Inspiring our community to live out the hope found in Christ


Why are we here?
Why does St. Andrews Lutheran Church exist? 

How is God's mission at work in our community through the people of St. Andrews?

How is God calling each and every one of us to be His witnesses, individually and collectively?

Over the course of the next seven sessions, we'll answer the question, "Why are we here?"  We'll look at the culture in which the church finds itself today, the mission and vision of St. Andrews, the values that provide our foundation for ministry, where the mission is lived out and who we are becoming as followers of Christ who are a part of this faith community.

Each week you'll find some questions to think about and reflect on prior to coming together with your small group.   Together you'll answer a series of questions in a section entitled Growing In Community.  Afterward there are several questions that take the topic a bit further under the title Inspiring Our Community.  
If you or your group have questions along the way, please write them down and email or call them into the church office.  
Thank you.
Holly Andersen

Director of Worship and Discipleship

St. Andrews Lutheran Church

4910 Claremont Avenue

Stockton, CA 95207

209.957.8750

www.stalc.org
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WEEK ONE
Where are we?  

The Culture in which we live

Reflect (to be completed individually before meeting):

Read Luke 15:1-32.

Think about a time when you have been lost (whether that be trying to find someplace, being separated from a group, etc.).  What kinds of emotions did the experience of being lost generate? _____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Have you ever felt separated or lost from God?  How does it feel to be lost or without God in your life?______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Take a few minutes and think about the Stockton community.  Draw a picture of a “typical” person in the community that does not go to church.  You can include phrases on your drawing to provide additional description.  Consider some of the following as you brainstorm:

Music taste

Stress level


Interests

Religious background

Hobbies

Debt



Needs


Satisfaction in life

Education

Work



Concerns

Prayer

When we meet together this week, we’ll take a look at the culture in which we find ourselves in America.  Take a few moments and pray for those around you (your family, neighbors and neighborhood).  Feel free to write down your prayer or a few phrases and names of people for whom you are praying. ___________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Growing in community
In his book The Unchurched Next Door, Thom Rainer discovered some very interesting things about people who do not have a church home.

Surprise 1: Sunday mornings are the preferred time if they are going to attend church.

Surprise 2: Women are either most antagonistic or most receptive to the Gospel.

Surprise 3: 82% are at least “somewhat likely” to attend church if invited.

Surprise 4: Very few have had someone share with them how to become a Christian and

                     Christians have not been particularly influential in their lives.

Surprise 5: They would like to develop a real and sincere relationship with a Christian

Surprise 6: Some types of “cold call” evangelism are effective but many are not.

Surprise 7: Their attitudes are not correlated to where they live, their ethnic or racial

                    background, or their gender.

Surprise 8: Many are far more concerned about the spiritual well-being of their children than

                    themselves.

Which of the eight surprises was most surprising?     ___________________________________

Compare your group’s description of an “unchurched” person.  How does your description differ from what is being described through the eight “surprises”?  Are there any similarities? _______
______________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

In America today we are living in a post-churched environment. Take a look at the diagram and descriptions below:

Pre-churched = “a context in which the church has not been established, so the culture is wholly unchurched.”

Churched = a context that “finds the church firmly established in the community and culture.”

Post-churched = a context that “finds the church’s significance in the community waning.”

Now being in a post-churched culture, the church no longer holds the same voice in America that it did previously.  People do not look to the church as a source of community or direction.  The hardest part of this realization is that the church, faith, and worship are still very important to us and so we struggle to see how our culture has changed.  

Even though St. Andrews finds itself in a post-churched cultural environment, our call and mission to be a blessing to others and make disciples of all nations remains the same.  

Read Genesis 12:1-3 and Matthew 28:19-20.  Why should going out into our community to share the gospel be our top priority in a post-churched culture?  

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

In a culture where people may not want to hear about God or may have no interest in coming to worship on a Sunday morning, what can we do to reach out and share our faith? ____________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Consider again surprise #4.  Think about the Christians who have been most influential in your own life.  How has their presence shaped your faith? __________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Inspiring our community (to be completed individually after meeting as a group):
Sharing Your Story

“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” – Psalm 139:13-14

One of the great things about community is that each of us bring different life experiences to the table and we are at different places in our spiritual journeys.  We will all have the opportunity to share our own faith story in the coming weeks. There is power in every story.  Knowing your story is helpful for you, your community, and those outside of the faith.   Once you know and understand your story, it allows you to share what Christ means to you. 

Here are some prompting questions to help you as you think through your writing:

Who have been some of the most influential people in your life?

What faith experiences have helped shape your faith and brought you to where you are today?

Who has God used to help bring you into a faith community?

How have you seen God working in your life?

What does Jesus’ presence in your life mean to you?

What are some of the mountaintops and valleys of your spiritual journey?

Where do you see God leading you as you move forward in faith?
WEEK TWO
Why are we here?  

A unique purpose for a unique place

Reflect (to be completed individually before meeting):
Purpose and a Place

Take a few moments and consider each statement.  Write down items that go with each. Your responses will be used when your group meets together.

Things that help you see: _________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Things that cut: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Things that hit: _________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

The church has a purpose beyond meeting the spiritual growth needs of those who are already actively involved in the faith community.  It exists for “those who are not here yet.”  How do these passages speak to the purpose of the church?  

Passage:


Role of the body of Christ:
Matthew 28:19-20

Acts 1:8

Romans 15:6, 17-22

Colossians 3:12-16

1 Peter 2:1-5, 9-12

Prayer

In the coming week, we’ll look at God’s purpose for the church and calling in our lives.  We’ll also specifically look at the purpose for St. Andrews Lutheran Church (our Mission).   Take a few moments and consider how you might be able to pray for St. Andrews to have clarity and direction about its purpose here in Stockton. 

Growing in Community

Take a few minutes and share your Purpose and Place responses from the reflection section with your group.   Were there any overlapping answers?  _______________________________ Were there any unique responses? _________________________________________________
 “Having a purpose in life is like having a compass.  Purpose is knowing where “True North” is on a compass.”
 Take a few moments and share your responses to the role of the body of Christ from the Reflect section. 

What themes emerged from the passages about the body of Christ: ______________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________


Our Mission
Our unique mission at St. Andrews states that we exist to 

inspire our community to live out the hope found in Christ.  

Read 1 Peter 3:15.  How does this passage from 1 Peter provide a foundation for our mission? ________________________________
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
Why is it important for Christ to be Lord of our hearts for His mission to be effectively worked through us? ________________________
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

What do you think our mission statement means? ______________
_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Consider your responses to the role of the body of Christ.  How does the mission of St. Andrews help us to live out our purpose as the body of Christ in Stockton?__________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Based on our discussion how would you answer the question “Why does St. Andrews exist?”  Why are we “right here, right now”? ________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Inspiring our community (to be completed individually after meeting as a group):
Take a few minutes in the next week when talking to a friend who does not attend worship or is not connected to a church and ask the following questions. 

What impressions do you have of “church”?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

What are reasons some people don’t go to church?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

What are some of the needs in our community that a church could try to address?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Ask someone in your small group to pray for you in talking with this individual.
WEEK THREE
…why change?  

Ch-ch-ch-changes…

Reflect (to be completed individually before meeting):  
What are values?  _______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Values show up in our behavior. What are some of the values that help to guide and direct the choices you make in your own life? _________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Groups of people also have values that determine and guide how they interact with one another and their community.  At St. Andrews we’ve identified four values: Authority of Scripture, Courageous Compassion, Mentoring One Another and Living Mission. What do the following passages tell us about these values?

	Value
	Passage:

	Authority of 

Scripture
	2 Timothy 3:16-17:



	Courageous Compassion
	Luke 10:25-37:



	Mentoring One Another
	2 Timothy 2:2:



	Living Mission
	Colossians 3:7-17:




If St. Andrews is going to move forward and answer God’s call we must all be on the same page and hold shared values.  Consider what it might mean to pray for unity in our congregation and for all the churches in Stockton.  Take a few minutes and write down your thoughts.  Pray that the church would be strengthened and guided by our Lord and Savior.
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________
Growing in community
How we act and make decisions is determined by our values.  Conflicting or competing behaviors determine which values are our priorities.  “We can look at our checkbooks, our calendars and our lifestyles to gain insight into our deeply held values.”
  

Read 2 Corinthians 5:11-21.  In this passage Paul tells us that through Christ we have been made new, washed and made clean through baptism.  As new creations, we are constantly changing and learning what it means to be followers of Christ.  As disciples of Christ, our values change.  Our priorities become His priorities. Our desires become His desires.

What are some changes that you’ve seen taking place in your own life as you’ve grown in faith?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

What tension have you experienced as you’ve made changes that conflict with past ideas and choices in your life as you seek to follow Christ? _______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Based on last week’s discussion on the cultural climate in which the church finds itself we know that change is needed in the church, change that must start with the recognition of our collective values.  Look at the following value shifts
:

1) Lethargy to Vitality: “Christians don’t share their faith with others because they are not growing spiritually.  Lack of spiritual growth inevitably leads to a sense of disinterest in talking to others about God.  It’s hard to talk about something that has become stale or mundane for you personally.”

2) Busy to Intentional: “Most Christians lead such full and demanding lives that finding time for the unchurched becomes near impossible.  Trimming calendars and becoming committed to building friendships with the unchurched takes effort.”

3) Fearful to Confident: “We are afraid to talk about spiritual things because we think that we will make others uncomfortable.  Fear of being rejected or of not knowing what to say in a conversation grips the hearts of many believers.”

Just as the Spirit of God works through and changes us individually, collectively we are being moved and called as the body of Christ.  Our values as a church move us to make changes to better serve God and those who are not here yet.

Which of the three problems, 1) lethargy, 2) busyness, 3) fear of conflict, is most difficult for you?  Why? ____________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

God is working in and through us; daily we are being made new in Him.  How does God working through us help to combat our struggles in these three areas? ___________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Why is it important to be on the same page regarding our values as a body of believers? ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Why this and not that?

Our values determine our behavior.  Consider the following ministries at St. Andrews.  Can you identify the guiding value(s) of each?

Sunday School

Worship

MOPS

TeenMOPS/Parents

Stephen Ministry

Vacation Bible School

Faith Stepping Stones

Small Groups

H2H

Youth Group

Good Shepherd Family

LWML

Inspiring our community (to be completed individually after meeting as a group):
Consider the value shifts we covered.  Which shift do you feel is most difficult for you to make?

______________________________________________________________________________

Who is someone in your life who would be both willing and able to keep you accountable for the change? ______________________________________________________________________

For some, the church is nothing more than a bunch of hypocrites.  People have no desire to join a community of people who say one thing in worship only to turn around and do the exact opposite.  Rather than become defensive toward such comments how might we be able to change the way in which we express our faith to address this critique of the body of Christ?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

While our hypocrisy, like all sin, is not something we can completely remove from our lives, how can we collectively work to present ourselves to our community as honestly as possible?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

How might openly sharing our struggles with others help them to see who we really are and how we are being made new through Christ?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

WEEK FOUR
1+1+1=3
What are we going to do here?

Reflect (to be completed individually before meeting):
Look outside or, better yet, go outside, and find something that is either growing or has grown.  What was involved in the growth of this particular item?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Consider the church.  What makes the church grow? ___________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Can we make the church grow?  What role has God given us in order to help?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Look up the following passages.  Write down what they communicate to us about what it means to live as followers of Christ.

	Passage
	Living as a follower of Christ

	Hebrews 12:28-29
	

	Psalm 51:1-12
	

	Romans 1:1-6
	

	James 5:13-16
	

	Philippians 2:1-4
	

	Romans 15:5-7
	

	Acts 1:8
	


How does following Christ help the church to grow? ______________________________________________________________________________
Prayer:
Take a few moments and pray for those around you (your family, neighbors and neighborhood).
Growing in Community

Over the past four weeks we’ve looked at God’s mission for the church and how that mission has informed the mission and vision at St. Andrews to inspire our community to live out the hope found in Christ.  

We’ve discussed our values and how they guide and direct our ministries forward.  We know this will mean changes in our lives individually and collectively as a community of believers. To live out God’s call for the church in our present culture and in the Stockton community, we have identified three “places” or pieces of a strategy to help us.

Growing in Community (light green): Developing relationships, applying God’s Word to our lives, confessing, challenging and encouraging one another to grow in faith.
Reaching Out to Others (yellow):  Intentionally building relationships with those who do not yet know the promise of grace and eternal life in Jesus Christ.
Being Renewed by Worship (dark green): Coming together to hear God’s Word, confess that we have fallen short and receive forgiveness and renewal by experiencing communion together.  
Each area is necessary.  Both the church and each of us individually grow in faith through our participation in all of these areas. As followers and disciples of Christ we should all be growing in faith.  Worship, building relationships, and reaching out to others are all part of our growth in faith.
Consider the passages we looked up in the reflect section.  How do they relate and support the three pieces of the strategy? ______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

How does each piece of the strategy help the church to grow? ___________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Which part of the strategy is easiest for you to participate in?  Why? ______________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Which is the hardest?  Why? ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

How Each Supports the Other

How does receiving the support and encouragement of others in a small group help us as we share our faith with new people? ___________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

How does being humbled and restored in worship inspire us to compassionately serve and offer forgiveness to strangers and friends? _______________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

How does a small group provide a place to invite someone who is new to faith? _____________

______________________________________________________________________________

How does building relationships in a small group provide an introduction to Jesus and faith and a path to worship with others? ____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________


Inspiring our community (to be completed individually after meeting as a group):
Consider your answers regarding which area of the strategy is easiest and hardest for you.  What steps might you be able to take to move forward and address some of the difficulties? ___________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Who can help support you as you take those steps to grow and become more actively involved in growing in faith? _____________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

WEEK FIVE
Living Mission
Reaching out to others
Reflect (to be completed individually before meeting):

As God’s people we are called to reach out to others with the message of the Gospel.  We are called to be His witnesses in our homes, neighborhoods, cities, states and to the ends of the earth.

Think back to our week one conversation about the post-churched culture in which we live in America.  The church does not have the same voice of authority it once did.  Our strategy for growth reflects this reality. What may have worked in the past to connect someone to the body of Christ will no longer sustain or build the church. 

What do these passages from scripture tell us about God’s heart for those who do not know Him and our role in reaching them?

	Passage
	Our Role

	Matthew 28:19-20
	

	Mark 16:15-16
	

	Luke 15
	

	Romans 10:14-15
	


When you think about our community, the city of Stockton as a whole or perhaps the smaller portion of the city with which you interact on a daily basis, what is something or someone who could use a prayer?  Take a few minutes and write down a few words or thought about that person or situation.  How might God be calling you to share his love and grace? _____________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Growing in Community

While we have always been called to share our faith in Christ with others, now more than ever we must “go out” into the community and, by the power of the Spirit working through us, daily live the mission of God.

Read Romans 10:14-15.
“Paul doesn’t leave us very much wiggle room on this verse.  It is pretty clear that God has entrusted Christians with the responsibility to search for people who are lost without Christ and we are to share the good news of what Christ has done.  We are to share the good news.  In the 21st Century we have a small problem though.”  As Kennon Callahan points out in Effective Church Leadership:

“The day of the local church is over.  The day of the mission outpost has come.  More precisely, the day of the churched-culture local church is over…what I am suggesting is that the way in which local churches have done business, conducted leadership, and developed administration is no longer functional in our time.  Churches that cling to the old ways that worked so well in the churched culture will survive for a number of years.  Their people will grow old together and many of those churches will eventually die…the spirit of a mission outpost is one of mission, whereas the spirit of the churched-culture local church is one of maintenance.” (pg. 22-23)
“In 21st Century North America, we can no longer call ourselves a churched-culture.  Many in our culture today are not turning to the church for answers or for help.  We now have an entire generation that has grown up without setting foot in our churches.  That is why Callahan argues that the day of the local church is over.  The world that we live in will require churches to act and think differently.  First and foremost, we can no longer assume that unchurched people will come to us.  Instead we have to act and think like missionaries who are staffing what Callahan calls a mission outpost.”

Take a look at the four descriptive markings of a Mission Outpost.  Which of these is most difficult for you to accept as necessary for the church? __________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________
Which of these is hardest to understand? ____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Why is it important to remember that our first priority as the body of Christ is to go out and tell others about the hope we have in the message of the Gospel? ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

How do the passages we looked up in the Reflect section speak to our need to reach out to others rather than wait for them to come to us? _____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Who are some people in your own life who do not yet know the hope we have in Christ?

_____________________________________________________________________________

Inspiring our community (to be completed individually after meeting as a group):

Sometimes it can be difficult to know how and when to share our faith.  For people who have spent their lives attending church, it can be difficult to see the many ways in which God has worked in their lives.  Sometimes those who are new to the faith and being a part of a faith community feel like they don’t have much “material” from which to pull when telling their story.  But we each have a story.  No one story is better than another for each tells of God working in and through His children.  Keeping the individuals you listed at the end of the group time in mind, what parts of your story do you think they would appreciate?
What would you like them to know about God?

How would you share the hope that we have in Christ with them?


WEEK SIX
Community
Made for relationships; relationships are messy
Reflect (to be completed individually before meeting):
How would you define the word community? _________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

“Do you remember your first day of school?  For some, the memories include faded black and white images of faces long forgotten, yet for others they appear in the mind’s eye in the full-color of the not-so-distant past.  Regardless of the span of time, these remembered moments were probably similar in their experience: awkward moments filled with fear, anxiety, hope, insecurity, excitement and anticipation.  Conversely, do you remember the last day of school?  Compare the two experiences.  How are they similar or different?  For most people the two brought a vast contrast.  Though it was the same people, the same teacher, and the same location, the difference was the shared experience over time.  Strangers became friends.  Acquaintances became inseparable.  Over time, the shared classroom and playground experience served as an incubator for community and relational depth.  Throughout the year you learned to respect differences, appreciate quirky personalities, and enjoy the diversity of the class... A small group experience is not that different.  The first night the group meets, you may feel some of the same emotions that you did on your first day of school, yet over time you may be surprised by the relational depth that may come from this unlikely group of strangers and acquaintances.”

In the space below draw a picture of a community.  

Who and what is a part of your community?____________________________________________________

What are some characteristics of your community?  How would you describe it? ____________________________

______________________________________________________________

Think of St. Andrews as a community. How would you describe it to someone who knows nothing about it? _______

_______________________________

_______________________________

Growing in Community

Take a few moments to share your individual communities with your group.  Were there any similarities? __________________________________________________________________

Differences? __________________________________________________________________

Compare your descriptions of the community at St. Andrews.  What similarities and differences were there? ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
“Relationships cause some of the greatest stress in your life. 

You try to enter into healthy relationships with others only to be tripped up by your own selfishness.  If your own selfishness and pride doesn’t get in the way, then there is a good chance the other person’s will.  Your own sin stops you from having a whole and healthy relationship with God as well.  You continually sabotage the relationship by making yourself God.  You replace Him with created things and ultimately make poor decisions; yet, you still long for a genuine connection with God and with others.

Your sin, and that of others, also pushes us into very individualistic lifestyles.  We falsely assume if we don’t open ourselves up to others in community, we can avoid being hurt.  The result is that we live lives of individualism and isolation, or we create surface level pseudo community.  Pseudo Community looks genuine from the outside, but as you enter in, it becomes clear it is surface-level or fake.

We will participate in Pseudo Community as long as it does not demand too much of us.  As long as our needs are being met, and we do not have to open up and be known.  As long as we do not have to wade into the mess of life with others.  As long as there is no tension or conflict.  As long as no one points out the lingering sin in our lives and encourages us to grow.  Then, we will participate in community.  Our culture is full of individualism and Pseudo Community.

Paul Simon wrote the well-known lyrics:

“I’ve built walls / A fortress deep and mighty / that none may penetrate / I have no need of friendship; friendship causes pain / It’s laughter and it’s loving I disdain / I am a rock / I am an island / Don’t talk of love but I’ve heard the word before / It’s sleeping in my memory / I won’t disturb the slumber of feelings that have died / If I never loved I never would have cried / I am a rock / I am an island / And a rock feels no pain  / And an island never cries”

Why do you think pseudo-community is so prevalent in our culture? ______________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
How has it impacted your life? ____________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Describe the kind of community you wish you had: ____________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
What do these passages tell us about what community looks like when Christ is in our lives:

	Passage
	Community in Christ

	Acts 2:42-47
	

	2 Corinthians 1:3-15
	

	James 5:13-16
	

	Colossians 1:9-14
	


What do these passages tell us about the importance of honesty and authenticity in our faith?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
What do these passages say about the necessity of relationships and building relationships in our lives in order to grow in faith?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
How do they speak of reaching out to others as the foundation for living as a Christian community?
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Inspiring our community (to be completed individually after meeting as a group):

As members of the body of Christ we are a part of a different kind of community.  We often think of the activities of growing in faith and reaching out to others as separate activities (two separate time slots in our schedules). How can inviting someone to a small group help them to connect to the body of Christ in ways which inviting them first to worship cannot?  

______________________________________________________________________________

How can inviting someone to a small group help us to both grow in faith and reach out to others? _____________________________________________________________________
WEEK SEVEN
Who are we becoming?
Who are we?
Reflect (to be completed individually before meeting):

Over the past seven weeks we have been learning about why we are here, what we are doing here and where we are going. Take a few minutes and think over the past seven weeks.  Jot down a few bits of what you have learned and what you remember from discussions.

Where are we?
The culture in which we live

______________________________________________________________________________
Why are we here?

A unique place and purpose

(our mission)

______________________________________________________________________________
…why change?

Ch-ch-ch-changes…

(our values)

______________________________________________________________________________
1+1+1=3

What are we going to do?

(our strategy)

______________________________________________________________________________
Living Mission

Reaching out to others

______________________________________________________________________________
Community

Relationships are messy

______________________________________________________________________________
Take a few moments and think back over the past seven weeks.  What prayer needs have come up in your small group?  In your own life?  Write down a prayer for your final meeting of this series and consider what you might like to take from the final session. _____________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Growing in community

Take a few minutes to share what you wrote down regarding the past seven weeks of meeting.  

What responses from different individuals stand out to you? _____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
St. Andrews exists in a specific community that has specific problems and needs.  The people at St. Andrews bring specific spiritual gifts and talents to our community and under the guidance and passions of the leadership reach out to meet those needs. It follows then that each of us, because we are part of the St. Andrews community, are being uniquely shaped through being here rather than as a part of another church. 

How has your faith been shaped by being a part of St. Andrews? _________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

If someone were to ask you “Why would I want to be a part of your church?  Why your church instead of any other church?”, how would you respond? 
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

At St. Andrews we’ve identified five different measures, or characteristics, of an individual who is maturing in faith as a part of our community.  A mature Christian:

- Knows God trusts them to do His work 



- Loves all as God loves them 




- Trusts in God above all others and obeys His Word




- Generously gives and shares what they have 



- Grows to help others grow in faith 


In your own words, how might you describe your understanding of each:

Knows God trusts them to do His work or “God’s Hands and Feet” (John 21:15-19): ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Loves all as God loves them or “Through the eyes of God” (1 John 3:16): 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Trusts in God above all others and obeys His Word  or “Walking by faith” (John 6:68): 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Generously gives and shares what they have or “Blessed to be a blessing” (Genesis 12:1-3): 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Grows to help others grow in faith or “Growing for others” (Ephesians 4:15-16): 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

You’ll notice each of these is part of what it means to be a mature Christian.  We certainly recognize that as sinners we struggle with each and every one of these aspects of our faith.  We all are “becoming” followers of Christ, always growing in each of these areas of faith.  We might feel confident in trusting God with our money but not so sure about reorienting our lives around where he wants us to go and with whom he wants us to spend our time.  We might trust in God but struggle to see the people around us as God sees them or treat them as He would want us to treat them.

Which of these measures seems most difficult for you at this point in your life? ______________

______________________________________________________________________________
How have you seen yourself growing in faith in the past year or several years?  Has that growth related to any of these specific characteristics?  _______________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Draw a line and connect the different ministries to how they help us mature as Christians.

Ministry





Measure
Sunday School
/ Faith Stepping Stones

Blessed to be a Blessing

Worship







MOPS






God’s Hands and Feet

TeenMOPS/Parents

Stephen Ministry




Growing for Others

Vacation Bible School

Small Groups





Walking by faith

H2H








Youth Group





Through the Eyes of God

Good Shepherd Family

LWML

Inspiring our community (to be completed individually after meeting as a group):
If we all are becoming more like Christ and being made new through Him, we also must recognize that we are growing in each of these measures of faith.  Which area do you recognize the most growth is needed? _______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

What are some things you can do to grow in that area? ________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Who is going to help you take those steps to grow and walk with you as you do? ____________

______________________________________________________________________________

Objective: To take a candid look at the culture in which the church exists in America and the faith journey of those who are not here yet.





Objective: To look at why the church exists and how we as St. Andrews exist in and for the community in which we have been placed.





Key Point:  Most churches in America “struggle with reaching out into their community.  Although there may be things a church can do to strengthen its other purposes, most churches agree that impacting non-Christians with the Gospel is the purpose that they most need to improve.” (pg. 4)





Why do you think reaching out is a struggle for churches in America? _________________


_________________________


_________________________











“4, 371 lay people and 886 clergy in Lutheran churches were given a list of 15 congregational activities and were asked to pick the top six “purposes of a local congregation”.  Evangelism was not one of the top six selected by 99 % of laity and 94 % of clergy.” (pg.4)





What does this communicate about the church?  _________


_________________________


_________________________





Objective: To understand our values as a congregation and how they will help us make the necessary shifts and changes to answer God’s call for our church.





Our Values


�Authority of Scripture: We humbly submit ourselves to the authority of God’s Word over and above culture and custom.





Courageous Compassion: We offer compassion and mercy courageously, giving what is necessary to those in need.





Living Mission: We live each day prepared to use our everyday opportunities to share Christ with the people in our community.





Mentoring One Another: We both accept the mentoring of others for our own growth and intentionally invest in others for the sake of their own growth. 





Objective: To learn how we plan to accomplish our mission and build God’s Kingdom.























The strategic roles of ministries at St. Andrews





Renewed by Worship


Worship Services


First Impression Team (FIT)


Technology


Readers


Band/Choir





Growing in Community


Small Groups


Youth Group


H2H


Sunday School


Faith Stepping Stones


LWML





Reaching Out to Others


MOPS


Teen Parents


Stephen Ministry


Vacation Bible School


Good Shepherd Family





In which part of the strategy do you participate? ________


________________________





What is the next step for you to grow in faith? __________


________________________


________________________





Objective: To look at what it means to daily live out the faith we have been given by the grace of God. 





Defining a Mission Outpost





- Assumes that it exists for others, that others need to be told the Gospel and be transformed by the hope found in Christ.





- Intentionally goes out.  In our unchurched culture we can no longer wait for people to come to us. We need to go out to them with the message of the gospel.





- A mission outpost exists because of the mission field and has been placed in the mission field.  Don’t be fooled into thinking that our own backyard isn’t a mission field.





- Outpost maintenance is secondary to going out.  “In other words, the management of the mission outpost is not nearly as important as spreading the news.” (pg. 3)





Objective: To explore the idea of community and our understanding that we were made for community; we were made for relationships.











Objective: To put it all together and understand who we are becoming as we worship, grow, and reach out to others. 
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