he doesn’t put it quite that way when he talks about becoming a Jew to with the Jew or as one under the law to win those who are under the law but really what Paul is doing is recognizing that the message of the gospel is for all people, which means he is going to have to explain its message in ways that all people will understand.  The Greeks had many gods, each with their own specific purpose.  When Paul speaks to Greek communities about God, they have no problem adding another one to the group.  How does he communicate that he is speaking about the one true (and only) God?  What does he mean about “those who are weak” and becoming weak that he might win them?


Paul understood the importance of understanding who he was talking to, how they saw the world and also how they would understand God through their own worldview.  These passages always make me wonder about my own understanding of the world – what does it mean to look at the world through God’s eyes?  To see and understand where people are coming from and to share my faith in a way that will resonate with who they are.  May Paul’s faith spur you on to share your own and to listen and see others as God sees them.

Thursday February 14 2013 - 1 Corinthians 11 & 12


Reading through the eleventh and twelfth chapters of 1 Corinthians it might be easy to think that they don’t have much in common.  One talks about the divisions in the church regarding communion, and how the church in Corinth was not unified.  The other speaks of the body of Christ and the spiritual gifts we receive from the Holy Spirit.  Unlike the fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, goodness, kindness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control – Galatians 5:22-23) which we all have and grow in while we grow in faith, we do not receive all of the same gifts but the gifts we receive are from the same Spirit.  


What might these topics have in common?  That the body of Christ, the church, is one body; no one person deserves to be treated better than another (chapter 11) and that while we all receive different gifts from the Holy Spirit which together make up the body of Christ (chapter 12).  If we were all teachers it wouldn’t work.  If we were all pastors it would work.  If we all had the gifts of hospitality, faith and mercy, it wouldn’t work.  We need all of the gifts that God has given the church to be the church.  That is why we are called to be a community of believers and to work together, unified as one body serving and reaching out to others.  

Friday February 15 2013 - 1 Corinthians 13 & 14


What does love have to do with worship?  Apparently, everything.  Paul moves from using our giftedness to bless the church body in chapter 12 to one of the greatest descriptions concerning love in all the world in chapter 13 to a discussion on how we are to love and worship God and love and honor each other in worship in chapter 14. Love is the foundation, the glue that draws Christians out of a focus on self and into service, worship, and genuine care and concern for each other.  


You’ll note in chapter 14 that the worship order described isn’t exactly like what we follow.  Various forms of worship have developed in the Christian church depending on culture and custom over the years, but you can find some general ideas of how worship is to honor God, be open and attractive to those seeking the face of God, and not descend into disorganized chaos and thus turn those outside the faith away.  Yet as we walk by faith, remember the undergirding idea throughout is the power of love; first and foremost God’s love toward us, and our loving God with all our heart, soul, and strength and our neighbor as yourself.  

Saturday February 16 2013 - 1 Corinthians 15 & 16

What a way to conclude a letter!  In chapter 15 Paul gives one of the greatest defenses and explanations of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ in the entire bible.  And well he should, for it is the foundation of our faith.  If there is no Resurrection of Christ or ourselves then there is no Christian faith.  Go follow someone else’s rules.  But we don’t follow rules, we walk by faith in Christ, who did indeed rise from the grave and has promised the same to all who call on His name!  That is the fact and promise that is the bedrock on which our faith rests.  In his final greetings he informs the Corinthians how to make their giving a priority in their lives, what his plans are for future ministry, and to continue praying for the great door of effective ministry that has been opened to him despite all the adversaries he faces in Ephesus.  He is describing what it looks like to walk by faith in Christ.  Pay close attention to the last words he gives them as one who has mentored and cared for them in this faith.  

